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May is BETTER HEARING month

Searchers find body of 18-year-old in river
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Searchers on Thursday morning 
recovered the body of an 18-year-old 
man who went missing while swim-
ming in the Guadalupe River the day 
before.

Divers found the body of Adrian 
Mares, of San Antonio, in the 
Guadalupe River not far from where 
he was last seen swimming at the 
FM 1117 bridge, Guadalupe County 
Sheriff ’s Lt. Clint Garza said. 

A group of people were swimming 
in the river just south of the bridge 
when Mares went missing about 8:30 
p.m. Wednesday, Garza said.

“They were out here swimming 
last night. They moved into a part 
of the river they hadn’t been in,” he 
said. “There is a gravel bar and it was 
pretty shallow, but just past that fur-
ther downstream it gets deeper. They 
got into those waters.”

Mares and another male started 
to struggle in the water and another 
person nearby went out and was able 

to bring one of them back, Garza said. 
“The second, unfortunately, they 

couldn’t get a hold of,” he said. 
First responders were called to help 

look for Mares and the Guadalupe 
County Sheriff ’s Office put a call out 
on social media for nearby residents 
to keep an eye out in case he was able 
to get to the bank.

Deputies, firefighters and a DPS 
helicopter searched the area until 
about midnight, but were unable to 
find Mares, Garza said.
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Guadalupe County Sheriff’s Cpl. Laura Kohls looks out over 
the Guadalupe River on Thursday, May 7, 2020, at the FM 
1117 bridge as searchers look for 18-year-old Adrian Mares 
who went missing while swimming Wednesday night. RIVER - 13
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Johnny Samaniego-Lozano and Daniel Saunders pose with the Chambers family who brought them home during 
the lockdown. Pictured are (bottom from left) Samaniego-Lozano, Delani Chambers, Daniel Saunders  (top from left) 
Karen Chambers  and Andrew Martin Chambers. 

Home away from home
Seguin family gives college students place to stay during pandemic
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

W
hen college cam-
puses around the 
state shuttered 

their doors in March, a pair 
of Texas Lutheran University 
students quickly found them-
selves with no place to go. 
However, with a grace of good 
luck and the kindness of their 
friend and classmate’s family, 
the students found warm beds 
and welcoming arms in the 
home of the Chambers family.

On the day the shutdown 
was announced, 21-year-old 
Texas Lutheran University 
senior dramatic media student 
and Seguin resident Delani 
Chambers awoke in her dor-
mitory room to a laundry list 
of missed calls and text mes-
sages from concerned class-
mates.

Some of the students had 
just about five days to clear 
out of their living quarters as 
a safety precaution to quell the 
potential spread of COVID-
19, Chambers said.  

“I was asleep till noon that 
day, and I remember wak-
ing up thinking something is 
wrong,” Chambers said. “I had 
30 missed calls from various 
friends, and I saw the first 
[message] was from my mom, 
and she said, ‘how can I help 
you and your friends?’ So I 
called my mom, and she said 
‘our house is open to anyone 
who needs it.’” 

Chambers decided to reach 
out to her fellow dramatic 
media classmates, 22-year-old 
Texas Lutheran University 
senior Daniel Saunders and 
20-year-old sophomore 
Johnny Samaniego-Lozano. 

Students awarded prizes at final D.A.R.E. graduation 
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

Children grinned from ear to 
ear as they received recognition 
and were given prizes during this 
year’s final D.A.R.E. graduation. 

Seguin Police Department’s 
Hope Vasquez, along with sev-
eral D.A.R.E. program members, 
distributed prizes Thursday at 
the Seguin Events Complex — 
Coliseum parking lot to students 
who participated in the program-
sponsored essay contest. 

The student’s essays were 

judged by volunteer college stu-
dents throughout the state for 
first, second and third place 
per class and also ranked first 
through fourth for overall win-
ners. 

Randall Butler, 11, of Southwest 
Preparatory Elementary School, 
who was awarded second place 
as an overall essay winner, wrote 
his paper on his experiences with 
bullying. 

“My essay was about my dad’s 
mother, who died of lung cancer, 
and how I got bullied,” he said. 
“And also how bystanders also 

become bullies, because if they 
think they’re the bully, then they 
won’t get bullied.” 

Butler said sharing such a per-
sonal story was hard at times, but 
he hopes his message is heard. 

He said “it felt good to win.”
“I’ve actually never won any-

thing except for one time a very 
long time ago,” Butler said. 

After 26 years of supporting 
the community, the D.A.R.E. 
program is coming to a close 
making this the final D.A.R.E. 

Drugs, money, 
guns land four 
people in jail
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

An investigation and a 
pair of traffic stops landed 
four people in jail facing 
drug money laundering 
charges, and led to the sei-
zure of drugs, guns and 
cash last week, authorities 
said.

Guadalupe County 
Sheriff ’s Narcotics Lt. John 
Flores said investigators 
arrested two people in each 
of two vehicles as part of an 

investigation into apparent 
ongoing drug activity.

One of the vehicles had 
apparent damage from fire-
arms before police stopped 
it during the investigation, 
Flores said.

“It’s a 2017 Ford Taurus 
that has one bullet hole in 
the driver’s side rear and 
a double-aught shotgun 
shell blast on the driver’s 
side door,” he said. “These 
crooks are from San 
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Danny (left) and Karen Chambers took in a 
pair of Texas Lutheran University students 
just as the school closed due to the pandemic. 

NISD hires 
Russell as next 
superintendent
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Navarro ISD officially 
hired its new superinten-
dent.

At Tuesday night’s 
school board meeting, 
trustees approved hir-
ing Pecos Barstow Toyah’s 
interim superintendent as 
Navarro’s incoming super-
intendent. Wendi Russell 
was chosen to lead the dis-
trict following the depar-
ture of Superintendent 

Dee Carter in the coming 
weeks.

“I am excited to be 
there, I’m excited to be a 
Navarro Panther,” Russell 
said Friday. “I’m looking 
forward to helping the 
community grow. It’s a fast-
growth district.“

In April, the board of 
trustees named Russell, a 
30-year veteran educator, 
as the lone finalist for the 
job. Both sides waited 21 
days before the offer could 
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Southwest Preparatory School fi fth grader Dylan Hale fi st bumps Se-
guin Police Department’s Hope Vasquez after receiving his certifi cate 
of achievement on Thursday, May, 7, 2020, at the Seguin Coliseum .FINALE - 5


