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Special to the Seguin Gazette

Frank Sullivan, Kelle Sullivan and Lone Star Region Commissioner Will Vick announce the upcoming project, Texas 
Tigers Beach Complex, set to open next year, at the Texas Tigers Sports Complex on Cordova Road. 

Building a sand castle

Prosecutor seeking bid for 25th District Judge seat
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

A Guadalupe County pros-
ecutor announced her bid 
for the Republican nomina-
tion for the position of 25th 
Judicial District Judge.

Jacqueline Phillips Ott, 
who has served in various 
capacities in both the pros-
ecutor’s office and in private 

legal practice, said her deci-
sion to run was one she has 
thought about for quite a 
while.

“This is something I’ve 
always wanted, to run for this 
office. It was just deciding 
what time was appropriate,” 
she said. “District judges have 
the sacred responsibility to 
protect the public safety and 
to protect the public’s trust. 

I have spent the majority of 
my professional legal career 
protecting the public safety 
as a criminal and civil pros-
ecutor. I believe deeply that 
our district judges must act 
with the highest degree of 
ethics and integrity and not 
act with partiality, favoritism, 
or misuse their high office by 
holding grudges or settling 
political scores.”

Ott has spent may years 
inside a courtroom either 
practicing law or learning.

“My dad was a district 
judge for 16 years, several 
other family members and 
close family friends were dis-
trict judges, including one 
family friend who served for 
24 years,” she said. “I have 
worked in the court system 
and with the campaigning for 

more than 20 years. I am 

very familiar with how courts 

work, how courts should be 

run and how they work in 

a variety of different ways, 

including specialty courts.”

Currently, Ott serves as an 

assistant district attorney for 

Guadalupe County, where 

she has served for the past 
Jacqueline 
Phillips Ott

Local couple announces plans to create beach volleyball complex

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Texas Tigers Volleyball’s com-
plex is set to dig its toes into the 
sand.

Recently, owners Frank and 
Kelle Sullivan announced that they 
are expanding the offerings at the 
local complex that already houses 
four indoor courts and a CrossFit 
box to include eight sand vol-
leyball courts called Texas Tigers 
Beach Complex.

“We’ve been working on this 
since May,” Kelle said. “We’re 
doing this with the assistance of 
the Lone Star Volleyball Region 
Association and the USA Volleyball 
Association.”

The couple talked to a Lone 
Star Region Volleyball Association 
board director, who mentioned the 
possibility of developing a beach 
complex, Kelle said.

“They asked if we would be 
interested in something like that 
and I thought, ‘yes,”’ she said. “We 
put together some information and 
a proposal, gathered information 
and submitted it to the board of 
directors this summer.”

After some back and forth dis-
cussions between the board and the 
Sullivans, the sight was approved.

“Without the cooperation of the 
Lone Star Volleyball association 
and the USA Volleyball associa-
tion, this really wouldn’t have been 
possible at this level,” Kelle said.

Building the new facility
Initially, the thought was to 

bring in four courts, but owner-
ship eventually expanded that idea 
to include eight courts, with four 
under a roof unit, Kelle said.

“The roof unit itself is the same 
size as our big gym out there right 

now, but it is going to be about 10 
feet taller than the indoor facility,” 
she said. “It is going to be a big 
structure and it is going to pro-
vide fabulous shade and protection 
from the South Texas heat and 
sun. It is so unyielding and brutal 
at times.”

The roof was a last-minute addi-
tion by Frank, who designed the 
complex, Kelle said.

“It was really Frank’s idea to put 
the roof unit over it to allow for 
the opportunity for kids to play a 
little bit longer, to offer that level 
of protection from the sun so that 
they may be able to enjoy it a little 
bit longer during the day,” she said.

The concept is a unique one, as 
Kelle said she is unaware of any 
others like it in the state. 

“There are several facilities that 
have sand indoor, but this isn’t 
sand indoor because it is not an 
included building,” she said. “It 
is sand with a roof unit for shade 
protection.”

While Frank oversaw and physi-
cally built the original buildings of 
the Tiger Sports Complex, he will 
take a step back this time around, 
Kelle said. 

“Frank is the one that designed 
this, he’ll be the one to oversee 

all of the construction, but we’re 
not going to be physically doing 
all of the construction,” she said. 
“We have subcontractors that are 
going to come and do the work for 
us. We’re going to get started in a 
couple of weeks.”

With this portion of the com-
plex outdoors and near a neigh-
borhood, the Sullivans are very 
conscientious about being good 
neighbors.

“We’re very well aware and in-
tuned to our neighbors. I feel we’ve 
been good neighbors so far and I 
feel we can continue to be that,” 
Kelle said. “I’m not planning or 
anticipating any all-night volley-
ball tournaments.”

Location, Location, Location
The Texas Tigers Sports Clubs 

began in a one-court facility behind 
Frank and Kelle’s business, Sullivan 
Contracting. The couple sold the 
business in 2013 and moved their 
facility and six teams to a 30-acre 
lot on Cordova Road.

Once construction was com-
pleted on the facility in the fall of 
2016, it housed three indoor courts 
and a separate 5,000 square-foot 

Special to the Seguin Gazette

An artist’s rendering shows what the Texas Tiger Beach Complex will look like 
when it opens next year. 

COMPLEX - 5

OTT - 3

2 garbage sites 
to reopen, 1 
remains closed

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

It’s been three months 
and counting since a 
Guadalupe County 
Commissioners Court vote 
ended municipal trash 
collection at the county’s 
three refuse stations, but 
an apparent end is in sight.

The court voted Tuesday 
to reenter into an agree-
ment with its contrac-
tor Republic Services to 
operate two of the three 
collection sites. The third 
will remain closed, but the 
move means a reprieve for 
residents who had nowhere 
to dispose of their garbage 
since Aug. 1.

“It’s not necessarily an 
ideal contract, not a cheap 
contract, but it’s a con-
tract,” Pct. 1 Commissioner 
Greg Seidenberger said. “I 
would’ve preferred all three 
stations be open but two is 
better than none.”

Collection stations in 
Kingsbury and Marion on 
either side of the county will 
be reopened. The agree-
ment calls for Republic 
again to start operating the 
dumps at the beginning of 
November, but the com-
pany could start sooner, 
according to talks Tuesday 
between a representative 
and commissioners.

The new agreement 
comes with an increase 
in fees for community 
members from $1.25 per 
30-gallon trash bag to $2 
per bag, Seidenberger said. 
Republic will operate the 
stations 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday. Only county resi-
dents will be allowed to 
drop off garbage and they 
will have to prove residen-
cy by showing their current 
utility bill with a county 
address on it, a valid Texas 
driver’s license bearing a 
county address or having a 
vehicle registration out of 
Guadalupe County.

Guadalupe County 
will pay a little more on 
its end and the rates will 
increase annually by either 
3% or the consumer price 
index, whichever is high-
er. Commissioners court 
seemed poised to sign a 

contract Tuesday, but the 
one in hand did not include 
a couple last-minute chang-
es Republic requested.

The vendor asked for the 
contract to last for three 
years with an option for 
two one-year extensions 
and that recycling for glass 
be discontinued at the sites. 
The court voted to approve 
the changes and autho-
rize County Judge Kyle 
Kutscher to sign the pact 
once the changes are made 
and Republic’s representa-
tive signs the agreement.

After the first three 
years, either party can 
decline the extension, 
Seidenberger said.

“If it’s working for us, 
great,” he said. “If it’s not, 
we have an out.”

The shorter contract 
will allow the county to 
assess its options moving 
forward at the end of three 
years, he said. It could 
prove beneficial financially, 
Seidenberger said.

“I’m happy with the 
three-year contract. A lot 
can happen in three years,” 
he said. “We can get better 
data and know who we’re 
serving. Plus, we could 
get another competitor.”
More bids next time for 
trash collection service 
could drive down the costs, 
Seidenberger said.

Republic let the court 
know earlier this year that 
the company wanted to 
make changes to the exist-
ing contract to run the 
sites. Both sides were in 
discussions to settle on a 
contract when negotiations 
broke down.

The court voted not to 
renew Republic’s contract 
and the company stopped 
providing services leav-
ing many residents in the 
unincorporated areas of 
Guadalupe County with no 
options for trash dispos-
al. Some contracted with 
other private vendors while 
others waited it out as best 
they could.

Officials asked for pro-
posals from Republic and 
other companies to come 
up with the best deal for 
Guadalupe County. At a 

Contract will get Kingsbury, Marion collection 
stations operational starting November
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