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County issues ‘Stay Home’ order
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

As the number of COVID-
19 cases continue to mount, 
Guadalupe County Judge Kyle 
Kutscher signed a “Stay Home, 
Stay Safe” order Friday that lasts 
throughout the month.

The action orders county res-
idents to stay at home unless 

conducting essential business or 
performing essential activities, 
which are described in the order.

“This is not a true shelter 
in place where nobody can go 
anywhere,” Kutscher said Friday 
evening. “The intent of this is 
to limit unnecessary interaction 
and unnecessary travel.”

The order takes a step fur-
ther prior initiatives taken by the 

county. Whereas a prior decla-
ration of disaster order recom-
mended residents stay indoors 
and keep their distance, the new 
order mandates those actions. All 
businesses except “essential busi-
nesses” are “required to cease 
all activities at facilities located 
within the county except mini-
mum basic operations,” the order 
read.

One essential activity iden-
tified in the order is shopping 
for groceries. Some in the com-
munity have taken to going on 
shopping trips with multiple 
family members when guidelines 
already in place called for social 
distancing, self isolation and lim-
ited exposure.

The stay home stay safe order 
recommends that a single family 

member conduct essential activi-
ties deemed necessary.

The order also comes with a 
potential fine of up to $1,000 and 
up to 180 days in jail for those 
who disobey, though issuing tick-
ets and rounding up residents 
isn’t the goal, Kutscher said.

“That’s not the first action we 
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Sandy Haugen stitches together tie straps for a mask in her workshop on Friday, April 3, 2020.

From quilts to masks
Quilter switches patterns to create face masks for medical personnel

Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

Quilter Sandy Haugen has 
honed her skills for more than 20 
years.

The life-long Seguin resident 
is using the techniques she’s 
acquired to sew a little hope and a 
little love for local hospitals.  

Haugen decided to switch from 
quilting bedcovers to crafting face 
masks after hearing about the 
shortage of personal protective 
equipment.

In a short amount of time, she 
has created almost 300 masks, 
which she has donated to the 
Brooke Army Medical Center 
and Guadalupe Regional Medical 
Center. 

“I saw on Facebook that peo-
ple were starting to create these 
masks and my daughter-in-law is 
a respiratory therapist at BAMC, 
so we talked about it, and I made a 
few of them that she took to work 
with her and after that it kind of 
exploded,” Haugen said. 

Haugen uses fabrics that she 
has accumulated over the years 
for her business to make the 
masks and, with some help from 
her family, works daily to create 
them, she said.

“We’re doing it in bulk, so it’s 
hard to put a time period on 
it,” she said. “But I’m thinking it 
probably takes about 15 minutes 

a mask if you do it one at a time. 
God gave me the talent to do it, 
and so this is a very good time to 
step up and do the things you’re 
talented in doing, so that’s what 
I did.”

The quilter is not alone in her 
endeavors, as her family joins her 

Quilter Sandy Haugen shows off one of the masks she’s sewn for area medical 
personnel on Friday, April 3, 2020, in her workshop. 
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Officials confirm 
COVID-19 is 
community spread

GRMC ready 
for cases of  
COVID-19

Officials urge religious centers to continue virtual meetings 
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

While the governor eased 
coronavirus restrictions 
allowing for worshipers across 
the state to get together, con-
gregants of at least one area 
church will continue to keep 
their distance.

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
on Tuesday announced an 

updated order calling for 
social distancing to help keep 
people across the state safe 
and minimize exposure to 
the novel coronavirus. The 
order went into effect at 12:01 
a.m. Thursday and outlawed 
gatherings at places like bars, 
restaurants and gyms but 
exempted essential services.

Houses of worship, in the 
governor’s order, were deemed 

essential.
That’s not stopping leader-

ship at Faith Lutheran Church 
from doing what they’ve been 
doing for weeks, said Andrew 
Cave, director of youth and 
Christian education.

“As people of faith, we con-
tinue to use our wisdom that 
God gave us and take precau-
tions,” he said. “We are not 
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Faith Lutheran 
Church plans to 
continue holding 
virtual services dur-
ing the COVID-19 
pandemic.

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

The number of posi-
tive COVID-19 cases in 
Guadalupe County contin-
ues to rise.

As of Saturday after-
noon, the county had 
received confirmation that 
26 residents have tested 
positive for the coronavi-
rus.

However, six have recov-
ered and the other 20 were 
at home with mild symp-
toms, according to county 
officials.

There could come a time 
when more severe cases 

come in, and Guadalupe 
Regional Medical Center 
officials said they are pre-
pared.

GRMC Chief Executive 
Officer Robert Haynes said 
the local medical facility 
continues to work — as it 
has for the past three weeks 
— to ensure the hospital is 
taking every precaution to 
stop the spread and prepare 
for patients as they arrive.

“I am ensuring we’re all 
aligned, united with the 
medical community in 
how we respond and pre-
pare from an operational 
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In three days, cases of 
coronavirus in Guadalupe 
County propelled forward 
with 9 cases, some of which 
were deemed community 
spread.

Officials have also 
reported 6 people have 
recovered from the illness. 

The latest updates had 
the Texas Department 
of State Health Services 
notifying the county of 
nine new cases — three 

on Wednesday, three on 
Thursday and three on 
Friday.

According to officials, all 
of the people are at home 
under self-quarantine.

Of the nine new cases, 
one had potential expo-
sure risks on March 19 at 
the Seguin H-E-B and the 
Randolph Brooks Federal 
Credit Union on State 
Highway 46, the release 
from the Guadalupe 
County Emergency 

GRMC - 13

CASES - 7

Guadalupe County up to 26 cases 
of the coronavirus, five recoveries

CHURCH - 13

COUNTY - 5


