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A conference room in The Rise — a co-working space — allows for visitors to meet privately in the new downtown busi-
ness.

Rising up
New business brings co-working space to downtown Seguin

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

There’s a new business down-
town and its owner is hoping to see 
it “Rise” to the challenge.

Seguin native Erik 
Saengerhausen purchased the 
building at 204 S. Austin St. that 
formerly housed Playoffs Sports 
Bar and converted it into a co-
working space, called The Rise.

“If you’re a member, you can 
come in here and use it,” he said. 

The business boasts a vari-
ety of ways to use the space in 
a more flexible, relaxed setting, 
Saengerhausen said.

“You just come and sit down and 
do your thing,” he said. “If you want 
to have a meeting with someone,

 

Dalondo Moultrie
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Pinwheels are spinning 
awareness into the con-
sciousness of folks across 
Guadalupe County.

Along side them are signs 
pointing out that 720 chil-
dren were reported victims 
of child abuse in Guadalupe 
County in 2020.

Volunteers planted hun-
dreds of the children’s toys 
at various places in honor 
of National Child Abuse 
Awareness and Prevention 
Month.

“We have them at 13 dif-
ferent locations across the 
county,” Guadalupe County 
Children’s Advocacy Center 
Executive Director Christy 
Williams said. “We scaled 
it back a bit. We only put 
out 40 pinwheels at each 
location.”

In previous years, hun-
dreds of the wheels would 
shimmer and spin in the 
wind — each one represent-
ing a victim. Though vol-
unteers planted fewer pin-
wheels this year, the toys are 
joined in their campaign to 
enlighten residents about 

the horrors of child abuse, 
Williams said.

“The signs we put out 
say how many children 
were served by our center 
last year, which was 720 in 
2020,” she said. “We also 
have another sign out 
that asks people to be a 
Champion for Courageous 
Children.”

Along with the pin-
wheel displays, she and 
other organizers are offer-
ing community education 
presentations surrounding 
the scourge of child abuse 

Organization puts spotlight on child abuse, 720 victims
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Pinwheels and a sign by the 
Guadalupe County Children’s 
Advocacy Center implore  the 
community to make a change 
and stop child abuse. 
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Denim, classic 
tunes slated 
for fundraiser
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Denim and classic ’80s 
music are on tap this week-
end to help raise money for 
children in foster care.

In the past five years, 
TruLight 127 Ministries 
has helped more than 1,000 
children and hundreds of 
families through their pro-
grams, including housing 
children at the TruLight 
127 Village just outside of 
Marion. 

While the nonprofit 
organization’s founders and 
board have seen generos-
ity from donors through-
out the years, they need 
a little more of a push for 
fundraising efforts and are 
hosting their first Blue Jean 
Ball, starting at 6:30 p.m. 
Saturday at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel, 1001 E. 
McCarty Lane, San Marcos.

“The need to help foster 
kids has increased during 
the pandemic, so has the 
need to raise funds to care 
for them,” TruLight 127 
Board member Jane Davis 
said. “So this is our first 
big, get-dressed-up-and-
sit-down-for-dinner event. 
We’re really excited.”

Timing for the event 
coincides with Child Abuse 
Awareness Month and 
gives organizers the ability 
to shine “truth and light” 
on the subject, Davis said.

“The whole night 
planned is going to be a 
wonderful mix of fun and 
sharing the mission of 
TruLight127, which is to 

shine truth and light on 
the world of hurt children 
by putting James 1:27 into 
action,” she said. “April is 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month and what I think 
we want people to know is 
that there are hurt children 
right now in our commu-
nity. And it’s up to all of 
us to band together to take 
care of them. “

Event organizers wanted 
to keep the event causal, 
and opted for a Blue Jean 
Ball instead of a black-tie 
gala.

“We’re pretty casual folks 
over here at TruLight,” she 
said. “We wanted to pick a 
theme that would be casu-
al, fun, but still have a gala 
feel to it. Folks can come 
dressed in their best cow-
boy hats, sparkles, and of 
course, jeans.”

Headlining the event 
is the popular ’80s cover 
band the The Spazmatics, 
who are known to bring a 
high level of energy to their 
shows. 

“They’re an ’80s rock 
cover band from Austin 
who dressed like nerds and 
geeks,” Davis said. “They’ll 
be playing the favorites like 
‘What I Like About You’ 
and ‘Whip It’ while folks 
sip their drinks and peruse 
the  auction items.”

The program will fea-
ture a 12-year-old girl who 
asked to share her experi-
ence of being in foster care 
and getting adopted by a 
TruLight family, Davis said. 
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STAAR testing halted for several students
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Technical issues postponed  
STAAR test for some area students.

The Texas Education Agency 
said there were connectivity issues 
with the STAAR Online Testing 
Platform that prevented students 
from accessing the test, according 
to a release sent out by the agency.

Districts began administering 
the state’s assessment tests Tuesday. 
The three tests affected were the 
fourth-grad writing, seventh-grade 
writing and English I. 

“This was the first of five days 
that students were eligible to take 
one of these three tests online,” the 
TEA said.

Just after 10:15 a.m. Tuesday, 
the agency told districts about 

the issues and advised them to 
halt testing until the problem was 
solved with hopes of resuming 
online testing Tuesday, the release 
stated.

At Seguin ISD, some students 
were affected by the outage. Four 
of Seguin ISD’s campuses partici-
pated in online testing Tuesday 
—  Jefferson, Rodriguez, Weinert 
and McQueeney, Seguin ISD 

Spokesman Sean Hoffman said.  
With 30 fourth graders slated to 
test Tuesday, 21 were able to suc-
cessfully submit their finished 
exams. 

“There are still 51 fourth grad-
ers who will test online during the 
online testing window extension,” 
he said.  “The remaining fourth 
graders will all test on paper this 
week.”

Both Barnes and Briesemeister 
middle schools had a combined 
97 seventh grade students testing 
online Tuesday, only four of whom 
were able to submit their finished 
exams, Hoffmann said. 

“There are still 362 seventh grad-
ers who will test online during the 
online testing window extension,” he said.

STAAR - 2


