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Two campers patiently wait for a nibble at the camp grounds fi shing pond on Tuesday, June 16, 2020, at the Irma 
Lewis Seguin Outdoor Learning Center. 

Into the woods
Area children head outdoors at the Seguin Outdoor Learning Center camp

Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

Children are nocking arrows and 
honing their fishing skills outdoors 
at the Irma Lewis Seguin Outdoor 
Learning Center. 

The children are taking part 
in the center’s second week of the 
summer camp Conservation and 
Stewardship, where they partici-
pate in activities like fishing, team 
building and archery to further their 
knowledge of the world around 
them.

“This week is conservation, so 
we’re learning about how to bet-
ter use our resources to save water, 
to be aware of your surroundings, 
and to make sure that when you 
see nature to leave it alone,” camp 
counselor Gracie Scheel said. “Today 
we’re learning archery … we’re doing 
some fishing and when we fish, we 
do catch and release.”

The camp puts children in the 
thick of nature where they can 
explore the center’s 115 acres to 
enjoy fun yet educational activities, 
camp Environmental Education 
Coordinator Michelle Darnell said.

“Yesterday, the class I held was 
about water conservation and how 
they can take care of their envi-
ronment,” Darnell said. “[It was 
focused on] the water cycle, which 
is something that theses kids are 
tested throughout their school cur-
riculum. As an educator, if it’s fun, 
they remember it. I was never the 
typical sit down and let’s do some-
thing. I was very hands on, and I’ve 

brought that into this environment, 
and it works well.” 

After months away from a typi-
cal classroom, the children came to 
camp with an unquenchable thirst 
for learning, Darnell said. 

“I’m always surprised when I’m 
teaching something and everybody’s 
real quiet because they were really 
listening,” she said. “I have to catch 
their attention, and I try and keep it, 
and I’m very good at it, but I guess 
they have been a little more willing 
to learn. They haven’t been overdone 
by school classes.”  

Recently, Gov. Greg Abbott 
released an executive order allowing 
for summer camps to reopen their 
doors at a limited capacity resulting 
in a cap of 50% attendance for this 

year’s summer program. 
Although the smaller number 

of campers feels strange, Scheel 
believes the reduced numbers have 
allowed counselors to hone their les-
sons with the kids, she said. 

“It’s definitely been a change to 
have less kids because we did have 
a lot more campers last year and we 
had a lot of little ones, but this year 
with the older kids, I feel like they 
really get more out of it than just 
running around and doing stuff,” 
Scheel said. “They’re actually learn-
ing a lot more, and we’re able to be 
more hands on with having a smaller 
number.” 

David O’Brian, 9, is a three-year 
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A sign directs visitors of the Irma Lewis Seguin Outdoor Learning Center to the 
trails from the science center.

Adoption finalized virtually amid pandemic  
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2nd 25th Judicial Judge Jessica Crawford presides over the 
Smith adoption hearing via Zoom.

Felicia Frazar
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The courtroom doors may have 
been closed due to the pandemic, 
but the court’s work continued.

Like judges across the state, 2nd 
25th Judicial District Judge Jessica 
Crawford continued holding court 
proceedings virtually, including 
adoption hearings.

“It is always fun to do adoptions 
in person and this Zoom thing has 
been real interesting,” Crawford 
said. “It takes a little bit to get used 
to it, but I think it has been a good 

experience for keeping things 
going and moving things along.”

Recently, Crawford presided 
over several adoptions, includ-
ing one for the Smith family, who 
adopted a set of four siblings — 
ages 9, 8, 6 and 3 — in May, adding 
to their family of six.

The quartet already had five 
other siblings, one of whom was 
adopted to another foster family, 
with the other four aging out of the 
system, Dawn Smith said.

Two of the Smiths’ original four 
children were adopted almost 20 
years ago, following the death of 

the couple’s conjoined twins who 
died six months after birth. 

“The twins were born at Wilford 
Hall Hospital,” she said. “They 
lived in the NICU for six months 
and then they passed away in 2003. 
After they passed away, the life 
insurance the military gives to 
their service members, they had 
$20,000. So we thought what is 
worthy that this money represents 
their life. So, we adopted two chil-
dren internationally.”

They adopted their son from 

Deputies seize 
heroin hidden 
in car battery
Dalondo Moultrie
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Guadalupe County 
Sheriff ’s Office deputies 
arrested a married couple 
while allegedly transport-
ing illegal drugs in the 
county, authorities said.

In a statement released 
Monday, Guadalupe 
County Sheriff ’s Narcotics 
Lt. John Flores said the pair 
was driving with nearly 
15 pounds of heroin on 
Interstate 10 in Seguin. 

“That’s pure heroin; 
each gram of that can be 
cut eight times,” Flores 
said during an interview 
Monday. “That’s a signifi-
cant seizure in our world. 
I mean, (14.5) pounds of 

heroin, that affects every-
one from Laredo, to New 
York, to Chicago.

“That’s a significant sei-
zure.”

Sheriff ’s K9 Cpl. Dustin 
Crawford spotted a vehicle 
following another vehicle 
too closely about noon on 
June 6 when he stopped a 
2018 Dodge Journey sport 
utility vehicle, Flores said.

A married couple and 
their teenage son were in 
the SUV, the statement 
read.

“After further investiga-
tion, it was learned that 
heroin was being smuggled 
from Laredo, Texas, to 
Houston, Texas,” according 
to the release.
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County surpasses 

200 confirmed 

cases of COVID-19
Felicia Frazar
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The number of COVID-
19 cases in Guadalupe 
County surpassed 200 this 
week.

In the most recent updates 
from the Guadalupe County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator, there are a total 
210 confirmed cases of the 
coronavirus in the county. 

Since Friday, 29 county 
residents have tested positive 
for the illness including one 
who was hospitalized, seven 
of those were announced on 
Tuesday.

In total, 172 people have 
recovered. 

In the county’s news 
release, it states that there are 
multiple cases in the same 
households. 

According to the state, 
as of June 15, 3,058 tests 
had been administered in 
Guadalupe County. 

Of the 38 active cases, 
New Braunfels has 16 active 
cases, Seguin has eight, the 
unincorporated area has five, 
there are three hospitaliza-
tions, and Schertz, Marion, 
Selma and SilverTree Nursing 
home have one each.

Officials encourage resi-
dents to continue practicing 
social distancing and other 
ways of helping to stop the 
spread of the illness includ-
ing, washing hands for 20 
seconds with soap and water; 
avoiding touching faces, 
noses and eyes; avoiding close 
contact with people who are 
sick; staying home if sick 
or f=feeling sick; covering 
coughs or sneezes; and clean-
ing surfaces and frequently 
touched objects often.

Felicia Frazar is the man-
aging editor of the Seguin 
Gazette. You can e-mail her 
at felicia.frazar@seguinga-
zette.com .CAMP - 7
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