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City embarks on $184M wastewater expansion

Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

The city has taken its first steps 
toward a $184 million wastewater 
treatment project.

City council approved on 
the first reading a resolution 
to decommission the Walnut 
Branch Wastewater Treatment 
Plant and expand upon the 
Geronimo Creek facility in what 
officials are calling the largest, 

single capital project ever pro-
posed.  

The decommissioning and 
expansion will require the design 
and construction of a lift station 
at the Walnut Branch site and a 
nearly 3-mile double-barrel force 
main to convey the wastewater to 
the Geronimo wastewater facility 
for treatment, Water/Wastewater 
Utilities Director Timothy Howe 
said. 

“It will also require the current 

project that’s underway to expand 
the Geronimo Creek Wastewater 
Treatment Plant [from] 5.54 mil-
lion gallons per day to 12 million 
gallons per day,” Howe said. “All 
structures associated with the 
treatment process at the Walnut 
Branch site will be demolished. 
This cost does not include the 
pumping and piping necessary 
to continue the city’s reuse water 
program. However, staff is in dis-
cussion with its sole customer.” 

The benefits of the project are 
vast and could positively impact 
generations of future city resi-
dents by ridding the odors asso-
ciated with the treatment plant 
near downtown, as well as elim-
inating safety and flood risks, 
Howe said. 

“The benefits I think are many,” 
Howe said. “One of the most 
important ones are the safety 
aspects of moving that plant out 
of the proximity of downtown. 

The treatment process requires 
the use of disinfecting chemicals 
and dechlorination chemicals. 
The city will also realize opera-
tion efficiencies and savings to 
operate one treatment plant ver-
sus two.”

Seguin is rapidly expanding, 
therefore, the need to build upon 
the city’s wastewater capabilities 
is not only necessary but inev-
itable due to the 75/90% rule 
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Seguin City Council takes step toward largest capital project, plans to decommission facility south of downtown

Ready for Rabel’s
Couple expand food truck to New Berlin restaurant
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

A La Vernia barbecue favorite has 
traded wheels for walls and brought 
fresh-from-scratch meals to New Berlin. 

Garrett and  Sarah  Rabel originally 
served up home-cooked meals out of a 
food truck. Now, they’re dishing out din-
ners to customers at Rabel’s Roadhaus 
BBQ at 9015 FM 775. 

Garrett, who has a degree in culinary 
management, happened across a food 
truck while working alongside his father.

“I worked in two restaurants to get my 
internship, learning how to cook, and 
learning how to manage restaurants,” he 
said. “When I came back and found the 
food truck, I figured it was a pretty good 
deal, and it was something I was excited 
about.” 

Serving up barbecue from the kitchen 
on wheels is a cramped and sweaty busi-
ness, Garrett said. 
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Rabel’s Roadhaus owner Garrett Rabel serves up a sandwich on Tues-
day, March 10, 2020.
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Garret and Sarah Rabel pose for a photo in front of their newly opened restaurant Rabel’s Roadhaus on Monday, 
March 9, 2020. 

Couple purchases old fire station for whiskey distillery

GOP pushing 
forward with  
convention

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Curbside voting poten-
tial will expand for the 
general election this 
November in Guadalupe 
County.

Following approval 
from commissioners 
court, Guadalupe County 
Elections Administrator 
Lisa Hayes ordered 10 
more portable voting 
devices for people to vote 
from their vehicles.

“These are the units 
we carry out to the car 
for the voter. They vote 
on the unit and we bring 
the unit back in,” she said 
Thursday. “They vote 
right on it and we bring 
it back in, dock it and 
then it sits for the next 
voter. Of course, we sani-
tize them.

“It’s a good alternative 
for voters who are unable 
to come into the polls but 

Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

A global pandemic will not 
stop a husband and wife team 
from realizing their whiskey 
dreams in Seguin. 

Last September, Seguin City 
Council approved an ordi-
nance that allows distilleries in 
the city limits. 

Several months later, Austin 
residents Jen and Nate Forman 
announced their plans to pur-
chase the long-vacant fire-

house on 1711 N. Austin St. 
and convert it into a whiskey 
manufacturing company that 
they will call Johnny Pickles 
Distillery. 

They are now one step clos-
er as the Seguin City Council 
approved the sale of the fire-
house to the Forman’s for 
the negotiated price of about 
$200,000 on Tuesday during 
the regular council meeting. 
The resolution was approved 
unanimously following a 
motion by councilman Mark 

Herbold and seconded by 
councilwoman Jeanette “Jet” 
Crabb. 

“This is just to clean every-
thing up for the title and that, 
but it is now sold and has 
been funded,” Seguin City 
Attorney Andy Quittner said. 
“They’ve already gone through 
planning and are ready to roll. 
COVID probably slowed that 
down too because it couldn’t 
get it through court to get a 

County prepping 
to offer more 
curbside voting

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Members of the 
Guadalupe County 
Republican Party still hope 
to attend the upcoming 
statewide party conven-
tion in Houston despite 
that city’s mayor canceling 
the gathering citing rising 
coronavirus cases in Texas.

Houston Mayor Sylvester 
Turner recently announced 

that he directed the opera-
tor of the George R. Brown 
Convention Center, where 
the convention was sched-
uled to be held starting 
July 13, to review a con-
tract with the party for the 
mass gathering. Members 
of the Republican Party of 
Texas have since filed a suit 
against Turner and others.

“I completely expected 
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Jen and Nate Forman 
hope to convert the 
long vacant fi rehouse 
on 1711 N. Austin St. 
into a home for their 
whiskey manufactur-
ing company Johnny 
Pickles Distillery. 
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