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Early voting gets 
early start for 
general election

Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

H
istoric property 
owners in down-
town Seguin can 

soon receive financial 
assistance to protect their 
buildings from a fiery 
demise.

In 2016, a downtown Seguin 
historical landmark was lost to 
a blaze.

The First Baptist Church and 
D.F. Ministries Food Pantry on 
South Camp Street — a building 
about 150 years old — was gutted 
by an early morning fire despite 
the best efforts of the Seguin 
Fire Department and three other 
supporting fire departments, 
who battled the flames for four 
hours. 

However, during a regular 
city council meeting, the coun-
cil unanimously approved a 
fire suppression grant program 
called Protect It that will help 
reduce the chances the down-
town area ever encounters a situ-
ation like the 2016 blaze again. 

“This will go towards fund-

ing fire suppression systems 
throughout our downtown,” 
Seguin Main Street and CVB 
Director Kyle Kramm said. “Our 
historic downtown [area] has 
lost several buildings in recent 
years due to fires. So we’re want-
ing to protect our historic char-
acter in downtown as well being 
able to make sure our [buildings 
are being used] at their fullest 
capacity. The fire suppression 
system will help with both those 
areas.” 

Through the program, owners 
of downtown properties of more 
than 50 years in age can receive 
up to a 50% reimbursement of 
the costs toward the installa-
tion of a fire suppression system 
on their property, a city memo 
stated. 

Such a program is is beneficial 
for businesses like the Seguin 
Art League, which has awaited 
an opportunity to install a fire 

City offering grants for fire suppression systems in downtown buildings

Protecting history
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The Seguin Gazette

Much like he did for the 
primary runoff elections 
that took place earlier this 
month, on Monday Gov. 
Greg Abbott gave voters 
more time to do their civic 
duty for the upcoming 
presidential election.

Due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic and health 
emergency, Abbott pro-
claimed early voting to 
begin earlier for the Nov. 
3 election and last lon-
ger. Guadalupe County 
Elections Administrator 
Lisa Hayes said she was not 
surprised by the move.

“The governor had made 

a comment in a previous 
public appearance approxi-
mately a month ago or so 
where he mentioned he 
considered extending early 
voting,” she said. “We knew 
there was a strong possibil-
ity that would occur. We 
just didn’t know the extent 
of what that was going to 
look like.”

She’s beginning to get a 
better picture, Hayes said.

In his proclamation 
signed Monday, Abbott 
ordered early voting to 
begin Oct. 13, lasting 
through the fourth day 
before election day. Early 
voting will end Oct. 30.

Voters also, under the 

GOP convention 
gets rocky start, 
seeks second go

Seguin ISD offering up old technology to families in need
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Seguin ISD is looking to 
bridge the technology gap for 
economically disadvantaged stu-
dents before the new school year 
starts.

The district plans to cycle out 
about 200 computers to students 
who need them the most, Seguin 
ISD Chief Operating Officer/
Associate Superintendent of 
Technology Bill Lewis said.

“We thought this would be a 
good way to fill some of those 
gaps so if we have to go remote,” 
he said. “There’s the option 
of 100% face-to-face or 100% 
remote this fall. This could help 
some of those families that need 
to go 100% remote and don’t 
have a device right away.”

To ensure students were able 

to keep up with their school work 
after campuses shutdown in 
March due to the pandemic, the 
district assigned Chromebooks 
and iPads to students.

Lewis said about 1,400 stu-
dents took advantage of the 
resource.

The families that checked out 
the devices either had no tech-
nology in the home or had a 
limited amount, Lewis said.

“Sometimes it was a situation 
where parents needed to work 
from home and only had one 
device, so they needed another 
device,” he said. “It wasn’t nec-
essarily that they didn’t have 
one, just everyone was forced 
at home. For parents to keep 
working and the kids to keep 
working, they needed another 
device.”

Once the school year wrapped 

up, the devices were returned 
to the district. With this new 
program, the students will own 
the devices given to them by the 
district.

While the technology may be 
new to the home, it has served 
its time at the district, Lewis 
said.

The computers are nine- to 
10-year-old iMacs that are close 
to cycling out of service.

“These devices still have a 
little life in them, and so we 
thought for this year — even if 
we could get another year or two 
out of them — this would be a 
good time to put them out there 
to help bridge the digital divide 
with some of our students,” he 
said. 

Normally, the district would 
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Seguin ISD plans to cycle out computers, similar to this 2009 iMac, to 
students in need. 
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More than a week ago, 
the Texas Republican Party 
Convention began. After 
a rocky four-day virtual 
meeting laced with tech-
nical issues and maybe a 
cyberattack, part two of the 
meet-up is in the works. 

After weeks of back and 
forth between the city of 
Houston and the GOP, 
the convention was held 
virtually through zoom. 
However, technical dif-
ficulties concerning email 
addresses caused signifi-
cant issues for the conven-
tion, precinct chairman 
of the Guadalupe County 
Republican Party Terry 
Harper said. 

“We had a ton of prob-
lems with getting the cre-
dentials to the delegates,” 
Harper said. “There were 
just a lot of email address 
errors and other issues like 
that that caused just ter-
rible problems.” 

Harper said an contrib-
uting factor to the email 
issues experienced at the 
convention could be relat-
ed to the party’s online 
donation request methods.

“It’s the same email sys-
tem that they send out 
these requests for political 
donations,” he said. “And 
some people naturally get-
ting tired of receiving those 
emails hit the opt-out but-
ton. But when they did 
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A grant will help property owners protect downtown buildings 50 years 
old and up, like the ones pictured here, from meeting a fi ery demise. 

GOP - 7

ELECTIONS - 7


