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Unresponsive spill gate lowers Lake Placid
planned to continue trying
to fix the problem before
the lake is completely
dewatered.
An operations team
started to work Thursday
on the non-responsive
spill gate at Lake Placid,
Communications Manager
Lindsey Campbell said.
The problem was reminiscent of what happened
when other lakes in the
system dewatered, she said.
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Another area lake is
draining down to the river
channel after a dam gate
was unresponsive following Thursday’s flooding
event.
Guadalupe-Blanco River
Authority technicians are
working on what appears
to be another failed spill
gate at Lake Placid and

“Yesterday, gate two
at Lake Placid was not
responding to rising, similar to what we had at Lake
Gonzales,” Campbell said
Friday afternoon. “As for
right now, the gate is still
not responsive. Our crews
are working to reengage
the gate and bring it back
into operation.”
With the gate down over
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Cody Moore takes a closer
look on the muddy banks
of Lake Placid at the boat
ramp under Interstate 10
after an unresponsive spill
gate remained lowered on
Friday, Oct. 15, 2021, causing the lake to drain.
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Teen killed in
hit and run on
Interstate 35
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A local resident stands on the bank of the Guadalupe River as he takes a pictures of the raging water ﬂowing past on
Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021, at Starcke Park.

Washed out
Responders rescue dozens after heavy rains cause flooding
Dalondo Moultrie and
Felicia Frazar
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As Gloria Uptain
traveled to work in the
early morning hours
on Thursday, her worst
fear came to life — getting swept away by flood
waters and possibly
drowning.
The
Guadalupe
County resident was one
of several travelers who
were rescued from the
fast-moving waters that
shuttered State Highway
123 at FM 477 just south
of Seguin.
“It was dark, there
were no barricades, no
warnings,” she said. “I
have a Ford Focus and by
the time I realized I was
driving in water, it was
too late, my car got swept
away. The current was so
strong.”

As her car floated away
from the highway, she
tried to escape, but the
car died and the water
pressure kept the doors
from opening. She kicked
out a window, crawled
through it, and attempted
to sit on her car and wait
to be rescued, but her car
started to roll, knocking
her off.
She eventually was able
to grab hold of a fence
post, which was where
she held on for two-anda-half hours, Uptain said.
Uptain described the
harrowing ordeal as traumatic, especially as she
is terrified of water and
can’t swim.
“I’m out in the middle of a field, I am by
myself, it is dark,” she
said. “There were other
people screaming from
other cars, but I couldn’t
see them.”

SCHERTZ — Officers
continue investigating a fatal
hit-and-run that killed a teen
Tuesday night in Schertz.
Authorities did not
release the 16-year-old victim’s name because his next
of kin had yet to be notified but they were able to
confirm he died at the scene
of the crash, said Anna
Kraft, of the Schertz Police
Department’s special proj-

ects unit.
Investigators theorized
the teen was hitching a ride
on an 18-wheeler truck
without the driver’s knowledge, she said.
“He apparently jumped
off the vehicle and, the way
he fell, landed under the
tires,” Kraft said.
Schertz
Police
Department
officers
received a call about 9:50
p.m. Tuesday for a welfare
SCHERTZ - 2
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The permanent barricades on Laubach Road are locked
preventing drivers from getting swept away in a swollen
creak on Thursday, Oct. 14, 2021.
Uptain was among
dozens of people rescuers saved on Thursday as
remnants of the Pacific
Hurricane
Pamela
dropped
anywhere
between 6 and 10 inches
of rain on the area.
Sirens sounded and

emergency crews scrambled Thursday morning
to ensure safety across
Seguin and Guadalupe
County as storms battered the area and waterways overflowed.
WEATHER - 15

Some
Guadalupe
County voters’ ballots
will look a little different
from others’ as early voting begins this week for
the Nov. 2 Constitutional
Amendment Election.
Early voting is scheduled
from Monday through Oct.
29, Guadalupe County
Elections Administrator
Lisa Hayes said. Eight
local jurisdictions are
holding joint elections
with the county in addition to the Constitutional

Amendment Election, she
said.
“Each
Guadalupe
County voter’s ballot will
contain races for all the
jurisdictions in which
that voter is eligible to
vote, based on the address
at which they are registered,” Hayes said. “Some
voters may have only
the eight Constitutional
Amendments on their
ballots, while others may
have city, school, or water
district races in addition to the Constitutional
Amendments.”
VOTING - 15

Tour gives parents insight into Navarro $160M bond request
Navarro ISD is experiencing growth that has its
schools busting at the seams
and something needs to be
done, district administrators said.
The district is asking
voters to approve a pair
of bond initiatives leaders say will address space

and other facilities issues at
the complex in Geronimo.
On Wednesday, Navarro
administrators invited the
community to an informational meeting detailing the
$160 million requested to
build a new high school, a
second elementary school,
new athletics facilities, and
buy more land.
Amanda Thomas, parent to a ninth-grade and a
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fourth-grade student in the
district, who attended the
meeting, said she got her
money’s worth.
“I like this; I think it’s
very informative,” she said.
“It opens the eyes, maybe
even for naysayers. It’s helpful and shows we need the
bond, definitely need it.”
From what she learned
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Parents, students and staff
line a hallway at Navarro
High School as Principal
Clay Scarborough begins a
tour to show the community how desperately the
district needs to pass bond
elections totalling $160
million on Wednesday, Oct.
13, 2021, in Geronimo.
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