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Carol Williams stood in 
the band stand in Central 
Park and recalled living 
through the civil rights 
era.

From Martin Luther 
King, Malcom X, Stokley 
Carmichael, H. Rap Brown 
and every one in between, 
she lived through it all, 
she told the hundred or so 

people gathered in Central 
Park for a black lives mat-
ter protest Sunday evening.

“We’ve been doing this 
for many years,” she said. 
“It has probably gone on 
in our community and it 
never stopped because we 
live it every day. I think 
that Mr. (George) Floyd, 
this brought about a new 
eye-opening for a lot of 
people.”

Williams, like several 

others, took the opportu-
nity to share her stories 
of witnessing racism first 
hand or experiencing it 
during the protest.

The group gathered 
to peacefully protest was 
in support of African 
Americans’ rights and 
sparked by the death of 
George Floyd on Memorial 
Day in Minneapolis.

Floyd is the 46-year-old 
man seen on viral video 

handcuffed faced down 
on a Minneapolis street 
in police custody. That 
video seen across the 
globe shows a Minneapolis 
police officer, later iden-
tified as Derek Chauvin, 
kneeling for several min-
utes with his knee on the 
back of Floyd’s neck.

Williams said the work 
of those seeking a change 
has just begun. 
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20-year-old arrested in window smashing
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Shattered glass covered the sidewalk 
in front of Starcke 
Furniture on Saturday 
morning after several 
display windows were 
broken out Friday 
night.

Hilmar Starcke 
III, co-owner of the 
century-old business, 
said he received a call 

about 11 p.m. Friday that the business 
had been vandalized. 

Owners found rocks that were used 
to break the glass inside.

Seguin Police Lt. Marcos Martinez 
said officers received a call about the 
damage from someone who was driving 
by about 10:40 p.m. on Friday. 

“They didn’t see anyone in the area 
when the damage was discovered,” he 
said. 

The incident appears to be isolated. 
No other businesses reported damage 
overnight, Martinez said.

When neighbor Christopher Tijerina 
saw a post on Facebook about the dam-
age, he walked over to the store to check 
out the damage and called the cops to 
make sure it had been reported.

Tijerina later came back to the busi-
ness to help clean up.

“I’m born and raised here,” he said. 
“I’ve never seen anything like this hap-
pen and I hadn’t had the opportunity to 
just get up and go help. This community 
has done a lot for me and so I wanted to 
give a little back.”

Neighbors help clean up broken glass in front of  Starcke Furniture left by vandalism 
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Frank Starcke (left) and Christopher Tijerina (right) stand 
back as Hilmar Starcke III knocks down broken glass from 
the window display of Starcke Furniture on Saturday, June 
6, 2020, after it was shattered overnight. Derek Rasser
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A trio of Seguin High School graduates sing the alma mater together during graduation Saturday, June 6, 2020, at 
Canyon High School. 

Walking the stage
Class of 2020 graduates amid coronavirus pandemic

Seniors from Seguin, Marion and Lifegate Christian celebrate gradu-
ation with in-person, outdoor ceremonies with social distancing in 
place. BELOW: Lifegate Christian School’s seniors and their families 
stand before praying at the campus’ graduation on Friday, May 29, 
2020, on the Falcons’ football fi eld. LEFT: Marion High School vale-
dictorian Mackenzie Hodges makes her way to her seat on Saturday, 
June 6, 2020.                                             see more photos on page 7

Protesters continue to make voices heard
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Carol Williams speaks to the crowd gathered in Central Park 
about her experiences growing up during the Civil Rights era 
on Sunday, June 7, 2020. PROTEST - 7

H-E-B closes 

after tortilla 

machine fire

Courtesy photo -Special to The Seguin Gazette Courtesy of Sarah Herrell -Special to The Seguin Gazette

STARCKE - 6

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

A small fire temporarily 
closed a local grocery store 
Tuesday afternoon.

The tortilla machine 
inside Seguin’s H-E-B caught 
fire about 1 p.m. forcing the 
store to be evacuated. 

“There was a very small 
fire in the bakery area,” 
H-E-B spokesperson Julie 
Bedingfield said in an email. 
“The store was evacuated 
out of an abundance of cau-
tion.”

The cause of the fire is 
undetermined, but the small 
blaze was extinguished 
before firefighters arrived, 
Seguin Fire Battalion Chief 
Tom Teboe said.

“Crews made entry, 
found the fire at the tortilla 
machine was already out,” he 

said. “We did have a little bit 
of light smoke showing from 
the front of the structure.”

Firefighters helped 
remove the smoke from the 
store with fans, Teboe said.

The business was able 
to reopen by 4:30 p.m., 
Bedingfield said.

This is the second fire 
reported inside the business 
this year.

Firefighters responded to 
a call on Feb. 12 when a 
cardboard box bailer caught 
fire early that morning.

The store remained closed 
for several days while a miti-
gation crew worked to clean 
smoke and water damage. 

Felicia Frazar is the man-
aging editor of the Seguin 
Gazette. You can e-mail her 
at felicia.frazar@seguinga-
zette.com .
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Seguin fi refi ghters and police offi cers respond to a fi re at Se-
guin’s H-E-B on Tuesday, June 9, 2020. 

Local grocery store reopens a 
few  hours after smoke clears


