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Berkley the pup drinks out of the cup of blessed water as Father Stephen Shortess, of St. Andrews Episcopal Church, 
pets him following a blessing of the animals for the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi on Monday, Oct. 4, 2021 at Seguin 
Animal Services. Shortess offered up a prayer and blessing for all of the animal and staff at the shelter.

All God’s creatures
Shelter animals get blessings in honor of St. Francis
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Berkley, Buddy, Spice and all of 
the other cats and dogs at Seguin 
Animal Services received a bless-
ing and a prayer from St. Andrew’s 
Episcopal Church’s Father Stephen 
Shortess.

In celebration of St. Francis of 
Assisi, Shortess visited the city’s 
animal shelter on Monday and 
gave the canines and felines a little 
boost with a blessing and a prayer.

“The animals are God’s creation 
to inhabit the skies, the earth and 
the seas,” he said in his prayer. 
“They share in our lives. They have 
a part in our lives. St. Francis of 
Assisi recognized this when he 
called the animals — wild and 
tame — his brothers and sisters. 
Remembering Francis’ love for 
these brothers and sisters of ours, 
we ask God’s blessing on these 
animals and that they may find a 
home.”

Shortess said he wanted the 
church to following in the steps of 
Francis of Assisi by caring for all 
creatures, and in this case, hopeful-
ly helping them find a new home.

“We just wanted as a church to 
live in his memory and his saint-
hood and come and share in life 
with these animals and bless them 
and pray for them,” he said. “We 
hope they find a home and be 
loved just as Francis loved the ani-

mals.”
Seguin Animal Services director 

Shelley Lutz was thrilled to have 
Shortess pay the shelter and the 
critters a visit. 

“I think this was absolutely ter-
rific,” she said. “These animals 
deserve it. Hopefully, this will help 
us get homes for them all.”

Following his visit at the shelter, 
Shortess was impressed with the 
facility and the staff.

“Not only is the staff here won-
derful, but the whole town built 

this fantastic building and put in 
a lot of effort to care for these 
animals that maybe lived on the 
street or someone couldn’t take 
care of them anymore for what-
ever reason,” he said. “They built 
a wonderful place and hired some 
wonderful care givers to take care 
of these animals.”

Felicia Frazar is the managing 
editor of the Seguin Gazette. You 
can e-mail her at felicia.frazar@
seguingazette.com .

County raises 
collection site 
disposal rates
Felicia Frazar
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The price of a bag of 
trash at the collection sta-
tions in Guadalupe County 
is increasing.

Commissioners court 
recently approved a 3% 
increase of fees in the 
agreement the county has 
with Republic Services 
of San Antonio to oper-
ate  stations. The cost for 
a 30-gallon bag of trash 
will increase about 25 
cents a bag, Precinct 
1 Commissioner Greg 
Seidenberger said.

“We did a little bit of 
rounding in there so you 
wouldn’t have pennies and 
stuff,” he said. “It’s still a 
service we must provide to 
residents. The problem is 
we only had one bidder. If 

you don’t accept the bid, 
you close down the facili-
ties and that’s just unac-
ceptable because you have 
to have a place, especially 
for people out in the coun-
try, to take their stuff.”

Guadalupe County 
in 2019 contracted with 
Republic, which offered 
the only bid for waste col-
lection. The sides agreed 
on a contract that calls for 
annual increases in fees.

Fee increases are sub-
ject to the Consumer 
Price Index but capped 
at 3%. While the CPI was 
3.7%, the fee increase 
this year will only be 3%, 
Seidenberger said.

With the increase, the 
cost of a 30-gallon trash 
bag is $2.25. Examples of 

First United Methodist Church lawn turns into Pumpkin Patch
Dalondo Moultrie
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Pumpkins, possibly 
“The Great Pumpkin” 
and great times arrived in 
Seguin over the weekend 
ushering in a fall classic for 
the area sure to bring joy 
to many.

In fact, shortly after high 
school football players and 
other volunteers unloaded 
hundreds of gourds Sunday 
afternoon onto the grounds 
of First United Methodist 

Church, guests spread out 
to get their pick of pump-
kins and take part in the 
annual tradition of visit-
ing the church’s Pumpkin 
Patch.

Josette Haecker has vis-
ited the Pumpkin Patch 
annually for at least the 
two-plus decades since 
her daughter was born. 
She shared in the festivi-
ties Sunday with her niece 
Brittany Backer and great-
niece, Magnolia Backer, 
Brittany’s 4-month-old 

daughter.
“My daughter is 21 now, 

and I’ve been coming here 
since she was (Magnolia’s) 
size,” Haecker said. “Every 
generation, we come here.”

Brittany agreed, saying 
she has visited the Pumpkin 
Patch each of the past 15 
years and she wouldn’t miss 
the chance to introduce the 
tradition to her daughter. 
Her reasons for visiting the 
patch so often vary.

Dolando Moultrie
 - The Seguin Gazette

Brittany backer helps 
4-month-old daughter 
Magnolia pose between 
large pumpkins and hold-
ing a smaller one Sunday, 
Oct. 3, 2021, during a trip 
to the Pumpkin Patch at 
First United Methodist 
Church in Seguin.
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Spice, the kitten, looks on as St. Andrews Episcopal Church Father Stephen 
Shortess blesses him on Monday, Oct. 4, 2021 at Seguin Animal Services. 

Chamber selects 
Jenke to head up 
daily operations
Dalondo Moultrie
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The reins of the Seguin 
Chamber of Commerce 
were handed over to a new 
leader who has accepted 
the job of steering 
the local organiza-
tion.

Chamber offi-
cials announced 
Tuesday that 
Chester Jenke, Jr., 
a former execu-
tive with the 
Greater New 
Braunfels Chamber 
of Commerce, 
will take on the 
role of president for the 
Seguin Area Chamber of 
Commerce, following the 
recent retirement of Kendy 
Gravett.

He has plans to help the 
chamber in assisting local 
business and it starts with 

old fashioned legwork, 
Jenke said.

“A lot of it is kind of 
‘boots on the ground,’ if you 
will,” he said. “Get those 
boots on the ground and 
talk with the businesses 

to make sure that 
we’re engaged with 
them and under-
stand what their 
business needs are.”

Jenke recently 
served as the vice 
president of the 
New Braunfels 
E c o n o m i c 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Corporation, as 
well as the New 

Braunfels’ chamber of com-
merce.

He worked 10 years as a 
community college campus 
administrator after spend-
ing 23 years in the United 

Chester
Jenke
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