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Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette

A dog named “Donut” was left in a crate at the end of the driveway for Etosha Rescue on Wednesday, June 5, 2019.

Abandoned ‘Donut’
Crate with dog inside dumped at driveway of local animal rescue

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

On Wednesday morning, as an 
employee of Etosha Rescue was 
making her way to a storage shed, 
she noticed something strange at 
the end of the driveway — a crate.

The crate wasn’t there when the 
worker came in at 6:45 a.m., Etosha 
Rescue executive director Bonnie 
Williams said.

Sometime between the hour-
and-a-half the workers were there, 
somebody left a pet carrying crate 
at the end of the driveway to the 
local rescue with a dog inside.

“What kind of person does that,” 
Williams said. “It happened in 
broad daylight. When you sneak 
out at night or even in the middle 
of the daytime and dump an animal 
in my driveway, well, that is just a 
really crappy thing to do.”

On top of the crate a person 
wrote “Her name is Donut. 1 yo. 
Needs a good home please.”

Williams said it is bad enough to 
abandon a dog in that fashion, but 
to top it all off, the rescue is beyond 
capacity.

After discovering Donut, 
Williams called animal control and 

eventually took the dog to the shel-
ter.

“I would just like to tell that per-
son that all they accomplished is 
delaying the time that she would go 
to animal control because I’m full,” 
she said. “To me that is just rude 
and total disregard. They must 
have cared something to leave a 
name, but they don’t care enough 

to do things in the proper way.”
Calls from people looking to 

rehome pets or to pick up some 
that have been abandoned happen 
multiple times a day, Williams said.

A majority of the time it is for 
people with cats or kittens, she said.

“I’ve already got over 100 (ani-
mals),” she said. “Where am I going 

A crate left at the driveway to Etosha Rescue with a dog inside on Wednesday, 
June 5, 2019 has a note on top stating the pup inside is named “Donut” and 
“Needs a good home please.”

Food trailers 
given green 
light from city
Valerie Bustamante

The Seguin Gazette

The opportunity to 
expand the eats in Seguin 
received city council’s 
blessing.

An amendment allow-
ing food trailers to oper-
ate within the city limits 
was made to the city’s 
current food truck ordi-
nance — which until 
recently only allowed 
food trucks — was unan-
imously approved by city 
council during the meet-
ing on June 4.

“Some of the requests 
or inquiries over the last 
years has been to extend 
the food truck ordinance 
to allow food trailers,” 
Director of Planning and 
Codes Pamela Centeno 
said. “The main differ-
ence between the two is 
that a food trailer is not 

self-propelled. It’s pulled 
and towed by another 
vehicle.”

The amendment 
would list both the food 
trucks and food trailers 
as mobile food vendors 
to be consistent with the 
permits the city issues as 
well as with those given 
by the state’s Department 
of State Health Services, 
Centeno said.

“We’ve had a number 
of requests to include 
food trailers. Currently, 
food trailers are allowed 
to go to an event with a 
temporary food permit, 
but not on private prop-
erty outside of an event 
that’s why we’re getting 
those requests,” she said.

Since the ordinance 
was adopted in March 
2017, Centeno said they 

SFD fan drive 
ready to cool 
off residents
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

It’s not always about 
fighting fires for the 
Seguin Fire Department. 
During the hot summer 
months, they also aim to 
keep residents cool as well.

On May 28, the Seguin 
Fire Department began 
its decade-long tradition 
of holding an annual fan 
drive hoping to cool the 
homes of people who need 
it most.

“The annual fan drive 
is meant to provide a box 

fan to citizens in the com-
munity that cannot afford 
air conditioning or have 
financial difficulty with 
purchasing their own fan. 
These South Texas sum-
mers are extremely hot 
and humid,” Seguin Fire 
Chief Dale Skinner said. 
“We all know what it’s 
like to be hot and it’s only 
worse when you don’t have 
air conditioning or some 
way to keep yourself cool. 
It’s a very small gesture 
that makes a world of dif-
ference to the people.”

Film highlights murder case tried in Guadalupe County in 1979
Valerie Bustamante

The Seguin Gazette

Tragedy, tension and violence 
erupted when the local fishing and 
Vietnamese communities collided in 
Seadrift following the murder of local 
crabber, Billy Joe Aplin on Aug. 3, 
1979.

The incident spread about 126 
miles away three months later into 
the Seguin community when the mur-
der trial was moved to the Guadalupe 
County Courthouse.

Now, almost 40 years later, Aplin’s 
daughter Beth Aplin Martin, who is 
now a Seguin resident, and the rest 
of the Seadrift community is reliving 
what happened on the Gulf Coast in 
a new documentary named “Seadrift” 
by the director Tim Tsai.

Following the fall of Saigon, the 

capital of Vietnam, in 1975, the Gulf 
Coast saw an influx of Vietnamese 
refugees, which led to tension in 
the fishing communities, including 
Seadrift. The Vietnamese took up jobs 
as fishermen on the coast something 
the native fishermen saw as a threat, 
Tsai said.

The tension between the two com-
munities grew rapidly, ultimately 
resulting in the Aug. 3, 1979 murder 
of one of the fishermen.

It was reported that 34-year-old 
Billy Joe Aplin was shot in the back by 
then 21-year-old Sau Van Nguyen and 
his brother then 20-year-old Chihn 
Van Nguyen.

Tsai first heard of the incident from 
Irwin Tang’s book “Asian Texans: Our 
Histories and Our Lives” when he 
was living in Austin attending the 
University of Texas. 

“It sort of chronicles the differ-
ent immigration waves through Texas 
and one of the chapters was on the 
Vietnamese refugees,” Tsai said. “It 
sort of outlined what happened in 
Seadrift and subsequent hostilities 
against the Vietnamese. It really sur-
prised me that I had never heard 
about it in history classes.”

The Van Nguyen brothers were 
acquitted by District Judge Clarence 
Stevenson of Victoria after the jury 
believe them to be acting on self-
defense, according to a Nov. 4, 1979, 
Seguin Gazette-Enterprise article. 

In the articles covering the trial, 
several Vietnamese crabbers report-
edly received threats by Aplin. 

After the decision, there was 
an uproar of hostilities toward the 

Title 8 Productions LLC — Special to the Seguin Gazette

Former Seadrift constable Johnny Davenport recounts the 
dramatic aftermath of the shooting. 
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