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Business doors close per city order
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Several area business’ doors 

will temporarily shut following 

new measures approved by the 

city Tuesday night.

Seguin City Council by unan-

imous vote on Tuesday — with 

half its members participating 

through video conference — 

adopted an order closing non-

essential businesses in the city 

to help protect against spread of 

COVID-19.

The city’s ordinance shuts 

down businesses such as bars, 

wineries, restaurants, indoor/

outdoor amusement businesses, 

nail salons, hair salons, spas, 

tattoo parlors and more. It 

stops short of ordering peo-

ple to shelter in place, which 

many residents had taken upon 

themselves to do on their own, 

Mayor Don Keil said.

“I think many of us are 

already sheltering in place,” he 

said. “I don’t know that it means 

any more than going out of 

your house for essential ser-

vices (only).”

The order became effective 

immediately following the 8-0 

vote ratifying it. It remains in 

effect until City Council lifts 

it or Gov. Greg Abbott lifts 

the declaration of disaster he 

recently declared for Texas.

While in effect, the city ordi-

nance bans gatherings of 10 or 
more people within city limits. 
Places like grocery stores, retail 
establishments, medical facili-
ties, childcare facilities, office 
spaces, hotels, residential build-
ings and manufacturing facili-
ties are exempt, Seguin Public 
Information Officer Jennifer 
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A volunteer from Caterpillar helps distribute school supplies and learning packets to parents for students to continue 
learning while the campuses are closed during the coronavirus pandemic.

At home learning
Educators prepare packets, technology for students to continue education
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Teachers across the county came 
together to ensure their students 
continue to have learning options 
while they are out of the classrooms.

Local educators did the same as 
they quickly switched gears, put 
their lessons in learning packets 
and into online forums.

Students were initially slated to 
come back to school on March 23 
following Spring Break. However, 
the coronavirus pandemic had dis-
tricts across the state pushing back 
the start of classes until April 13 
and 14. 

Seguin ISD
Superintendent Matthew 

Gutierrez said Seguin ISD is try-
ing to “ensure structural continuity,” 
while recognizing that not everyone 
has access to technology. 

The district handed out 
Chromebooks to more than 400 

high schoolers in need last week, 
and is set to check out iPads to 
junior and elementary students this 
week, Gutierrez said. 

“We’re encouraging families to 
check out one per family because 
the technology devices are limited. 

Based on last week with the second-
ary pickup it went really smoothly,” 
he said. “As of right now, it does 
appear to be the case that we have a 
sufficient amount of technology to 
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Navarro ISD employees and volunteers distribute boxes of school supplies 
and technology to students on Monday, March 23, 2020, while the campuses 
are closed amid the coronavirus pandemic.
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Area schools extend campus closures until mid-April
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Area schools are keeping 
their doors closed longer 
during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Commissioners 

extend disaster 

declaration
Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County 
Commissioners Court 
unanimously extended the 
state of disaster Tuesday 
morning during a special 
meeting of the court.

The extended declara-
tion allows the county to 
continue to track expenses 
in the hopes of receiving 
state-funded reimburse-
ment of expenditures relat-
ed to battling the spread of 
the coronavirus pandemic.

The court steered clear 

of considering any shelter-
in-place or similar orders 
to confine county residents 
to their homes during the 
pandemic.

“All the governments are 
doing and have done every-
thing we can do,” Precinct 4 
Commissioner Judy Cope 
said. “This is going to be 
up to the public to police 
yourself to say ‘do I feel 
safe going to the pet shop?’ 
Do I feel safe going to the 
grocery store?’ If not, stay 
home because we all have 
to make personal decisions 

2 more residents 

test positive for 

COVID-19
Felicia Frazar

The Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County 
announced two more 
positive cases of corona-
virus in the county, bring-
ing the total of confirmed 
cases to four as of Monday 
afternoon.

The two newest cases 
are residents in an unin-
corporated area of 
Guadalupe County, a 
news release said. 

“The patients are at 
home and are self-quaran-
tined since receiving the 
positive test,” the release 

read.
This comes on the 

heals of the announce-
ment Sunday evening that 
a county resident tested 
positive. 

In that case, the county 
was made aware that the 
person was in Schertz’s 
H-E-B between 11 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. Monday, 
March 16, and possibly 
exposed customers and 
staff members. 

In a statement by H-E-
B, the company said its 
stores take preventative 
measures daily to try to 

COUNTY - 13

Dalondo Moultrie
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Area school districts 
extended their closures by 
an additional week following 
statewide concerns about the 
spread of the novel corona-
virus.

At a press conference 
Tuesday, Texas Gov. Greg 
Abbott asked for continued 
social distancing practices, 
leading her to extend the clo-

sure of her schools through 
April 10, said Dee Carter, 
Navarro ISD superintendent.

“At this time we are hopeful 
that students will be able to 
return to campus on Monday, 
April 13,” she said in a writ-
ten statement released late 
Tuesday afternoon. “In the 
meantime, Navarro teachers 
have prepared remote lessons 
for instructional continuity.”

Marion ISD and Seguin 
ISD took similar steps to help 

minimize the threat of the 
spread of the novel coronavi-
rus that causes COVID-19, a 
respiratory illness leading to 
severe, flu-like symptoms in 
many people across the world 
and sometimes death.

Seguin ISD will have a 
teacher workday April 13 
barring any changes and stu-
dents will be scheduled to get 
back to classes a day later, 
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