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As community members enjoyed 
block parties for National Night Out, 
they also served up a little compas-
sion for their neighbors in need.

A call for help from the Seguin 
Police Department helped rally area 
residents into donating almost 500 
pounds of non-perishable food items 
to the Seguin Christian Cupboard.

“My hats are off to all of the com-
munity members who came out and 
brought canned goods, boxed goods 

or some staples that we can give to 
the Christian Cupboard, so they can 
give to the folks in our community 
that are in need,” Seguin Police Chief 
Terry Nichols said. “We are really 
very proud of the different groups 
that brought different stuff. We hope 
this really helps out.”

Nichols brought the idea of host-
ing a canned food drive from his 
previous post in Brownwood.

There, the police department 
encouraged residents to bring cans 
of tuna for their food pantry, Nichols 
said.

Wanting to try something similar 
here, Nichols talked to Seguin Police 
Crime Prevention Officer Tanya 
Brown, who was helping to orga-
nize the block parties, about a week 
before.

Brown immediately jumped on 
board, Nichols said.

“Tanya Brown was able to pull this 
off. I doubted it, it was too short on 
time,” he said. “But she said we can 
do this and it is really nice to see the 
community come together.”

National Night Out is observed 

Block parties serve up food donations for community
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Seguin Police Chief Terry Nichols works alongside a volunteer from 
the Christian Cupboard fi lling boxes of donated items from recent 
National Night Out block parties.DONATION - 5

Seguin alums 
seek to create 
new tequila
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

A pair of Seguin High 
School alumni are cook-
ing up a new tequila, with 
hopes of officially releas-
ing it in March.

VICE Tequila is the 
culmination of over a year 
of planning between three 
entrepreneurs — Zacharee 
Ramirez, Jay Torres and 
Jordan Simmons. 

“All of this started with 
just really liking tequi-
la,” Ramirez said. “From 
there, we just branched 
out. After realizing the 
variety of brands as well 
as the different tastes 
and aspects of tequila as 
a whole, the idea gener-
ated from the opportunity 
to create a San Antonio 
focused brand of tequila. 
We looked at many differ-
ent tequila brands within 
the state of Texas and 
reverse engineered what 
they did and learned all 

about how it gets made 
along with getting con-
tacts in Mexico.”

Ramirez and Torres 
graduated from Seguin 
High School in 2011. 

The journey to create 
their brand of Mexican 
firewater began with the 
group’s goal to find a taste 
that met their particular 
standards, Ramirez said. 

“Tequila can’t actu-
ally be made outside 
the region of Tequila, 
Mexico,” Ramirez said. 
“That’s because of the 
agave and the country 
owns the intellectual 
rights on tequila similar 
to what France has with 
champagne. Once we 
learned that, we reached 
out to hundreds of distill-
eries in Mexico and nar-
rowed it down to a hand-
ful. We made the journey 
to Mexico about a month 
ago, and tried many
different products to 

Special to The Seguin Gazette

Zacharee Ramirez, Jay Torres and Jordan Simmons show 
off bottles of the new tequila they are investing in to bring 
to the San Antonio area. 
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For 25 years, the lawn 
at First United Methodist 
Church has changed from 
plush, green grass to a sea 
of orange.

The church’s annual 
Pumpkin Patch officially 
kicked off on Sept. 28, 
boasting a large array of 
more than 2,000 of the 
iconic gourds for all to 
enjoy.

“The Pumpkin Patch is 
part of a non-profit orga-
nization called Pumpkin 
USA and churches 
throughout the country 
partner with them to raise 
funds,” pumpkin patch 
volunteer Vicki Spradling 
said. “The pumpkins are 
grown in Farmington, 
New Mexico, and they 
are actually grown by the 

Navajo Indians.”
A portion of the pro-

ceeds benefit the Navajo 
Indians, while other funds 
collected go toward the 
church’s many missions 
and other organizations 
around the area, Spradling 
said. 

“The pumpkins are 
their [Navajo’s] main 
source of income for 
the year, and we send 
them around 60% of the 
money, and First United 
Methodist Church keeps 
40% of the remainder for 
doing this,” she said. “It’s 
all done on a trust basis. 
We’re not responsible for 
any pumpkins if they rot 
or go bad we just send 
them the sales money. To 
be a part of a pumpkin 
patch is kind of a win-win 
situation because what we 
do with our money is we 

have around 20 different 
missions in the commu-
nity and within our church 
that we divide our 40% 
around. Some of these 
organizations are Habitat 
for Humanity, the Child 

Advocacy Center, the food 
bank, the Blanket Ministry, 
and many others.”

Every year, the patch 
draws thousands of local 
children to frolic amongst 

Pumpkins, gourds and squash galore at First United Methodist Church

Sea of pumpkins
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Jovani Sanchez, 5, hauls his prized pumpkin selection on Wednesday, Oct. 2, 2019, at First United Methodist Church.
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A happy scarecrow welcomes guests to the patch on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2, at First United Methodist Church. 

PUMPKINS - 5

SWAT called for man barricaded in house
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

GUADALUPE COUNTY — 
Guadalupe County law enforce-
ment personnel, including the 
county’s combined SWAT team, 
arrested a man after he refused 
for hours to exit a home Tuesday 
afternoon in Geronimo.

The incident began about 

noon when special agents of the 
Texas Attorney General’s Office 
went to serve a parole warrant 
on a man in the 100 block of 
Kickapoo Trail. The man, later 
identified as Lester Acosta, 34, 
barricaded himself inside the 
house and refused to come out 
until authorities found him hid-
ing in the attic and took him 
into custody, according to a 

written statement released from 
the Guadalupe County Sheriff ’s 
Office.

“The Guadalupe County 
Combined SWAT Team, and 
Hostage Negotiation Team was 
activated and deployed to the 
scene,” according to the state-
ment released while the stand-
off continued. “The suspect is 
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A Guadalupe County Sheriff’s 
deputy uses his patrol vehicle to 
block the road while the Guada-
lupe County Combined SWAT 
Team and Hostage Negotiation 
Team work to talk a barricaded 
suspect out of a home on Tues-
day, Oct. 8, 2019. 

VICE - 3

SWAT - 3


