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County opts in to reopening bars
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Thoughts of the 
Depression-era tune “Happy 
Days Are Here Again” 
might pop into the minds of 
Guadalupe County residents 
when they learn the news that 
County Judge Kyle Kutscher 
made the move to reopen 
area bars that were shut down 
due to the pandemic.

In the summer, Texas Gov. 
Greg Abbott shuttered drink-
ing establishments across 
the state to help prevent the 
spread of COVID-19. On 
Wednesday, Abbott ordered 
that the businesses could 
reopen, but only under cer-
tain circumstances and only 
if county judges opted in to 
allow the reopening.

“Last week, the gover-
nor came out and said bars 

need to open,” Kutscher 
said. “Businesses have been 
impacted for months and 
months and they need to 
open. But then he went on to 
say, ‘but, the county judge has 
to make the decision.’”

Kutscher said he made 
the decision Monday after 
rounds of talks with affected 
individuals, business own-
ers, city and county leaders, 
law enforcement personnel 

and more. About 1:40 p.m. 
Monday, he filed forms with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission so bars in the 
county could begin reopen-
ing Wednesday.

Those businesses may 
not begin operating again 
until the county gets a final 
go-ahead from the TABC, 
Kutscher said.

Certain protocols must be 
followed if a county judge 

opts into opening bars, the 
governor said. Dance floors 
in bars and similar places 
must remain closed, he said.

Also, similar to with res-
taurants, people inside bars 
must be seated while eating 
or drinking, though there will 
be some exceptions made for 
breweries, distilleries and 
wineries, Abbott said. Bar 
patrons must also wear masks 

Kyle Kutscher
Guadalupe 

County 
Judge
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The line wrapped around the block for the fi rst day of early voting on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020, at the Guadalupe County 
Elections Offi ce in Seguin.

Long awaited 
County residents flock to vote centers early to cast ballots
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

A line wrapped around 
the Guadalupe County 
Elections Office and 
down the block Tuesday 
morning as dozens of 
people from around the 
area braved the heat to 
cast their ballot. 

Seguin resident Adam 
Montoya, who was 
among those in line, said 
his passion for this year’s 
election moved him to 
vote for the first time. 

“It is very important 
to me,” he said. “As far 
as the economy being 
shut down – I work for 
a small business myself, 
and it’s really hard for 
us right now. So I’d like 
for things to get up and 
going before they end 
up shutting down. I’ve 
been at a local business 
here in Seguin for almost 
20 years now. A lot of 
people, their livelihood 

depends on this election 
right here.” 

Montoya said passions 
surrounding the election 
have run hot throughout 
many online platforms 
and that the best way to 
express an opinion is on a 
ballot, not behind a key-
board. 

“A lot of people on 
social media are back and 
forth, and I always tell 
them, ‘well, if you have 
a person that you hate so 
much, then go and show 
through your votes if you 
don’t want that person in 
office,’” he said. “I don’t 
see anyone out here that 
was on Facebook saying 
anything. There aren’t a 
lot of young people even 
here. I’m here.” 

Montoya said it took 
nearly an hour to make 
his way to the front of the 
line and during that time 
a woman several people 

Follis announces retirement from County Court at Law

Firefighter, 
school board 
member dies
Navarro ISD trustee, Geronimo 
VFD treasurer Rick Martin died 
after hospitalized for COVID-19
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

After battling COVID in 
a hospital, an area school 
board member and vol-
unteer firefighter died on 
Monday.

Rick Martin served 
his country and commu-
nity in various aspects. He 
retired from the Air Force, 
and more recently from his 
job in civil service, which 

stemmed from his career in 
the military. He also was a 
trustee on the Navarro ISD 
School Board, served in the 
Geronimo Volunteer Fire 
Department, and helped out 
his community where ever 
he could.

News of his death came 
as a shock to many, includ-
ing Geronimo Fire Chief 
Michael Castro.

Matadors benched 
due to coronavirus
115 Seguin ISD students, 9 staff 
quarantined; 4 students, 2 staff positive

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

The Matadors varsity 
and junior varsity games 
slated for this week were 
sidelined due to COVID-
19.

While none of the play-
ers have tested positive for 
the coronavirus, several 
starters are quarantined, 
Seguin ISD spokesman 
Sean Hoffmann said.

“Both coaches agree it 

was appropriate to cancel,” 
he said.

The Matadors were 
scheduled to face Kerrville 
Tivy  this week — freshman 
and junior varsity games 
on Wednesday and varsity 
on Thursday. However, the 
district released a statement 
on Friday, Oct. 9 announc-
ing the game’s cancelation.

“It is our regret to inform 
you that the Oct. 14 fresh-
man and junior varsity and 

MATADORS - 12

MARTIN - 10
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Dozens lined up in front of the Guadalupe County Elec-
tion Offi ce to cast their ballots on Tuesday, Oct. 13, 2020. 

BARS - 12

Dalondo Moultrie
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Back when he graduated law 
school years ago, Guadalupe 
County Court at Law No. 2 
Judge Frank Follis aspired 
to fight hard for the falsely 
accused as a criminal defense 
attorney.

He had seen lawyers crack-

ing cases on television and 
wanted to do his part to help 
the world.

“When I got out of law 
school, I was going to be the 
next Perry Mason, righting the 
wrongs and uncovering the 
injustices,” Follis said, but there 
was one problem. “I couldn’t 
find any. All my clients were 
guilty as sin.”

The revelation led him 
to leave private practice and 
become a prosecutor, which led 
to a judgeship. Now, Follis has 
announced he intends to leave 
the bench in favor of retire-
ment, traveling the country 
with his wife Penny and living 
the good life.

“I’ve been in the criminal 

Dalondo Moultrie - The 
Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County Court 
at Law No. 2 Judge Frank 
Follis sits at his desk in 
the Guadalupe County 
Justice Center. Follis re-
cently announced his re-
tirement from the bench. 

FOLLIS - 11

VOTING - 10


