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2020
A LOOK BACK AT It was a year of triumphs and 

tragedy, new beginnings and satis-
fying endings, big news and small 
stories with a big impact. Over 
the next couple of weeks we’ll 

count down what we consider the 
top 12 local stories of the year.

1. COVID-19 pandemic makes its way to Guadalupe County
Before Guadalupe County 

recorded its first official case 
of COVID-19, the new disease 
spreading around the world 
was making its appearance 
known.

In the months following, 
county residents would 
see case after case, 
hospitalizations rise and 
fall, businesses closed and 
eventually  vaccinations.

In early March, Guadalupe 

County officials began 
encouraging residents to take 
precautions, social distance 
and frequently wash hands. 

Events were postponed 
and rescheduled, schools 
began extending their Spring 
Breaks by a week, with Alamo 
Community Colleges making 
the first move.

At the same time, nursing 
homes closed their doors to 
visitors and hospitals started 

to reduce visitors. 
On March 19, Texas Gov. 

Greg Abbott signed an 
executive order shutting 
down schools, restaurants 
and bars.

On the following day, 
Guadalupe County reported 
its first confirmed coronavirus 
case. Almost three months 
later, county officials reported 

2. Community steps up during 
coronavirus pandemic

As COVID started knocking on the county’s 
door and residents began to bunker down, 
others ramped up efforts to pitch in and help 
out by volunteering time, donating supplies, 
delivering goodies and finding ways to make 
family, friends and neighbors smile.

Many people took to sewing machines 
and started hand crafting face masks. While 
some donated them to healthcare facilities in 
critical need, some handed them out to family 
and friends and others found it as a way to 
help make ends meet while out of work or on 
reduced hours.

The San Antonio Food Bank through 
partnerships with the city of Seguin, 
Guadalupe County, Guadalupe Regional 
Medical Center, Caterpillar brought almost a 

3. Matador Stadium project 
completed, opens up with win

After more than six decades of service, the 
former Matador Stadium was torn down and 
replaced with a new facility for Seguin High 
School.

Parents, students and fans alike ventured 
out to Matador Stadium to cheer on the 
home team and check out the new digs the 
first week of home games starting with the 
freshman football game on Wednesday, Sept. 
23 and then the Friday night home game two 
days later.

The new stadium replaces the facility that 
housed the Matador football team for more 
than 60 years.

Seguin ISD residents approved the 
construction of a new stadium in the 2018 
bond package of $64.7 million. It was 
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Schertz police 
finish probe of 
abuse claims

County, city look 
ahead to new 
projects in 2021
Dalondo Moultrie
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COVID-19 continues 
to hang around but doses 
of the vaccine already 
have been admin-
istered in Seguin 
and Guadalupe 
County, hope-
fully signaling an 
end in sight to the 
pandemic locally.

M e a n w h i l e , 
city and county 
officials are sail-
ing into the new 
year with high 
hopes for contin-
ued prosperity.

“There’s lots 
of positive things 
h a p p e n i n g ,” 
Seguin Mayor 
Donna Dodgen 
said. “Even 
though we’ve had 
a very trying year, 
we’ve continued 
to move forward 
and we will con-
tinue to.”

Presence of the 
novel coronavi-
rus changed lots 
in Seguin, includ-
ing the way people do 
business, the mayor said. 
People in the city have 
and continue to adapt to 
the morphing environ-
ment around them, she 

said.
That includes expand-

ed use of electronic meet-
ings, curbside pickup and 
delivery of goods, and 
other “incredible, cre-
ative ways to do business,” 

Dodgen said.
She foresees 

business owners, 
residents and city 
government con-
tinuing to evolve 
similarly in 2021.

“I think it gives 
people options,” 
Dodgen said. 
“City Council 
going digital gives 
people options to 
watch it and be 
a part of it, to 
be involved and 
participate, to be 
informed.”

Paying atten-
tion to council’s 
actions will reveal 
more to the citi-
zens. They will 
see the continued 
growth and eco-
nomic changes 
she thinks Seguin 
is in store for in 
the coming year, 
Dodgen said.

“I know we should 
look forward to contin-
ued growth,” she said. 
“We’re at a record number 
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Police officers seen 
on video footage repeat-
edly striking a teen with 
a knee, using a stun gun 
on him and threatening 
to stun his father at their 
home did not violate the 
department’s use of force 
or other policies, Schertz 
police officials said 
Thursday.

An internal investiga-
tion into the case of Zekee 
Rayford, then 18, did find 
and sustain violations 
of the rules of conduct 
ensuring officers show a 
duty to be kind, courte-
ous, and patient, but did 
not violate other policies, 
a news statement released 
Thursday afternoon read.

“Our focus now should 
be on improving our 
training, policies, and 
procedures to better meet 
the needs of everyone 
in our community,” City 
Manager Mark Browne 

said. “I recognize it is not 
enough to simply say that 
we will do better, and it is 
my expectation that we 
take this opportunity to 
acknowledge the differ-
ent perspectives that have 
been brought forward 
and explore how those 
views can improve future 
interactions with the pub-
lic.

“It is also important 
that we continue the good 
policing that we provide 
every day to keep our 
community safe and that 
starts by preserving the 
trust and confidence our 
residents have in us.”

Several weeks 
ago, Schertz Police 
Department issued a 
statement saying officers 
saw a car run a traffic sig-
nal about 11:40 p.m. Nov. 
2 on Schertz Parkway and 
tried to stop it. Officers 
turned on their lights and 
sirens and the driver fled, 
police said.
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Internal investigation says officers did not 
violate use of force policy in Rayford case


