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Deputies investigate shooting death of 83-year-old
GCSO: Reports say 87-year-old husband killed his wife; dies later in the hospital of natural causes
Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette
Guadalupe County Sheriff ’s
deputies are investigating the
fatal shooting of an 83-yearold woman reportedly shot by
her 87-year-old husband, who
attempted to turn the gun on
himself, authorities said.
His attempt on Sunday was

unsuccessful, however he died in
the hospital of natural causes on
Monday.
Deputies received a call for a
shooting about 12:30 p.m. Sunday
in the 200 block of Admiral
Benbow Lane on Treasure Island
in McQueeney, Guadalupe
County Sheriff ’s Investigator Lt.
Tarinna Skrzycki-Pfeil said.
“Deputies arrived and made

contact with a complainant and
learned an 87-year-old man said
he shot his 83-year-old wife and
had attempted to shoot himself,”
she said.
Deputies found the body of
83-year-old Jo Jane Sparkman
and detained her husband,
87-year-old Jerry Sparkman,
both of McQueeney. The area
was blocked off as deputies inves-

tigated the incident.
Jerry Sparkman was not
injured. He was transported
to the hospital for evaluation,
Skrzycki-Pfeil said.
Deputies detained Sparkman
and he was later charged with
murder, but was not booked
into Guadalupe County Jail.
He magistrated while hospitalized on Sunday. About 6:25 p.m.

Monday, Jerry Sparkman died in
the hospital of natural causes,
Skrzycki-Pfeil said.
“He did have health issues,”
Skrzycki-Pfeil said. “This is a sad
situation all around.”
Felicia Frazar is the managing
editor of the Seguin Gazette. You
can e-mail her at felicia.frazar@
seguingazette.com .

County adopts
lower tax rate,
ratifies budget
assessed in the county. The
rate is lower compared to
last year’s rate of $0.3854 per
Guadalupe County resi- $100 of taxable value.
Along with ratifying the
dents will see a reduction
in the county’s tax rate this property tax increase and
overall tax rate, commissioncoming year.
Commissioners approved ers unanimously adopted the
a lower tax rate for the budget, approved a $0.3129
county’s citizens, following per $100 of taxable value rate
a series of ministerial unani- for maintenance and operamous votes Tuesday morn- tions, $0.05 per $100 of taxable value for lateral roads,
ing,
Legislation
enacted and $0.017 per $100 of taxable value for debt
in recent years
service.
required several
The process of
motions and votes
adopting the budget
for the court to
and ratifying the rate
adopt the new tax
changes was intense
rate and ratify the
and required much
2022 fiscal year
discussion, Kutcher
budget.
said. Members of
The first of the
court debated
seven
motions
Kyle Kutscher the
and worked togethcalled for a vote to
County
er to settle on the
ratify the property
Judge
final terms, he said.
tax increase even
During those
though the court
lowered the tax rate, County talks, commissioners were
able to get beyond their
Judge Kyle Kutscher said.
“We’re bringing in 1.82% personal differences and
more in tax revenue, or levy, agree on what is best for
than last year based on that Guadalupe County, Precinct
rate,” he said. “I understand No. 3 Commissioner
it’s a little bit confusing but Michael Carpenter said.
“An ‘aye’ vote does not
this is wording the state
requires us to use. We’re in necessarily say we changed
great financial standing, yes, our minds but simply that
because of growth, but also this is a consensus of what
because of consistent (con- we need to do as a court,”
servative fiscal responsibility he said.
County-wide growth led
by the county).”
Guadalupe County’s 2022 to more property to levy
budget proposes expendi- taxes, which is projected to
tures of more than $113 mil- increase the amount of taxes
the county collects, Kutscher
lion.
The adopted budget said. Strong sales tax
calls for $0.3799 per $100
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of taxable value on property
Dalondo Moultrie
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Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette

Seguin native and actress Breanna Lind poses in front of Hometown Cinemas - Seguin on Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021,
prior to a screening of “Candyman” in which she has a role.

Hometown actress
Seguin grad hits the silver screen in ‘Candyman’
Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette
“Candyman”
has
returned. And local
actress Breanna Lind
learned what happens
when you say his name
five times.
She found her self
on the silver screen in
the newly released horror flick “Candyman,”
directed by Nia DaCosta
and produced by Jordan
Peele.
Getting the call for the
role was a surreal experience that the 2012 Seguin
High School graduate
said was a long time coming.

“I was so excited,” she
said. “I’ve gone through
so
many
emotions
through those two years.”
Lind’s big chance
came from a charity
event, called Meals for
Monologues, that placed
her in front of one of
Chicago’s biggest casting
directors.
“You come and you
bring a canned food item
and you get to do a oneminute monologue in
front of a casting director,” she said. “It is a little
difficult to get in front
Felicia Frazar - The Seguin Gazette
of these people. I went Seguin native and actress Breanna Lind laughs as she anand I was No. 500-andswers questions from an audience of family and friends
something that day.”

on Saturday, Sept. 4, 2021, during a special screening of

CANDYMAN - 11 the movie “Candyman” at Hometown Cinemas.

Seguin high school ball fields get updates, resurfaced
Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette
After years of wear and
tear, the Seguin High School
softball field, Smokey Joe
Williams Field and baseball practice field are getting
much needed updates.
Recenlty, crews began tearing up the original playing
and practice surfaces and

replacing them.
“They took the infield and
outfield completely out and
started over,” Seguin High
School head softball coach
John Garcia said. “New dirt,
new sand, everything, redid
the bases, got rid of the lip,
and redid all of the irrigation. It is nice to actually be
able to play on a field that is
playable.”

During the July 27 board
meeting, Seguin ISD’s new
athletic director Craig Dailey
brought to the board his and
Garcia’s concerns over condition of both the softball
and baseball fields. During
the meeting, the board voted
unanimously to assign fund
balance to resurface the field.
For many years, the fields

Felicia Frazar
- The Seguin Gazette

The Seguin High School
softball got much needed
resurfacing work to make
the ﬁeld playable and safer
for the athletes.
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