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From the Roman 
Candles, bundles of fire-
crackers to the iconic 
Jumping Jacks, the Mr. 
W Fireworks Superstore, 
located on the outskirts of 
town, is stocked to the gills 
ready for families to rum-
mage through the shelves 
for their Fourth of July 
shindigs.

Stephen Funes, Mr. W. 
Superstore general man-
ager, and volunteer Kay 
Smith were hard at work 
Tuesday, the second day 
of firework season, ready 
for the customers to come 
flowing in.

Funes and Smith are 
just two of about 30 people 
from the Calvary Baptist 
Church of New Braunfels 
who manage and operate 

the Superstore during the 
Fourth of July and New 
Year’s seasons.

For some, the fire-
works bring joy every 
Independence Day, but 
for the congregation at 
Calvary Baptist, the pyro-
technics have left a greater 
impact these last seven 
seasons.

“Someone emailed our 
church from the Mr. W 
company — they’re a faith-
based organization so they 
try to recruit churches if 
they can — and asked us 
if we’d be interested in it,” 
Funes said. “I work as the 
school administrator and 
our pastor sent it to me 
and asked me to look into 
it. (It said) we get to keep 
18% of the profit so any-
thing like that sounds too 
good to be true.”
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Calvary Baptist Church member Kay Smith dusts off the shelves at the Mr. W Superstore at 177 Pine Meadow in Seguin on 
Tuesday. 

Lighting up the night
Church seizes explosive fundraising opportunity with Mr. W Fireworks

Stephen Funes, Calvary Baptist Academy administrator and 
Mr. W general manager, fi xes up some fi reworks packages 
on the shelves at the Mr. W Superstore located at 177 Pine 
Meadow in Seguin on Thursday.
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A U.S. Congressman and Latin 
Grammy nominee are slated to 
help an area non-profit raise 
funds on Friday. 

The Community Council of 
South Central Texas is holding its 
annual fundraiser, which this year 
has been dubbed “A Night with 
Congressman Joaquin Castro” to 

help further its reach. 
Given the events name, it is 

no surprise that this year’s event 
will feature U.S. District 20 Rep. 
Joaquin Castro as the guest speak-
er. 

“It’s not a political event, just an 
annual fundraiser to raise funds 
for our agency,” CCSCT Director 
of HR Kari Pastrano said. “The 
congressman is involved at a fed-
eral level because he’s part of the 

House and the House is critical 
in passing certain bills that are 
able to maintain and increase our 
funding year over year. He also 
advocates for lower-income fami-
lies and things of that nature.”

Latin Grammy nominee Stefani 
Montiel and her band will offer a 
live performance at the event.

The annual fundraiser usu-
ally draws in a crowd of around 
50 to 75 attendees annually, 

Pastrano said. However, this year 
the CCSCT expects to host about 
100 people with hopes of raising 
about $10,000. 

The CCSCT is a 54-year-old 
non-profit organization whose 
goal is to aid low-income fami-
lies and individuals with various 
different services which include 
disaster relief, utility assistance, 
rental assistance and more. 

1 injured in afternoon structure fire
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A fi refi ghter aims a 
water hose through 
a window to put 
out a fi re in a home 
in the 700 block of 
Lakeside Pass on 
Tuesday.
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One man went to a New 
Braunfels hospital with 
burns to his body Tuesday 
afternoon as firefighters 
from several area depart-
ments battled a blaze at the 
man’s home.

No one else was injured, 
said Bryce Houlton, 
Guadalupe County assistant 

fire marshal.
The first call went out 

about 2:15 p.m. when dis-
patchers sent crews from 
the Lake Dunlap Volunteer 
Fire Department to the 
fire at a two-story house in 
the 700 block of Lakeside 
Pass. Firefighters arrived 
to find heavy flames show-
ing throughout the house, 
Houlton said.

While Lake Dunlap VFD 

firefighters conducted a 
defensive attack of the flames 
from outside the structure, 
dispatchers sent for help.

Houlton said depart-
ments from Marion and 
McQueeney were sent to the 
fire. Then New Braunfels, 
Seguin and Schertz teams 
were called to it.

The large contingent of 

Schertz blaze 
sparked by 
light fixture
Felicia Frazar
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SCHERTZ — Authorities believe an electrical 
malfunction is to blame for the blaze that ripped 
through a Schertz hotel on Saturday night.

After nearly three days of investigating the fire 
that caused more than a $1 million in damages to 
the La Quinta Inn and Suites at 17650 Four Oaks 
Lane, Schertz Fire Marshal Thomas Pinder said a 
light is most likely the culprit. 

“It’s believed a light fixture started the fire on 
the exterior wall located on the first floor of the 
building. Behind the light was a void space that 
led to the attic where the fire spread.”

First responders from several area agencies 
responded to a call for a reported fire at the hotel 
just before 9 p.m. on Saturday.

When crews arrived, they found heavy smoke 
pouring out of the fourth floor and attic and 
began evacuating the building with hotel staff. 

Three people and a dog were reportedly 
injured in the fire. The three people were taken 
to area hospitals, treated and released. The dog 
was found unresponsive, but with the help of 
firefighters, was brought back and taken to be 
checked out. The dog is believed to be OK as well, 
the initial statement said.

It took crews several hours to put out the 
flames as the wind kept reigniting the fire, offi-
cials said in a statement released after the fire.

“Fire and building codes do not require a 
suppression system in the attic space, so there 
were no sprinklers in that area of the building,” 
according to a statement released by the city of 
Schertz on Tuesday. “One sprinkler did activate 
in the building, which was in an electrical room 
on the fourth floor.”

The building sustained fire and water damage, 
estimated at more than $1 million, the statement 
read.

“There is water damage present on all floors 
of the building as well as fire damage to one 
room on the second and third floors,  and to 
eight rooms on the fourth floor,” according to the 
statement. 

Felicia Frazar is the managing editor of the 
Seguin Gazette. You can e-mail her at felicia.frazar
@seguingazette.com .

A NIGHT OUT
WHEN: 6 to 9 p.m. 
Friday, June 28
WHERE: Seguin Events 
Complex — Coliseum
COST: Tickets are $40 
each and available for 
purchase by contacting 
830-303-4376 or visit-
ing www.ccst.org
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