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Person connected with nursing home tests positive

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

GUADALUPE COUNTY — A 
Schertz nursing home has con-
firmed a person connected to its 
facility has tested positive for the 
coronavirus. 

Silver Tree Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center officials 
said they are determining the 
extent of a potential outbreak 

and working to contain it.
“We are optimistic that with 

all of these measures in place the 
outbreak will be contained,” read 
a news statement from the center. 

The nursing home, located at 
930 Roy Richard Drive, did not 
say whether the person is a staff 
member or a resident.

“Patient privacy is of the 
utmost importance,” the release 
stated. “We will not disclose 

name of any patients that have 
tested positive, nor will we dis-
close the name of any persons 
under investigation.  Residents, 
families, and staff have all been 
notified that there has been a 
positive case by phone, letter, or 
email.”

Silver Tree Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center was under 
phase one of three safety proto-
cols it put in place after the presi-

dent declared a national state of 
emergency. They entered phase 
two after being alerted about the 
potential case, and phase three 
after the confirmation.

Once officials were made 
aware about a potential case, the 
facility went into phase two until 
the results were returned, and 
once they were notified of the 
positive result, they moved into 
phase three, the release stated. 

As part of the facility’s daily 
procedures, residents are wear-
ing personal protective equip-
ment per the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention’s guide-
lines, having their temperatures 
checked daily and are screened 
three times daily for COVID-
19 related symptoms, the release 
read.

Officials won’t say if the COVID confirmed case is a patient or staff member of Schertz facility
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The appearance of a Vespa mandarinia japonica, known as 
the Asian giant hornet or “Murder Hornet,” is causing a buzz 
in the U.S.

Buzz over hornets bigger than ‘invasion’
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

Recently, a bug with a 
taste for honeybees don-
ning a visage straight out 
of a science fiction novel 
has created a buzz on the 
internet; however, local 
beekeepers remain unwor-
ried. 

Headlines pertain-
ing to the insects, dubbed 

‘Murder Hornets,’ have 
caused Gretchen Bee 
Ranch co-owner Thien 
Gretchen to receive a lita-
ny of messages from con-
cerned neighbors over the 
potential threat to their 
many hives. 

The nationwide trepida-
tion surrounding the bugs, 
known as the Asian giant 
hornet, is an overreaction 
and the Gretchens’ hives, 

along with every other bee-
hive in the country, is safe 
from the insects’ influence, 
she said. 

“We’re not worried and 
we haven’t seen anything. 
There’s no cases anywhere 
except for Washington 
state as far as we know, 
and they eradicated that 
hive pretty quickly after 
they discovered them,” 
Gretchen said. “None of 

our beekeeping friends 
seem worried either. They 
aren’t necessarily that dif-
ferent from any other wasp, 
and I think their size and 
everything is blown out of 
proportion.”

Even if the bugs man-
aged to escape their fate in 
Washington, precautionary 
measures taken around the 
nation would ensure the 
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A Seguin High School teacher waves a large Matador fl ag while students wait in their cars to receive their caps and 
gowns on Thursday, May, 7, 2020, at the Seguin High School. 

Senior celebration
SHS students get rallied reception while picking up caps and gowns

Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

Seguin High School faculty and 
staff rang bells, danced to music, 
and waved signs and Seguin High 
School flags as they welcomed 
their students back to the campus, 
if only for a brief moment. 

Cars filled the bus loop behind 
Seguin High School last week as 
dozens of seniors lined up in their 
vehicles for a curbside pick up of 
their graduation caps and gowns. 

As the students waited, about 50 
Seguin High School teachers and 
councilors peppered the sidewalks 
about — albeit 6-feet apart from 
each other — cheering on the stu-
dents’ brief return to campus. 

“We’re just making a lot of noise 
[because] we miss them, and we’re 
excited that we get to see them,” 
Seguin High School Principal 
Hector Esquivel said. “We haven’t 
seen most of these kids since the 
6th of March, so we’re excited.” 

Knowing they wanted to show 

their students how much they 
miss them, the high school staff 
began thinking of ways to say they 
care and they’re proud of them, 
Esquivel said.

“We had something planned to 
bring them back, but we didn’t 
know exactly how,” he said. “So, 

we just came up with the idea 
of being out here and celebrating 
them to let them know we miss 
them. These are all councilors and 
teachers, people that really have a 
lot to do with these kids, so we’ll be 
out here cheering as long as it takes 
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A Seguin High School staff member shakes a tambourine in celebration of the 
graduating class on Thursday, May, 7, 2020 at the Seguin High School. 

County’s COVID 

expenses reach 

about $56,000 
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Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County 
Sheriff Arnold Zwicke 
takes the time each year to 
recognize law enforcement 
and honor the officers who 
lost their lives.

However, plans were 
scrapped for this year’s 
memorial ceremony 
recognizing National 
Police Week. It would 

have been the second, of 
what he hopes are many, 
that are held in front of 
the Guadalupe County 
Courthouse in downtown 
Seguin.

Last year, the gathering 
saw scores of people come 
out to honor law enforce-
ment officers for their 
service and commitment. 
At that same ceremony, 

Fallen officers 

honored despite 

canceled events
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Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

As the pandemic con-
tinues, Guadalupe County 
officials continue to track 
spending related to the new 
coronavirus, a spokesman 
said Tuesday.

The county has spent 
nearly $56,000 on COVID-
19 virus-related expendi-
tures, Guadalupe County 
Emergency Management 
Coordinator Patrick Pinder 
said. The federal gov-
ernment already has set 
aside about $2.4 million 
to reimburse Guadalupe 

County for related expens-
es, County Judge Kyle 
Kutscher said. 

“There’s going to be a 
lot of misconceptions, a 
lot of comments out in the 
public, this free money and 
what it’s for,” the judge said. 
“We’re not going to get $2 
million unless we can prove 
it’s COVID-related expens-
es.”

Commissioners held the 
discussion during Tuesday’s 
regular meeting. Near the 
beginning of recent meet-
ings, Pinder has provided 
the court with an update on 
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