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County adopts 
20-21 budget, 
new tax rate 
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County res-
idents in the coming year 
will pay about $3.50 more 
in property taxes for every 
$100,000 at which their 
properties are valued.

Commissioners Court 
on Tuesday adopted a 
budget at a tax rate of 
.3854 per $100 of property 
valuation. Commissioners 
praised the county judge 
for hashing out the bud-
get.

“I’d like to say thank 
you for bringing a bal-
anced budget to us each 
year,” Precinct No. 4 
Commissioner Judy Cope 
told County Judge Kyle 
Kutscher. “I wish our 
national budget could be 
the same.”

The court unanimous-
ly approved the 2020-21 
budget, a Maintenance 
and Operations tax rate of 

0.3184 per $100 of taxable 
value, a Debt Service tax 
rate of 0.0170 per $100, 
a Lateral Road tax rate of 
0.0500 per $100 of taxable 
value and the overall tax 
rate of 0.3854.

State law requires the 
county to separately 
approve, as a show of 
transparency, each of the 
rates that contribute to 
the overall rate, Kutscher 
said.

Owners of property at 
the average homestead’s 
taxable value of $219,344 
will pay $845.35 in prop-
erty taxes, under the new 
rate. To simplify the cal-
culation, a person who 
owns a home valued at 
$100,000, for instance, 
would pay $385.40, where-
as for the current year, 
a person at such a home 
would’ve paid $381.90.
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Jesus “Jessie” Rodriguez helps son, Manolo, 4, sign a board on a pre-built wall of his future home during the dedica-
tion and wall raising ceremony of Guadalupe Valley Habitat For Humanity’s 31st home on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020.

Home sweet home
Habitat raises wall on 31st home, ‘House That Gloria Built’

Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Jesus “Jessie” Rodriguez helped 
as his 4-year-old son Manolo wrote 
his name on a board that will be 
inside his family’s future home.

The Rodriguez family was cho-
sen earlier this year as the new-
est Guadalupe Valley Habitat for 
Humanity homeowner.

On Saturday, the local organi-
zation held a dedication and wall 
raising ceremony to celebrate the 
family and officially kick off the 
build.

“In a few more months, they 
will be the owners of Guadalupe 
Valley Habitat For Humanity’s 31st 
home,” Guadalupe Valley Habitat 
For Humanity Executive Director 
Madeline Zwicke said. “It is our 
first five-bedroom. That is really 
exciting.”

Jessie and his wife Angel 
Rodriguez admitted they were sur-
prised when they learned in May 
they were selected. 

“It was shocking at first,” Jessie 
said. “Then, we are very thankful 
and blessed. Many people don’t get 
an opportunity like this, or it takes 
a while to get it. To know you have 
it, it is great.”

The couple applied for a Habitat 
home from the urging of family 
members, Angel said. 

“We were overcrowded, and she 
said we would probably qualify,” 
she said.

The couple has seven children 

ranging in ages from 21 to 1 year, 
with five of the children aged 8 to 
1 living with them.

“The kids are excited, we’re 
super excited for this new oppor-
tunity and growth,” Jesse said.

The couple has already jumped 
at the opportunity to earn sweat 

equity hours and began homeown-

er college, Zwicke said.

“They’ve been volunteering at 

our ReStore and helping with reno-

vations and painting our confer-

ence room,” she said. “The family 

Artist shares creativity from home

Joe Martin - The Seguin Gazette

Schertz-based artist Kim Du Chene shows off some of her paints 
that adorn her living room wall, art studio. 

Kutscher speaks 
out about state 
COVID reporting

Joe Martin
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Kim Du Chene molds the minds 
of people young and old through 
art from her very own living room 
in Schertz. 

Du Chene, owner of Olive Juice 
Studio, has had a passion for art her 
entire life, even incorporating it into 
her everyday life before running her 
own art studio, she said. 

“It goes way, way, way, way back, 
and every single job — except for 

when I was in high school working 
at McDonald’s and a little conve-
nience store — somehow art has 
been pulled into it, regardless of if 
it was supposed to be that way or 
not,” she said. 

Du Chene has found ways to 
bring art into her previous careers 
in various corporate environments.

About four years ago, she and 
her husband, William Du Chene, 
moved to the area, and that is when 
Kim turned her passion into an out-
let to educate others. 

Kim searched for a way to con-
nect with other people after spend-
ing much of her energy focused 
on her children, whom she home-
schooled. As the kids grew up, she 
decided the time was at hand.

“I needed something to do, and 
I just thought ‘I’ll just start doing 
classes here,’ and that’s how it all 
started,” Kim said. 

More than 100 paintings, ranging 
from mystical dragons to personal 
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The Rodriguez family — Jesus “Jessie, Angel, Manolo, 4, FloraMae, 2, and Bob-
by “Javi,” 1 pose for a photo after the dedication and wall raising ceremony of 
their future home on Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020.
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The state’s system for 
reporting coronavirus 
cases to Guadalupe County 
has some officials speaking 
out.

Guadalupe County 
Judge Kyle Kutscher stated 
his frustration with state 
officials’ reporting proce-
dures on the COVID-19 
situation in the county dur-
ing the regular meeting of 
commissioners court on 
Tuesday.

During an update from 
Guadalupe County emer-
gency management coordi-
nator Patrick Pinder on the 
pandemic, Kutscher said 
the Texas Department of 
State Health Services’ data 
is “not accurate.”

“We look at these num-

bers, everybody gauges 
what they’re going to do for 
the day based on the charts 
we’ve been seeing,” he said. 
“They’re not accurate.”

Weekly, Pinder presents 
the court with an update of 
numbers DSHS reports to 
the county regarding active 
cases, recoveries, deaths 
and more. Last week, 
the state agency added 
a category called “To Be 
Determined.”

To be determined cases 
include people in the 
county who are not symp-
tomatic, have had no epi-
demiological trace to a 
positive-tested COVID-19 
person, and who have not 
received a test, Pinder said. 
DSHS reviews people cat-
egorized to be determined 
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