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Fires leave mark on region
Trio of fires displace four residents, injures one, kills three pets in one day Answers sought in Wurstfest blaze

Joe Martin
The Seguin Gazette

A trio of separate blaz-
es, displaced four, injured 
one person, killed three 
pets and had area first 
responders busy Thursday 
evening.

Blaze rips through 
home, no injuries report-
ed

A fire ripped through 
a Seguin home Thursday 
evening displacing the 
resident, a city fire official 
said.

The fire was reported 
at about 4:45 p.m. at the 
300 block of West Ireland 
Street and when firefight-
ers arrived, they found 

heavy flames at the front 
of the house, Seguin Fire 
Chief Dale Skinner said.

A male resident was 
on the scene when fire-
fighters arrived, Skinner 
said. An ambulance crew 
quickly assessed the man, 
but they did not take him 
to a hospital, Skinner said.

No one else reported 
any injuries.

The age of the home 
made it difficult for fire-
fighters to extinguish the 
flames, Skinner said. 

“The fire is being a little 
stubborn because of the 
age of the structure and the 
construction of it,” he said. Joe Martin - The Seguin Gazette

Firefi ghters work to put out a fi re that consumed a home on 
Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019 in the 300 block of W. Ireland St.

Will Wright
The Herald-Zeitung

Fire officials on Friday 
probed through the 
remnants of Wurstfest’s 
Marktplatz and 
Wursthalle buildings, 
both charred by two blaz-
es in a 12-hour period 
between Thursday night 
and Friday morning.

“We don’t know yet 
what caused this fire,” 
San Marcos Fire Marshal 
Kelly Kistner, director 
of Wurstfest safety and 
security, said at a press 
conference Friday. “The 
fire is being investigated, 
and as soon as we have 
more information we will 

let you know.”
Fire inspectors were 

sorting through debris to 
figure the cause of the 
fire, believed contained 
Thursday night but re-
ignited Friday morning. 

New Braunfels Fire 
Department Chief 
Patrick O’Connell said 
Thursday night’s fire was 
contained to two vendor 
booths in the Marktplatz, 
where damages were esti-
mated at $50,000.

Aerial views showed 
the Marktplatz roof had 
caved in spots, and soot 
had poured from air fil-
ters atop the Wursthalle’s 

WURSTFEST - 13AFIRES - 13A

Spike in water 
bills raise 
questions

Pair of SPD officers are promoted

Green Valley SUD customers see 
pattern of imbalance in usage, cost

Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette

It might be difficult to 
imagine now with the chill 
that has settled in, but tem-
peratures soared during 
the late summer months.

Little rain fell during 
the same period, leading 
residents of the area to 
lean on their water sup-
pliers more heavily for a 
spell, a representative of 
the Green Valley Special 
Utility District said. 

The excess use sent 
water bills soaring leaving 
some customers scratching 
their heads. It’s fairly sim-
ple, said Pat Allen, Green 
Valley SUD general man-
ager.

“In the water utility 
business, complaints about 
high bills are not unusual. 
It does happen from time to 
time,” he said. “Normally, 
through our investigations, 
we find that most of the 
time the customers actual-

ly used it. The water could 
be due to leaks they’re not 
aware of or sprinkler sys-
tems. There are several 
factors that could cause a 
customer’s water bill to be 
higher.”

Over the last several 
months, GVSUD has 
noticed a heavier demand 
on its water supplies, 
Allen said. The numbers 
are unusual for the most 
recent months billed, but 
that’s likely due to the lack 
of rain and increased heat, 
he said.

Some Guadalupe 
County residents are pay-
ing these higher bills but 
they aren’t buying the 
explanations.

Enrique Leon lives in the 
Legend Point subdivision 
in the Guadalupe County 
section of New Braunfels. 
He’s lived in his home a 
short time so he’s still get-
ting used to his utility bills.

GVSUD - 11A

Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette

The department contin-
ued to take the shape its 
chief envisioned recent-
ly when Seguin Police 
Department’s top cop pro-
moted a pair of officers 
boosting their ranks.

SPD Chief Terry Nichols 
introduced his newest pro-
moted officers during a 
ceremony Tuesday in the 

police department’s train-
ing room.

“They’re some of the 
best we have,” Nichols said 
of newly-promoted Lt. 
Marcos Martinez and Sgt. 
Brad Flippin. “We’re finally 
getting everybody settled 
down.”

Martinez promoted 
from the position of ser-
geant to patrol lieutenant. 
Flippin made his move 
to patrol sergeant from 

the previous title of spe-
cial crimes investigator in 
the criminal investigations 
division, Nichols said.

The chief said he has 
gotten to know both men 
in his short time so far at 
the department and both 
have proven to be consum-
mate professionals. They 
want to make a difference, 
and will be afforded the 
opportunity in their lead-
ership roles mentoring offi-

cers under their command, 
Nichols said.

Martinez said he looks 
forward to increasing his 
leadership role as he moves 
from supervising one 
patrol shift to two.

“I’ve enjoyed everything 
I’ve done in my career 
and this is the next step,” 
Martinez said. “Every day 
we’re faced with challenges. 

Dalondo Moultrie - The Seguin Gazette

Seguin Police Department Chief Terry Nichols (left) con-
gratulates Sgt. Brad Flippin and Lt. Marcos Martinez on 
their promotions along with Assistant Chief Rusty Suarez 
on Tuesday, Nov. 12, 2019, at police headquarters.SPD - 12A

Farewell, Stadium

Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette

The rainy day was symbolic around 
the community as the press box came 
tumbling down during the demolition 
process on Thursday.

An excavator worked to remove the 
homeside stands and the press box that 
for decades overlooked Jack Taylor Field 

Sean Hoffmann - Special to The Seguin Gazette

A screenshot from a video taken from the football fi eld shows the press box at Matador Stadium as it is taken down by 
an excavator on Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019 at Seguin High School.

Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette

An excavator pulls down the press box that overlooked Matador Sta-
dium on Thursday, Nov. 14, 2019.

Construction crews 
raze homeside 
stands, press box

STADIUM - 9A
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