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County Veterans Services seeking volunteer drivers
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

The group helping to ensure 
veterans make their appoint-
ments is putting a call out — 
drivers needed.

Guadalupe County Veterans 
Services is short on volun-
teers to ferry veterans to and 
from important appointments 
in San Antonio. So Nancy 
Russell, director of the local 
Veterans Services, is putting 
out a call for drivers.

“We have a lot of veter-
ans who don’t have reliable 
transportation or they have no 
transportation at all,” Russell 
said. “They need to travel to 

San Antonio for VA medi-
cal appointments. Some of 
them even if they do drive in 
the Seguin area, they’re not 
comfortable driving in San 
Antonio and sometimes all the 
way on the other side to Audie 
Murphy.”

That’s hopefully where vol-
unteers will get involved. Her 
office can use as many volun-
teers as she can get to sign up, 
Russell said.

If someone wants to help 
but can only donate a few 
hours per month, that’s fine, 
she said. 

“Even if a volunteer will 
only commit to two days a 
month, that is helpful to us,” 

she said. “I would say we need 
at least two days a month, 
hopefully (we fill) many more 
than that.”

Many people say they want 
to help veterans and offer their 
services, but when confronted 
with the actual task, change 
their minds, Russell said. 
Driving the van isn’t a very 
appealing task, but it is a nec-
essary one, she said.

For a good while, Guadalupe 
County Veteran Services oper-
ated the transport van with just 
a couple volunteers driving, 
Russell said. She has had vol-
unteers come and go; recently, 
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The Guadalupe County’s Veterans Service Office van helps transport veterans to 
and from their San Antonio-based appointments. 
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Children riding the Switchback Roller Coaster give a wave to their families down below on Monday, March 13, 2023, 
at ZDT’s Amusement Park.

Coasting into fun
Visitors flock to amusement park for Spring Break action
Nolan Alexander

The Seguin Gazette

Grayson Sonnenburg, 
13, whipped around ZDT’s 
Amusement Park’s go-kart racing 
track on Monday

The New Braunfels resident 
didn’t have a care in the world 
about math equations or Newton’s 
Laws of Motion, as he celebrated 
his Spring Break fun at the local 
amusement park.

Crossing the checkered line first, 
Sonnenburg was excited about hav-
ing beat out his friend, but it was 
the thrill of the course that stuck in 
his mind.

“It was really fun going around 
the windy thing that goes to the 
second level,” he said. “Coming 
back down was also fun, but it was 
difficult to turn and pass people at 
the straightaway. Otherwise, it was 
pretty fun.”

Finishing a close second was 
13-year-old Jake Williamson, of 
New Braunfels, a first-time visitor 
to the park who said he’ll be back.

“My favorite part of the day was 
rock climbing and the rollercoast-
er,” he said. “I loved it here and will 
be back soon.”

The teens were among the first 
to venture to the local amusement 
park on the first day of Spring 

Break on Monday.
While the crowd was hopping, 

ZDT’s Amusement Park co-owner 
Sarah Donhauser hoped for more 
on the opening day of Spring Break.

We are actually starting a little 
slower than we typically do during 
Spring Break, so come play,” she 
said.

ZDT’s has seen a lot of growth in 
its 16 years of business, as has the 

number of visitors the park attracts, 

Donhauser said.

“ZDT’s Amusement Park has 

been family owned and operated 

since 2007, so we are 16 years old,” 

she said. “We started with just the 

main building and three attrac-

tions and have been growing over 

the years. We got indoor, outdoor 
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A go-kart racer shows enthusiasm as she rounds a turn for the final lap of the 
race on Monday, March 13, 2023, at ZDT’s Amusement Park.
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Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

The newly refurbished 
Guadalupe County Precinct 
No. 1 Justice of the Peace 
office is once again occupied 
and operational. 

Employees moved back 
into their offices a few 
months ago. 

While the upgrades at the 
expanded office are great, 
there’s still work to be done, 
Justice of the Peace Darrell 
Hunter said.

“We’ve been in here since 
November,” he said. “Other 
than many items on the 
punch list, we’re function-
ing somewhat, not $100%. 
We still don’t have a fax. 
Somebody forgot the line 

from the pole to the build-
ing.”

Seidel Construction, the 
contractor for the project, 
started working in 2021 to 
provide additional space, 
improve the courtroom, 
add a drive-thru lane, offer 
better parking, expand stor-
age space, add windows 
and more at the offices to 
the building at 2405 E. U.S. 
Highway 90 in Seguin.

After moving in, Hunter 
found items slightly askew 
in the reworked building. 
About two weeks ago, he 
said, county officials added 
items to the punch list and 
expect Seidel crews to return 
soon to work on the list.

JP1, constable 
back in newly 

remodeled office

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Having discovered 
construction costs are 
higher than expected, two 
Guadalupe County water 
control improvement 
district boards will hold 
elections requesting more 
funding for their dam 
projects.

Water  C ontrol 
Improvement district 
boards for Lake Placid and 
Lake McQueeney plan to 
ask voters for additional 
money to repair the dam 
spill gates that create the 
lakes, said Michael Willet 
of Touchstone District 
Services, who serves as a 
communications consul-

tant for both groups.
“As was discussed in the 

Feb. 15 meetings for both 
WCIDs, the contractor 
bids that came in for the 
dam projects were higher 
than the amounts previ-
ously authorized by vot-
ers,” he said. “After discus-
sion in open session, each 
board considered their 
options and have called 
for additional authoriza-
tion elections to be held 
in the May 2023 election 
cycle.”

In November 2020, 
residents along both lakes 
supported ballot measures 
establishing water control 
improvement districts and 

Dam repair 
projects see 
higher costs
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Water boards asking lake residents to 
vote on more funding for construction


