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Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette

More and more peo-
ple are concerned they 
have the coronavirus or 
they’ve been in contact 
with someone who has 
tested positive.

A pair of teams from 
the Texas National 
Guard tested about 440 
people at the mobile 
testing site Monday in 
Seguin. The previous 
week, 275 people were 
tested at a different 
mobile site in Seguin.

According to the 
Texas Department of 
State Health Services, 

3,605 COVID-19 tests 
had been adminis-
tered as of Tuesday in 
Guadalupe County to 
date. 

Guadalupe County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Patrick 
Pinder encouraged peo-
ple to only get tested if 
they are showing symp-
toms. If they have con-
cerns about exposure 
risks, he urged people 
to contact their general 
physician. 

“If you are showing 
signs and symptoms, 
get tested,” he said. “If 
you’re not, check with 
your local primary care 

physician and talk to 
them. If you’re not sick, 
there is no need for you 
to get tested.”

The number of active 
cases of COVID-19 in 

Guadalupe County 

increased exponentially 

in the past week. 

As of Tuesday evening, 

Seguin cancels July 4 parade, fireworks
Joe Martin
The Seguin Gazette

Seguin has canceled all city-
based Fourth of July celebrations 
this year. 

Seguin City Council members 
made the decision regarding 
the Biggest Small Town Fourth 
of July Parade during an emer-
gency special meeting Monday 
evening. In a unanimous vote, 
the council canceled the parade 
due to safety concerns under a 
motion by councilman Ernest 
Leal and seconded by council-
woman Jeanette “Jet” Crabb. 

“I’m really saddened by 
[this],” Seguin Mayor Don Keil 

said. “This is my favorite thing 
that Seguin does. This is the big-
gest, loudest and most fun fam-
ily event that we have all year 
long and, unfortunately, we have 
to cancel it. This is just some-
thing that we have to do, but 
I’m glad that we were able to at 
least give people a little bit more 
of a notice than we originally 
thought… so people can make 
plans and do what they need to 
do. It’s just something that really 
breaks my heart, but unfortu-
nately, it’s necessary.” 

The council’s decision to can-
cel the festivities follows a recent 
spike of COVID-19 cases as of 
Friday, June 19. 

Seguin City Manager 
Steve Parker said the most 
recent update from the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services put Guadalupe County 
at 182 active cases as of Monday. 

As a result of the rising num-
bers of active cases, Keil said the 
move to squash the parade was 
clear. 

“It was an easy decision to 
make because we’ve been moni-
toring this,” Keil said. “We were 
watching this all last week, so 
I knew that we would have to 
make this decision one way 
or the other pretty quickly. 
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Dozens of vehicles make their way through the coned path for people to get tested for the coronavirus on Monday, 
June 22, 2020, in the Seguin ISD parking lot. 

Drive thru testing
Mobile site administers 440 coronavirus tests

File photo

The Guadalupe Valley Young Marines march through town during last 
year’s Biggest Small Town Fourth of July Parade.

Area businesses help hospital’s effort to fight COVID
Katy O’Bryan - 

The Seguin Gazette

Local business repre-
sentatives present the 
Guadalupe Regional 
Medical Foundation board 
members gather with a 
check representing about 
$100,000 worth of donat-
ed equipment on Tuesday, 
June 23, 2020, at the Gua-
dalupe Regional Medical 
Center East Campus.

Katy O’Bryan
The Seguin Gazette

Local manufacturing 
businesses rallied togeth-
er to donate COVID-19 
testing machines to the 
Guadalupe Regional 
Medical Foundation for 
the hospital’s efforts in 
fighting the pandemic. 

Alamo Group (TX) 
Inc., Caterpillar Inc., 
Commercial Metals 

Company-Steel Texas, 
GVEC, E.P.M.P. LTD. and 
Republic Plastics LTD. 
were involved in the com-
bined effort, donating 
more than $100,000 in 
equipment to GRMF for 
the Guadalupe Regional 
Medical Center. 

“It was an effort cre-
ated by Dr. Phillip Rinn. 
He is a great doctor, local 
physician, strong family 
roots; he gets healthcare,” 

said Elaine Bennett, CEO 
of Guadalupe Regional 
Medical Foundation, at a 
recognition ceremony on 
Tuesday. 

“Ian Burden, of the 
Alamo Group, saw what 
the hospital was needing 
to process tests, and lit 
a fire of generosity that 
spread,” Bennett said. 

“Ian reached out to the 

County follows 
state’s lead, extends 
disaster declaration
Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette

The county extended it’s 
local disaster declaration 
to keep in line with the 
state’s.

County commissioners 
during a regular meeting 
Tuesday morning extend-
ed the local declaration of 
disaster order and public 
health emergency until a 
similar order Gov. Greg 
Abbott signed ends state-
wide.

Guadalupe County 
Commissioners Court 

approved the measure 
by a 4-0 vote. Precinct 4 
Commissioner Judy Cope 
was not at the meeting. 
The order can be rescind-
ed at any time. 

E m e r g e n c y 
Management Coordinator 
Patrick Pinder recom-
mended the court extend 
the order another 30 days 
or until Abbott suspends 
his order.

Pinder made the rec-
ommendation follow-
ing an update he gave 
Commissioners Court on 
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Members of the Texas National Guard direct people wait-
ing to be tested into cue lines at a mobile COVID-19 test-
ing site on Monday, June 22, 2020, at the Seguin ISD 
parking lot. 

Kutscher urges 
residents to 
reverse virus trend
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County 
Judge Kyle Kutscher is ask-
ing the community to come 
together to help reverse 
the current trend of ris-
ing numbers of positive 
cases of COVID-19 in the 
county.

Following an address 
from Texas Gov. Greg 

Abbott outlining statewide 
increases in new posi-
tive cases of the disease 
and hospitalizations for it, 
Kutscher agreed that peo-
ple need to pitch in for 
change. People statewide 
need to go back to prac-
ticing social distancing as 
they did a couple weeks 
ago, prioritize hygiene, and 
wear face coverings when 
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