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   It’s a Country Christmas! 

 “BIG RED BARN” DEC 13 & 14, 2019 

Doors open 4:00 PM—Entertainment 

starts at 5:00 PM in Main Hall—Friday- 

‘The Hard Travelin’ Folk Trio’ & 

Saturday- ‘Kirk Herbold & Friends’. 

Zion Church starting at  5:15 both nights 

with church  choirs, & Kirk Herbold, 

 Concessions in Main Hall. 

Santa in the Pecan Museum 6-8 PM  

  

Four contested
races slated for   
March primary

Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette

City councilwoman Fonda Mathis watches a Barnes Middle School student goes through the AI for Oceans program 
on Code.Org during an Hour of Code on Tuesday, Dec. 10, 2019.

Computer speak
SISD students show off coding 
skills to community members
Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette

Seguin City 
Councilwoman Fonda 
Mathis watched over a 
Barnes Middle School 
student’s shoulder as 
they worked on the cod-
ing program AI (arti-
ficial intelligence) for 
Oceans.

The students were 
tasked with teaching the 
program to identify fish 
from trash. 

As Mathis watched 
the students in Stephanie 
Spacek’s class, she said 
she was impressed with 
the work they were 
doing, and seeing each 
year how the programs 
evolve.

“I am always 
impressed,” she said. “I 
love seeing how year to 
year technology changes 
and adapts to teaching 
and the teaching pro-
fession and allows us to 
engage youth at an even 
younger age to be cod-
ers. It is impressive and I 
enjoy it very much.”

Spacek’s students 

began express coding 
through Code.Org a 
couple of weeks ago, she 
said. 

However, she began 
lessons in coding and 
how it is applied in every 
day life.

One of the lessons 
was dividing her class 
into groups and giving 
the groups a location in 
which they had to write 
clear and concise direc-
tions, but not the loca-
tion.

“They turn their 
directions over to the 
next group and see if 
that group can make it to 
that location,” she said. 
“If they don’t, we have 
to problem to solve as to 
why that is. What steps 
did they take? Like some 
of us have different foot 
sizes and strides.”

Teaching the students 
how to code was a way 
for schools to bring com-
puter science to the class-
room and help guide the 
students into the future.

SEGUIN - 13A

Pair write, record song about Seguin Joe Martin - 
The Seguin Gazette

Hijack County co-
owners Don Wedley 
(left) and Ron Wright 
pose for a photo on 
Wednesday Dec. 4, 
2019, at Finck Cigar 
in San Antonio.

Dalondo Moultrie

The Seguin Gazette

Guadalupe County vot-
ers will have a few races 
to decide in the upcoming 
primary election, but only 
on the Republican side of 
the ticket.

Democrats were only 
able to field one contes-
tant for their county-wide 
elections and that’s for his 
own seat, Democratic Party 
Chair Duane McCune said.

“We had no candidate 
filings other than myself. 
I’ll be the only one running 
county-wide and I’m unop-
posed,” he said. “No fil-
ings at all. I’m running for 
reelection as county chair 
for the Democratic Party.”

The hold the Republican 
party has on Guadalupe 
County makes it diffi-
cult for Democrats to run 

successful campaigns, 
McCune said. So he par-
tially understands why he 
didn’t get more candidates 
to step up to the plate.

However, he’s still dis-
appointed in the showing, 
or lack thereof, Democrats 
have provided for the 
upcoming elections.

“Of course I’m dis-
appointed. I expected a 
couple candidates, couple 
for county commissioner, 
but it didn’t materialize,” 
McCune said.

Monday was the filing 
deadline for candidates 
to file to run in the pri-
mary election taking place 
March 3, 2020. Candidates 
for county-wide races filed 
with their county chairs 
and the county chairs 
provided the information 
to the Texas Secretary of 

NBPD officer 
arrested, facing 
child porn charges
Will Wright
The Herald Zeitung

A member of the 
New Braunfels Police 
Department vis-
ited a Guadalupe 
County Jail cell, 
arrested Monday 
by Texas Rangers 
and charged with 
possession of child 
pornography.

NBPD Chief 
Tom Wibert placed 
Jacob Pullen, a 
lieutenant with the 
police department 
and a Guadalupe 
County resident, on paid 
administrative leave on 
Nov. 14 after the depart-
ment learned of the inves-
tigation.

“This has been a com-
plete shock for us,” Wibert 
said Monday afternoon. 
“Just the fact that this 
happened — it’s not the 

Lieutenant Jacob 
Pullen that we 
know.”

Pullen was hired 
by the depart-
ment in May 2006. 
Wibert said the 
department has 
been fully coop-
erating with the 
investigation by the 
Texas Rangers and 
the Department 
of Homeland 
Security. Rangers 

arrested Pullen on Monday 
and took him to the 

Joe Martin
The Seguin Gazette

A Seguin High School 
alum recently released a 
hard-hitting, dark coun-
try song celebrating the 
town he grew up in. 

Don Wedley and 
Ron Wright, co-own-
ers of a San Antonio-
based record produc-
tion company called 
Hijack County, created 
a song titled “Anything 
and Everything Seguin” 
to honor the area — 
Wright’s hometown. 

“It’s something that 

we want Seguin to be 
proud of,” Wedley said. 
“We want to give Seguin 
something that they 
can gravitate to, some-
thing that will let them 
say, ‘This is ours.’ For 
instance, we talk about 
the Matadors. Well, that’s 
the Seguin Matadors. No 
one else can say that song 
is about, say, Judson. 
That identifies where the 
place is that we’re talk-
ing about. So there’s no 
doubt about what we are 
trying to get across.” 

Although the duo 
wrote the song, it is per-

formed by Wright. The 
lyrics were inspired by 
his experiences growing 
up in Seguin. 

“I played basketball 
at Seguin High School,” 
Wright said. “I was 
always singing in the 
morning when the jocks 
came out. One day this 
girl came up to me — 
she was a senior, and I 
was a freshman — and 
she said ‘I like the way 
you sing.’ … that was the 
whole beginning of this 
country singing thing.” 

Writing “Anything 
and Everything Seguin” 

was a long process for the 
duo that spanned many a 
long night, Wedley said. 

“We sat on my porch 
every night from about 
10 p.m. to about two or 
three in the morning and 
smoked cigars and talk-
ed it out,” Wedley said. 
“During that time, we 
also managed to formu-
late about 12 to 13 other 
songs in the process.”

The decision to 
release the song now is 
with high hopes for the 
future.

NISD students get insight into 
coding possibilities
Joe Martin

The Seguin Gazette

Navarro Inter-
mediate School’s caf-
eteria was filled with 
more than 100 eager 
sixth-grade students as 
they learned about the 
possibilities of coding.

An hour-long pre-
sentation called “Hour 
of Code” was given 
to each grade level 
 — fourth- to sixth-
grade — presented 
by Thomas Wilson, 

a GISP Cityworks 
Architect at GISinc.

In his talk, Wilson 
used many different 
examples of coding, 
possible career paths 
and demonstrations of 
online games and edu-
cational videos.

“This presentation 
is really just to get 
the word out,” Wilson 
said. “My background 
is in GIS (Geographic 
Information Systems), 
and when I asked, 

NAVARRO - 8A

Joe Martin - The Seguin Gazette

 Navarro Intermediate sixth-grade students use 
laptops to participate in various coding activities 
during Hour of Code on Tuesday, Dec. 15, 2019, at 
Navarro Intermediate cafeteria.
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