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GRMC expanding COVID treatment
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Much-needed state 
assistance helping resi-
dents infected with 
COVID-19 and allevi-
ating strain on hospital 
workers started this week 
in Guadalupe County.

The state of Texas, 
through the Texas 
Division of Emergency 
Management, helped 
expand the regional 

infusion center in treat-
ing COVID-19 patients. 
Expansion of the center 
will decrease the num-
ber of people hospital-
ized for the disease, 
city of Seguin Public 
Information Officer 
Jennifer Sourdellia said.

“This COVID-19 anti-
body infusion center is 
a welcome resource for 
Seguin that will ease 
the strain on our local/
regional hospitals and 

assist those with the virus 
to recover,” she said. 
“Having a regional infu-
sion center also helps pre-
vent people from being 
hospitalized and ensures 
our emergency rooms 
and ICU beds are avail-
able for those folks who 
absolutely need them.”

The city, Guadalupe 
County, Guadalupe 
Regional Medical Center, 
Southwest Texas Regional 
Advisory Council 

and Texas Division of 
Emergency Management 
partnered to expand the 
center, according to a 
joint news statement the 
entities released.

Gov. Greg Abbott 
requested TDEM provide 
necessary equipment and 
staff for the expansion 
and the state emergency 
management department 
is working with a private 
vendor to pull it off, the 
statement read.

GRMC began admin-
istering monoclonal anti-
bodies on a smaller scale 
in December and opened 
its infusion center as 
demand for the treat-
ment spiked, the agencies 
said. The center serves 
patients from Guadalupe, 
Comal, Caldwell and 
Wilson counties, among 
other areas of the region.

Expansion began 
Tuesday and increased 
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Rudy Silvas spars with a fellow boxer on Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021, at Team Morones Boxing gym.  

Against the ropes
Local boxer fights his way back into the ring 
Sye Bennefield Jr.
The Seguin Gazette

L
ocal boxer Rudy “Ruru” 
Santiago Silvas is fighting 
for something much more. 

To fully understand that, you’d 
have to walk a mile in his shoes — 
or perhaps run the five he usually 
runs in the afternoons while at 
work. 

Through setbacks and hardships he’s 
had to face and endure over the past two 
years of his life, this Saturday’s fight against 
Galindo Jose at a boxing event hosted by 
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Rudy Silvas warms up before sparring against his trainer on 
Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021, at Team Morones Boxing gym.  BOXER - 12

Animals adopted during COVID find way back to shelters
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Companionship is 
important to the human 
condition and in some ways 
was difficult to find dur-
ing the earlier days of the 
COVID-19 pandemic when 
lockdowns and distancing 
were at their peaks.

Some people back then 
adopted pets only to change 

their minds as restrictions 
loosened and more human 
contact was possible. Some 
of those pet adopters have 
taken to dumping, re-hom-
ing and getting rid of the 
now-unwanted animals, 
said Desireé Supulver, vice 
president of Animal Rescue 
Foundation in Seguin.

“I know personally that 
we have had about four or 
five dogs come back and all 

for the same reason,” she 
said. “They were all adopted 
in 2020. They were all for, 
‘Well, I don’t have time,’ ‘I 
can’t take care of them’ or 
other reasons. Most of them 
were puppies when they 
were adopted. Now they’re 
six, seven, eight months old 
and we’re having to adopt 
them out a second time.”

In 2019 across the United 

Prepare for 
storms when 
there are none
Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette

While currently no dan-
gerous weather systems 
threaten our neck of the 
woods, it’s never too late to 
prepare for the worst.

The Guadalupe County 
emergency management 
office provided valuable tips 
to help residents stay safe 
during hurricane season.

“For typical preparedness, 
we keep a close eye on the 
tropics and keep tabs on the 
National Weather Service 
and hurricane center,” 
Guadalupe County Assistant 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Bryce Houlton 
said. “As the weather starts 
to push our way, we start to 
push out weather alerts.”

While Guadalupe County 
sits pretty far inland, officials 
here still can record and have 
recorded hurricane force 
winds, he said. The county 
has experienced tropical 
downpours and tornadoes 
associated with tropical sys-
tems, Houlton said.

“High force winds and 
tornadoes can cause havoc 
as well as the rain,” he said. 
“We’re more prone to flash 
flooding just because we are 
on the edge of Flash Flood 
Alley.”

Flash Flood Alley basical-
ly stretches along Interstate 
35 and parts of Interstate 
10 around this area, said 
Constantine Pashos, a mete-
orologist with the National 

Weather Service in New 
Braunfels. Flash Flood Alley 
consists of swaths of South 
Central Texas along with the 
Texas Hill Country, he said.

The area’s topography 
makes it more susceptible to 
flooding, Pashos said.

“When the storms stall 
over the Hill Country and 
channel the rain and, in 
turn, flood waters,” he said. 
“With the urbanization of 
the Austin, San Antonio and 
surrounding areas — you 
have a bit more concrete that 
enables water to run off a lot 
easier.”

That runoff can cause 
flooding and when it runs 
off very quickly, flash floods.

Hurricane season here 
usually starts June 1 and 
continues through Nov. 30, 
Pashos said. As of Monday, 
two named storms were 
active but seemed to be 
staying out in the Atlantic 
Ocean, he said.

No tropical storms are 
expected to move across our 
area any time soon, Pashos 
said Monday. But that 
doesn’t mean to get compla-
cent, he said.

“Any time, especially this 
time of year — the summer 
or fall — we can have pos-
sible impacts from tropical 
activity, tropical storms, hur-
ricanes,” Pashos said, add-
ing that the storms could 
present themselves in vari-
ous ways. “It could be some 
heavy rain. With heavy rain 
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Recently rescued kitty Sylves-
ter hangs out under a coffee 
table in his new home. 

“GRMC has been 
dedicated to serving 
patients in Guadalupe 
County and surrounding 
areas in the fight 
against COVID-19 by 
administering monoclonal 
antibody infusions to 
COVID-positive patients.”

Daphne Blake, R.N.,
GRMC chief nursing officer
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