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Abbott rescinds all state mandates
Texas businesses open to 100%, masks no longer mandatory beginning next week

Greg Abbott
Texas 

Governor

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott 
announced Tuesday his 
intention to lift most all 
state-issued pandemic-relat-
ed mandates including the 
masks order and opening 
businesses 100%.

His order rescinding most 
of his earlier executive orders 

goes into effect March 10, 
Abbott said at a press confer-
ence in Lubbock.

“For nearly a half a year, 
most businesses have been 
open either 75% or 50%,” 
he said. “During that time, 
too many Texans have been 
sidelined from employment 
opportunities, too many 
small business owners have 
struggled to pay their bills. 

This must end. It is now time 
to open Texas 100%.”

The state has been operat-
ing since last March under 
an executive order the gover-
nor issued limiting capacity 
in nearly all businesses and 
facilities. Texas residents have 
been restricted to wearing 
face coverings in public and 
businesses were sometimes 
charged with enforcing mask 

ordinances at their establish-
ments.

Businesses may still limit 
capacity or implement addi-
tional safety protocols at their 
own discretion, Abbott said.

Removal of the handcuffs 
is good for business and will 
be good for his employees, 
said Gregg Woodall, owner of 
1916 Bar & Bistro in Seguin.

“I didn’t have a problem 

following the mandates and 

doing what we needed to do 

as a business,” Woodall said. 

“I felt a lot of pressure was 

put on us to police the public. 

I didn’t agree with that aspect 

of it. At the end of the day, 

each person is responsible for 

themselves.”

Restaurant and bar staff 
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A pair of Tyson team members load up a car with food from the company’s Disaster Relief Deployment on Saturday, 
Feb. 27, 2021.

Panthers help feed community at joint food drive
Dalondo Moultrie
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A Seguin couple said 
they were still reeling from 
lasting affects of the win-
ter storm that pounded this 
area nearly two weeks ago.

As they waited in a 
line Saturday morning to 
receive some much need-
ed assistance, Tina Ritchie 
described how dire her fam-
ily’s situation was while she 
sat next to her husband in 

their car.
“We had a lot of trouble, 

he was out of work,” she 
said. “[The storm] knocked 
him out of both of his jobs. 
It put us in a bind.”

Not receiving her hus-
band’s pay check, the couple 
struggled to find ways of 
feeding themselves and their 
two daughters, Ritchie said. 
They found assistance at the 
Rick Martin Memorial Food 
Distribution event held in 
partnership of Guadalupe 

County and the San Antonio 
Food Bank on Saturday at 
Navarro ISD’s intermediate 
school.

Amid coping with the 
coronavirus pandemic and 
then the difficulties present-
ed by storm-caused power 
and water outages, more 
people are in need of food, 
said Mario Obledo, Jr., chief 
of government and public 
affairs at the San Antonio 
Food Bank.
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Volunteer James Coker of 
Seguin loads bottled wa-
ter and other items into 
a sport utility vehicle to 
help families in need Sat-
urday, February 27, 2021, 
during a mega food dis-
tribution coordinated by 
Guadalupe County at Na-
varro ISD.

FOOD - 10

Handled with care

Tyson Disaster Relief stocks up employees, community on food, water
Felicia Frazar
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Tony Martinez ended his 
eighth day of work at Tyson 
on Saturday by getting in 
his truck and waiting in 
a line with his fellow co-
workers in a parking lot at 
the back of the poultry pro-
cessing facility in Seguin.

Members of the facility’s 
management team along-
side corporate partners 
loaded up Martinez’s truck, 
along with the 600 other 
employees, with food and 
water provided by Tyson’s 
Disaster Deployment Relief 
effort. 

“I think this is great,” 
Martinez said. “People need 
help and this is a good way 
to do it. They helped us out 
before here and there, but 
this is pretty good. This is 
great.”

As the winter storm that 
dropped several inches of 
snow across the state waged, 
store shelves were picked 
clean and some companies, 
like Tyson, halted produc-
tion for the safety of their 
employees and to help con-
server energy. 

Knowing the implica-
tions of bare shelves and 
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Tyson Seguin Complex Manager Jess Chadick fi st 
bumps an employee during the food distribution 
event for Tyson employees on Saturday, Feb. 27, 
2021, at the Seguin facility. 
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Authorities took about a 
half kilogram of cocaine off 
the streets last week during 
a traffic stop on Interstate 
10 in Guadalupe County.

The stop and discovery 
about 10:50 a.m. Thursday 
led to arrests of a pair of 
Laredo men, Guadalupe 
County Sheriff ’s Narcotics 
Lt. John Flores said. 

Guadalupe County 
Sheriff ’s Cpl. Dustin 
Crawford and his canine 
partner “Eddie” made the 
discovery and subsequent 
arrest following a traffic 
stop on Interstate 10 near 
mile marker 603.

“After speaking with the 
driver and passenger of the 
vehicle, Cpl. Crawford sus-
pected the vehicle may be 
involved in transporting 

illegal drugs,” Flores said.
Crawford had Eddie 

walk around the 2014 
Chevrolet Malibu with two 
people in it, Flores said. 
The dog indicated it detect-
ed an odor of illicit drugs, 
the lieutenant said.

The corporal searched 
the inside of the car and 
found a white grocery bag 
with multiple ziplock bags 
of suspected cocaine under 
the front passenger seat, 
Flores said. The suspect-
ed drugs weighed about 
766 grams, with an esti-
mated street value of about 
$27,000, he said.

“Highway traffic inves-
tigations are valuable to 
all citizens of this county,” 
Flores said. “We are doing 
our small part to curb the 
transportation of illegal 
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Guadalupe County Sheriff’s deputies seized about half of a 
kilogram of cocaine recently during a traffi c stop. 

Traffic stop 
leads to drugs; 
2 men arrested
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