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Museum exhibit highlights former pastor’s life, compassion
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

When her influential in-
laws died, a Schertz woman 
found a treasure trove of 
memorabilia and artifacts 
related to the couple of God 
who became known far and 
wide beyond the Seguin 
church they called home.

Evelyn Barton couldn’t 
bring herself to store away 
the things her father-in-law 
Bishop John Paul Steadman 
and his wife Mother Ethel 

Lee Steadman left behind. So 
much of it meant so much 
and said so much about who 
the internationally-known 
church leaders were, Barton 
said.

“Especially in his office,” 
she said. “I mean, I was just 
overwhelmed with the let-
ters of appreciation, plaques, 
awards, and it confirmed 
what I knew about him.”

She knew that he was a 
great person and a great lead-
er, as was Ethel, Barton said. 
So she curated the mementos 

from their lives and helped 
put them on display at the 
Seguin Guadalupe County 
Heritage Museum.

It took only a quick phone 
call and a brief meeting 
between Barton and muse-
um volunteers to get the 
exhibit idea off the ground, 
volunteer Debbie Armstrong 
Parker said.

“Evelyn called us and 
asked us. She really wanted 
to see some Black history 

Valor revered
Community gathers to salute veterans during annual ceremony 

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Feeling the growing pains of the area 
it serves as well as some of its own, the 
Green Valley Special Utility District broke 
ground recently on a $21.1 million new 
headquarters and warehouse facility.

Construction is expected to last about 
18 months and upon completion will 
provide the district’s 50 employees and its 
board of directors a new space to conduct 
business with room for future expan-
sion, Green Valley Special Utility District 
General Manager Pat Allen said.

“We’ve been working on these plans for 
over five years,” he said. “The directors’ 
thoughts on this were to build a facility 
that will last us going into a good many 
years.”

Green Valley 
breaks ground 
on $21M facility
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Photos by Felicia Frazar

Community members gather in Veterans Park to salute military 
members during a Veterans Day Ceremony on Nov. 11, 2021, 
at Veterans Park BELOW: The Guadalupe Valley Young Marines 
prepare to post the colors. BOTTOM RIGHT: Marlin Howze, from 
the Diabled American Veterans Chapter 61, addresses the crowd 
gathered in celebration of Veterans Day. BOTTOM LEFT: A pair of 
Jefferson Avenue Elementary students sing a verse of “America (My 
Country, ‘Tis of Thee).” LEFT: Veteran Bill Seiler salutes as the fl ags 
are raised. See more photos at www.seguingazette.com .

County OKs 
newly-mapped 
out districts
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

New lines have been drawn and precincts 
in Guadalupe County have taken on new 
shapes.

Guadalupe County Commissioners 
Court during a public meeting Tuesday 
approved a final redistricting plan after 
several weeks’ work settling on an outcome.

The new redistricting plan represents 
revision of the existing county commission-
er, justice of the peace, and constable pre-
cinct boundary lines. The county’s approved 
redistricting plan takes effect on Jan. 1, 
according to a notice the county issued. 
Getting there was not easy, Precinct No. 2 
Commissioner Drew Engelke said.

“It was difficult to try to coordinate every 
guideline we needed to follow and do the 
best we could for Precinct 2 to get the 
highest percentage of Hispanic ethnicity 
population and voting percentage popula-
tion we could,” he said. “I think we worked 
well together, came up with a great plan and 
at the end of the day, we did everything we 
could following all the guidelines we had 
before us and regulations.”

His district has the majority minority 
population so the court had to strive to keep 
the Hispanic voting bloc intact, Engelke 
said. It was challenging, but members of the 
court did the best they could, he said.

Commissioners began Oct. 11 speaking 
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Dalondo Moultrie 
- The Seguin Gazette

Evelyn Barton, daugh-
ter-in-law to Bishop 
J.P. and Lady Ethel Lee 
Steadman, talks about 
the exhibit she helped 
put together honor-
ing the legacy of her 
internationally-known 
in-laws Thursday, Nov. 
11, 2021, at the Seguin 
Guadalupe County 
Heritage Museum in 
Seguin.

Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette

American GI Forum Manuel Castillo member Rene Ramos salutes as the Guadalupe Valley Young Marines hoist the fl ags during the 
Veterans Day Ceremony on Thursday, Nov. 11, 2021, in Veterans Park.


