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Good things 
come to those 
who study

Joe Martin
The Seguin Gazette

A Seguin High School 
senior has been distin-
guished for his academic 
excellence amongst mil-
lions of high school stu-
dents throughout the coun-
try.

The road to excel-
lence began many years 
ago for 17-year-old Andy 
McDowall, the teen said. 
However, his recent success 
at becoming a semifinalist 
in the 2020 National Merit 
Scholarship Program is one 
major achievement of his 
scholastic career he is able 
to share with a community 
of folks, a school adminis-
trator said.

“There were 1.5 mil-
lion juniors of the class of 
2020 that took the PSAT in 
over 21,000 high schools,” 
Seguin High School 
Principal Hector Esquivel 
said. “Andy scored among 
the top 16,000 to become 
a National Merit semifinal-
ist. This is a huge deal.

“To be noticed among 
those numbers is rare. It’s 
not only a special moment 

for Andy but our campus 
as well.”

Although the road has 
been difficult, McDowall 
credits his academic 
accomplishments to his 
competitive nature and a 
push from his parents to 
strive for success, he said.

“It feels absolutely out-
standing, it really is the 
best feeling,” McDowall 
said. “I’ve worked really 
hard. This is the first time 
someone outside of the 
Seguin bubble has come in 
and said, ‘Hey, congratula-
tions, you did something 
outstanding.’ My family’s 
motto toward my educa-
tion has always been to just 
do the hardest thing possi-
ble and everything else will 
probably fall into place. So 
I’ve been taking the PSAT 
since eighth grade.”

Qualifying as a semi-
finalist in the National 
Merit Scholarship Program 
requires students to take 
the PSAT/National Merit 
Scholarship Qualifying Test 
and be among the highest 
ranked in the country. His 
achievement took years of 

Seguin High School student ranks 
among 16,000 best in Merit program

Joe Martin
The Seguin Gazette

A group of local college students 
gathered to volunteer Saturday at 
Seguin Animal Services to play with 
pups and entertain kittens all in the 
name of helping others.

The group of around 26 Texas 
Lutheran University students came 
to the shelter to continue their uni-
versity’s 10-year tradition of helping 
the community every fall.

“I’ve always liked doing commu-
nity service,” 18-year-old political 
science major and TLU freshman 
Christian Molina said. “One day in 
freshman experience class H.O.T. 
Dogs was mentioned, which is an 
event that allows people to come to 
TLU with volunteer needs, and those 
needs are filled by TLU students. I 
figured what better opportunity than 
this to go have a little fun.”

H.O.T. (Helping Others Together) 
Dogs Annual Day of Service is an 
opportunity for students to learn 
about different community-based 
organizations and meet some area 
residents. With a theme this year of 
“Pass the Torch,” representatives of 
the school were scheduled to be out 
from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday for 
the annual event.

H.O.T. Dogs, which is organized 
by the university’s Center for Servant 
Leadership, is a way for Bulldogs to 
get involved. It is just one of many 
such attempts at fostering commu-
nity involvement, according to infor-
mation provided on the university’s 
website.

More than 370 students signed 
up to join in this year’s festivities, 

said Morgan Klaser, director of 
the Jon and Sandra Moline Center 
for Servant Leadership at TLU. 
The H.O.T. in H.O.T. Dogs stands 
for Helping Others Together, and 
of course the dogs is short for the 
school mascot, Klaser said. 

Seguin Animal Services was just 
one among the 17 different organi-
zations listed to receive help during 
this year’s H.O.T. Dogs services day. 
However, Molina said that once the 
shelter was available, offering his 
help was a no-brainer.

Joe Martin - The Seguin Gazette

Two TLU freshman Clyde Jones (left) and Eli Keller take a dog for a stroll in front of the Seguin Animal Services building 
on Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019. 

TLU going to the Dogs

Area leaders collaborate to solve transportation issues between neighboring counties and cities

 Special to The Seguin Gazette

Seguin High School senior and National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram semifi nalist Andy McDowall poses in his NJROTC uniform 
for a photo with Seguin High School Principal Hector Esqiuvel.

ABOVE: Martha King, an 18-year-
old TLU freshman and athletic train-
ing major, poses for a selfi e with a 
puppy Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019, at 
Seguin Animal Services. RIGHT: TLU 
freshman and applied physics major 
Addison Hild, 19,  cradles a puppy on 
Saturday, Sept. 14, 2019, at Seguin 
Animal Services.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Lindsey Carnett

The Herald-Zeitung

Roads don’t stop at city or 
even county lines —  they’re 
regional assets providing 
connectivity, a truth local 
leaders are aware of and have 
begun working on together.

In the past year, officials 
from Comal and Guadalupe 
counties as well as those from 
the cities of New Braunfels 
and Seguin have begun 
working together to push 

forward road projects that 
would benefit the region. 

A year since the formation 
of a regional group with the 
vested interest of local trans-
portation between the two 
cities, officials feel progress is 
being made, but could stand 
to move faster.

“The way we’re able to 
work together at the (Alamo 
Area Metropolitan Planning 
Organization) has manifested 
in us being able to share the 
leadership, but also it’s given 

us a stronger voice when we 
talk to the MPO or interact 
with (the Texas Department 
of Transportation),” said 
Kevin Webb, Comal County 
Precinct 3 commissioner.

AAMPO directs state 
and federal funding toward 
mobility projects in Bexar, 
Comal, Guadalupe and 
Kendall counties. It projects 
the four-county region will 
add 1.5 million more resi-
dents in the next 35 years. 

MIKALA COMPTON - 
The Herald-Zeitung

A truck drives 
along Highway 46 
on Tuesday, Sept. 
10, 2019. The 
highway is being 
considered for up-
grades between 
Seguin and New 
Braunfels.
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