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A desire for more led 
Lt. Cmdr. Mark Anthony 
Rodriguez to join the 
U.S. Navy in 2000 shortly 
after his graduation from 
Seguin High School and 
just before the horrific 
events of 9/11 unfolded.

He had given up on his 
brief stint at what then 
was known as Structural 
Metals Inc. and gave in to 
his desire to see the world.

“I was looking for 
something different,” 
Rodriguez said. “I went 
home and turned on the 
TV and saw the ‘Let the 
Journey Begin’ commer-
cial. It was the old Navy 
TV commercial.”

Rodriguez met with 

a recruiter and enlisted, 
leaving home for boot 
camp in Illinois around 
the end of February 2000. 
He had no idea what was 
in store for him or the rest 
of the world about a year 
and a half later.

Early on in his naval 
career, Rodriguez was 
stationed on the USS 
Abraham Lincoln, which 
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1 dead, 1 injured in fiery wreck on I-10
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

One person is dead and 
another critically injured after an 
18-wheeler drove off a bridge and 
burst into flames Thursday morn-
ing.

The wreck was reported about 
7 a.m. at Interstate 10 and FM 725. 

The truck was traveling east-
bound near the 604 exit when 
a blowout caused the driver to 
veer off the road and into the 
center median, Seguin Police 
Community Engagement Officer 
Sarah Chilutti Wallace said. 

It appears the semi crashed 
through the guardrail and went 
down the embankment onto FM 

725, then back up the other side 
where it came to a stop. The truck 
and trailer soon became engulfed 
in flames, Wallace said.

The driver was able to get out of 
the truck and was airlifted to a San 
Antonio area hospital in critical 
condition, Wallace said. The pas-
senger, who was later identified 
as Larry Cruz, 40, of Fullerton, 
California, was found dead in the 
cab. Police have not identified the 
driver. 

Seguin police are investigating 
the wreck.

Seguin Fire Battalion Chief 
Tom Teboe said it took crews 
from several area agencies about 
30 minutes to control the fire 
and clear the scene including 

McQueeney, Marion and New 
Berlin volunteer fire departments, 
Schertz EMS, Texas Department 
of Transportation, the Guadalupe 
County Fire Marshal’s Office, 
Guadalupe County Road and 
Bridge, Seguin Police Department 
and the Guadalupe County 
Sheriff ’s Office.

Lack of easily accessible water 
made fighting the fire challenging, 
Teboe said.

“Water supply was a challenge,” 
he said. “We have hydrants that we 
can see, but if we lay a 5-inch hose 
line from there to the scene, we 
completely shutdown all of IH-10. 
We waited on volunteer agencies, 

Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette

Emergency crews work from Interstate 10 and FM 725 to put out 
fl ames that destroyed a tractor trailer after the driver lost control, 
drove into the median, crashed through the barrier went down the 
embankment on one side and then back up the other before stop-
ping on Thursday, Sept. 9, 2021.

NEVER FORGOTTEN

Community members remember
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Seguin resident Jeff 
Burns vividly remembers 
where he was and what he 
was doing the morning of 
Sept. 11, 2001.

Then a United States 
government foreign service 
employee, Burns was work-
ing at the U.S. embassy in 
Rangoon, Burma, which 

now is known as Yangon, 
Myanmar. Though his job 
didn’t require the type of 
heroic actions asked of so 
many at ground zero and 
other places in the United 
States, he did have to act 
quickly in service of his 
country, Burns said.

“I was in there when it 
hit,” he said. “We beefed up 
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The moment 
American Airlines 
flight 11 hit the North 
Tower of the World 
Trade Center at 8:46 
a.m. on Sept. 11, 2001, 
in New York, the world 
changed, especially for 
law enforcement.

Seguin Police Chief 
Terry Nichols and 
Guadalupe County 
Sheriff Arnold Zwicke 
watched how the 
events of that tragic 
day shaped the world 
as they knew it.

“I remember the 
morning starting out 

Terrorist  attacks 
changed the world

Military service marked by 9/11
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Policy maps 
out masks, 
closures
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Seguin ISD is not 
mandating masks 
unless positivity rates 
in classrooms or on 
campuses rise above 
certain thresholds.

During a spe-
cial meeting of the 
school board, Seguin 
ISD Superintendent 
Matthew Gutierrez 
unveiled the district’s 
newest policy, which 
breaks down positivity 
rates into three levels 
and the actions 
to reduce 
the spread of 
C O V I D - 1 9 
among staff 
and students 
— including 
t e m p o r a r -
ily requiring 
masks or pos-
sible closures.

While the 
policy is dis-
trict-wide, it 
takes a closer look at 
the individual cam-
puses, grade levels and 
classrooms to make the 
determination on what 
actions to take.

“We can’t just make 
a blanket mandate 
and I don’t believe in 
a mandate, it is long 
term,” Gutierrez said. 
“I believe we make a 
decision based on data 
that is very temporary 
in nature and is unique 
to a campus. Even in 
some circumstances it 
is going to be unique 
to a certain wing of a 
school, a grade level or 
to a classroom.”

With the community 
divided on mask man-
dates, Gutierrez feels 
this policy is a good 

compromise.
“I know that we’ve 

got both sides,” he said. 
“You’ve got the par-
ents that want masks 
optional, you’ve got 
the parents that want 
the masks in place. But 
one of the things we all 
want are our schools 
open. We’re hoping 
that we don’t get to that 
place  and in an effort 
to not get to a school 
closure, we are looking 
at a mask requirement 
only when it is neces-

sary.”
P r o p o s e d 

campus and 
district thresh-
olds are divided 
into three stag-
es. 

Stage one 
— which the 
district and all 
campuses are 
currently in — 
has a positivity 
rate below 5%. 
Under the stage 

one guidelines, masks 
are encouraged but not 
required and the dis-
trict is asking parents 
or guardians to quar-
antine siblings or close 
contacts in the same 
household.

Stage two is triggered 
when the COVID posi-
tivity rate is between 
5% and 9% for two con-
secutive days or about 
25% — 4 to 5 students 
at one time — in an 
elementary classroom. 

Under stage two, the 
district will engage a 
mask requirement for 
that classroom, grade 
level or campus for 
seven days or until the 
positivity rate drops 
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Requirements temporary when 
COVID cases breach threshold
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