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Steffanie Agnew - The Seguin Gazette

Workshop instructor Robert Casillas plays the accordion during Teatro De Artes De Juan Seguin’s conjunto music work-
shop on Saturday, Aug. 10, 2019. The workshop was part of the organization’s Viva Seguin Conjunto Festival.

Culture & music
Revived festival brings market, sounds of Mexico to center
Steffanie Agnew

The Seguin Gazette

Hand-crafted goods and the 
sounds of accordion music filled 
Teatro De Artes De Juan Seguin on 
Saturday.

Those who came out to the orga-
nization’s Viva Seguin Conjunto 
Festival had the chance to play 
conjunto music, buy a variety of 
goods from jewelry to jam, see 
the Ballet Folklórico perform and 
more, Teatro De Artes Program 
Coordinator Beto Rincón said.

“This is the first conjunto fes-
tival that we’ve had since 2014,” 
he said. “We wanted to revive it 
because we’ve been receiving some 
inquiries from the community 
about it.”

The all-day event kicked off with 
Teatro’s first-ever De Mano a Mano 
Artisan Market in the morning.

“This market has been great. 
There has been a really good turn-
out,” Rincón said. “I’ve already 

heard from a few of the vendors as 

well who have said they’re doing 

really well.” 

One of those vendors, Laura 

Arellano, of San Antonio, said she 

had a lot of people stop by her 

booth. Arellano runs a business 
called Blue Betties, where she sells 
handmade items such as jewelry 
and skirts.

“I think they’re drawn to the 

Olga Zuniga, of Austin, looks at items available at a booth during the De Mano 
a Mano Artisan Market event on Saturday

Woman pulled from fire dies days later
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Fire crews in Guadalupe 
County recently responded to 
a blaze with heroic efforts, but 
unfortunately due to the inju-
ries a woman sustained in the 
inferno, those efforts were not 
enough to save her.

A 50-year-old New Braunfels 
woman died as a result of 

injuries sustained in a fire at 
her home, Patrick Pinder, 
Guadalupe County’s fire mar-
shal and emergency manager 
said. Crews, including his assis-
tant fire marshal, rushed to the 
house and pulled the woman 
out to get her to a hospital 
and give her a fighting chance, 
Pinder said.

“The medical examiners 
office called me this morning,” 

he said on Tuesday. “She didn’t 
make it.”

Dispatchers received the call 
for a structure fire about 10 
p.m. Sunday in the 200 block of 
Enchantment Lane, Pinder said. 
Guadalupe County Assistant 
Fire Marshal Bryce Houlton was 
first to arrive at the trailer, and 
he sprang into action, Pinder 
said.

Houlton began rescue efforts, 

located the room where the 
woman reportedly was, grabbed 
equipment out of his vehicle 
and began ripping a hole in 
the wall. A by-stander helped 
Houlton hack away at the wall, 
then other first responders 
began arriving and also assisted, 
Pinder said.

Neighbors helped him figure 

“My number one goal 
when I got there was to 
get her out the house. 
That’s all I cared about 
was getting her out the 
house.”

Bryce Houlton,
Guadalupe County 
Assistant Fire Marshal

FESTIVAL - 5

Families collect supplies for first day

Valerie Bustamante - The Seguin Gazette

A family picks up some school supplies for school during Pack the 
Bus on Saturday, Aug. 10, 2019 at Our Lady of Guadalupe.

Valerie Bustamante
The Seguin Gazette

The laughter of children was 
heard outside the community 
center at Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Church as some ran around while 
others were hand-in-hand with 

their parents.
They were among hundreds of 

families that received a handful 
of supplies from the 30th Annual 
Pack the Bus to help them start off 
the new school year.

“These people are wonderful 
people. They really are trying to do 

their best for their children,” Pack 
the Bus chairman Suzanne Campa 
said. “This is something where they 
can go to school and be excited 
about having school supplies and 
not feel like they’re not as good as 
anybody else. I think that just gets 

SUPPLIES - 3

Pack the Bus give students, parents a hand in starting a new school year

New YMCA has 
residents ready 
to get moving 
Joe Martin
The Seguin Gazette

The city of Cibolo and 
the YMCA worked togeth-
er to flex their muscles and 
open a new facility in the 
area. 

Residents, city officials 
and more welcomed the 
newest addition to the 
community on Friday — a 
YMCA facility located at 
176 FM 78 East. 

The new health and 
wellness center sports eight 
rooms ranging from a two-
court basketball gymnasi-
um to an electronic library. 

“One of the most excit-
ing things about this facil-
ity is that, honestly, this 
thing can grow,” Fredy 
Degollado district vice 
president of the YMCA 
of Greater San Antonio, 
said. “This facility is a 
little under 27,000 square 
feet, and I think we plan 
to more than double that 
size. So that’s probably the 
most exciting thing. So I 
think we met a need in the 
community. The commu-
nity said this is something 
that they wanted and here 
we are.”

City puts a hold 
on approving 
development plats
Valerie Bustamante
The Seguin Gazette

Developers looking to 
file a development plat 
application may have to 
wait a bit before doing so.

The city of Seguin hit 
pause on accepting plat 
applications between Aug. 
9 and Oct. 1 after Gov. Greg 
Abbott signed House Bill 
3167, which changes the 
platting process and time-
line.

An owner is required to 
submit a plat for review and 
approval when subdividing 
land, Planning and Codes 
Director Pamela Centeno 

said. They’re required to 
show how they plan to 
divide the property, the lay-
outs of the proposed lots, 
potential streets, retention 
ponds and drainage ways.

“Chapter 212 of the local 
government code currently 
requires cities to act on a 
subdivision plat within 30 
days of being filed with 
the city,” Centeno told 
Seguin City Council at an 
Aug. 6 meeting. “Many 
cities including the city of 
Seguin have created pro-
cesses within their ordi-
nances that include statu-
tory denials and or waivers
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