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Engines roared to life as 
a motorcycle pack prepared 
to drive around Guadalupe 
Regional Medical Center 
on Sunday.

Several healthcare work-
ers headed outside to watch 
as the motorcyclists drove 
past waving and smiling, 
all to say “Thank you.”

The group of riders 
came from several different 
motorcycle clubs in the San 

Antonio area, represent-
ing the cities of Windcrest 
and Universal City, offer-
ing their support to the 
local hospital for all of the 
work during the pandemic, 
rider and Universal City 
Councilman Paul Najarian 
said. 

“We, as a sister city and 
part of being in Texas, 
needed to come out here 
and give and support as 
much as we could,” he said. 
“If we can’t do it physi-
cally, morally we can just 

let them know that we are 
behind them 100%. We 
are proud and appreciate 
so much of the work they 
do and we are just doing 
a little bit of our part to 
keep their spirits up and 
let them know that people 
care, people need them 
there and we absolutely 
appreciate them.”

The group banded 
together after seeing a story 
about the city of Seguin 
placing a call on social 
media to the community 

asking them to write letters 
or send cards to the hospi-
tal staff, Najarian said. 

Seguin Mayor Donna 
Dodgen said the call out 
to show support for the 
hospital was a community 
effort.

“Positivity in social 
media is positively exqui-
site,” she said. “All of us 
feel helpless that we can’t 
do more, we can’t come 
up here and work, we can’t 

20 years later
Area responders, community remembers 9/11 attacks in special ceremony

Bikers rally around hospital staff, show appreciation

Motorcycles from neighboring cities parade around GRMC during third surge
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Guadalupe Regional Medical Center staff wave as a group 
of bikers drive around the hospital in a show of appreciation 
on Sunday, Sept. 12, 2021. RALLY - 13
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Dozens of volunteers gathered outside 
of Lone Star Home Solutions’ warehouse 
armed with hammers and nails.

Their goal, assemble two sets of walls 
for three of Guadalupe Valley Habitat for 
Humanity’s three upcoming home builds.

“We have our first Joshua Build here 
in Seguin,” Guadalupe Valley Habitat for 
Humanity Executive Director Madeline 
Zwicke said. 

The goal is to prepare as much as they 
can prior to starting construction on the 
three new homes, Zwicke said.

Joining Habitat board members were 
volunteers from Commercial Metals 
Company (CMC Steel), Texas Lutheran 

Volunteers help 
pre-build walls for 
Habitat homes
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Seguin police and fi re personnel honor the 20th anniversary of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attacks with a ceremony Saturday, Sept. 11, 
2021, at the Seguin Police Department. ABOVE: Fire Lt. Kade Zunker 
and Firefi ghter Arnulfo Banda hold the American fl ag as Police Traffi c 
Offi cer Willie Ybarra attaches it to the pole to raise it. BELOW: Area 
fi refi ghters and police offi cers stand side-by-side surrounded by 
community members. BOTTOM RIGHT: Police Chief Terry Nichols 
pauses for a moment as he recalls the events of 9/11. BOTTOM LEFT:
New St. James Pastor Arthur J. Malone Jr. offers the closing prayer. 
LEFT: Firefi ghter Edward Reid performs the Tolling of the Bell by 
ringing the ceremonial bell fi ve times in a series of three. 
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County hashes 
out volunteer 
fi re contracts
Dalondo Moultrie
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Guadalupe County Commissioners 
Court continued hashing out agreements 
to provide adequate fire fighting services in 
unincorporated areas of the county.

Presented with information from County 
Fire Marshal Patrick Pinder, the court dis-
cussed the most effective ways moving for-
ward of contracting with eight volunteer fire 
departments serving county citizens during 
the regular meeting of commissioners court 
on Tuesday.

For weeks, Pinder has worked with a 
committee of stakeholders in efforts to 
negotiate and finalize an agreement amend-
able to all.

“The purées of this agreement is to assist 
[the departments] in providing fire protec-
tion and related services in the unincor-
porated areas of the county,” the working 
document reads.

Changes likely are part of the final itera-
tion of the agreement. Pinder suggested 
some changes to the committee.

“One of the things we’re proposing to 
change is going back to a longer-term con-
tract,” he said. “Before I started at the fire 
marshal’s office, we had a three-year con-
tract.”

He proposed the volunteer departments 
work on a two-year contract with a total 
funding increase of 3% over the two years, 
Pinder said.
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