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Districts monitor campus COVID cases
Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette
Noticing a surge in COVID-19
infections in the community and
within their school districts, area
superintendents last week vowed
to help stem the virus’ spread on
their campuses.
On Thursday, Seguin ISD
Superintendent
Matthew
Gutierrez took to social media to
spread the word of his district’s

COVID situation. The district is
at a critical point due to increasing cases and could face shut
downs, Gutierrez said.
“The threat of a school or district closure becomes increasingly real each day with the possibility of not having enough staff to
support educating our students,”
he said. “Our students are not
immune to COVID slide, and
they need to be in our classrooms
everyday.”

During the 2020-2021 school
year, the district had 238 total
positive cases of COVID-19
among students and 108 positive cases among staff members,
Gutierrez said.
On Thursday, 101 students
were positive along with 14 staff
members, according to the district’s COVID-19 online dashboard. Since Aug. 16, the first day
of school this year, 160 students
had tested positive for the coro-

navirus and 23 staff members,
the website read.
“If trends continue as they
have in the past few weeks, we
will surpass last year’s total cases
in the coming days,” Gutierrez
said. “Masks were mandated last
school year, and I firmly believe
that they made the difference.”
Seguin ISD employs about
1,100 staff members and has student enrollment of about 7,000,
Chief Communications Officer

Sean Hoffmann said.
Navarro ISD staff numbers
about 275 with 1,993 students
enrolled, Superintendent Wendi
Russell said. Her district on
Thursday saw 46 active cases of
COVID-19 among students and
four staff members, she said.
Since the Aug. 18 start of
school, Navarro has had 66 students test positive for COVID-19
along with nine staff members,
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GRMC faces
continued
COVID surge
Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette
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Showing off the restaurant’s mountain of food in the large crab and shrimp tray Thursday, Sept. 2, 2021, is Johnny
Garcia, manager at Texas Crab Co. in Seguin.

Fishy business
Food truck transitions into new local eatery
Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette

A

fter about a year
operating a successful food trailer,
an area seafood vendor felt
like the fates smiled upon
him leading to the recent
expansion of his business.

A couple months later and Ruben
Garcia of San Marcos now has a
thriving restaurant in Seguin —
Texas Crab Co. — and, according to
his son, plans to open a couple more.
He was doing well with the mobile
food business, but something told
him now was the time to open a staDalondo Moultrie - The Seguin Gazette
tionary location, Garcia said.
Just a couple months in operation, Texas Crab Co. thrives feeding scrumpCRAB - 10 tious seafood Sept. 2, 2021, in Seguin.

COVID-19’s infection
surge continues to rear its
ugly head at Guadalupe
Regional Medical Center
but staff members are
receiving some help in the
fight.
The hospital as of
Thursday had 38 COVID
patients and saw fairly
steady seven-day averages for hospitalizations
and new admissions,
Public Information Officer
Elizabeth McCown said.
“GRMC has recently
seen a minor reduction
in the number of patients
presenting with active
COVID-19 disease requiring hospitalization and has
received transfer of critical care patients from other
facilities as bed availability
allows,” she said. “GRMC
encourages the public to
continue to practice prevention measures. Get vaccinated if your family doctor says you are an appropriate candidate.”
The hospital’s seven-day
moving average for hospitalizations on Thursday
was 33 per day, McCown
said. For admissions, the
seven-day moving average
was six per day, she said.
Since the beginning of
the pandemic, GRMC had
seen 1,022 hospitalizations
for COVID-19, McCown
said.
Active cases of the disease continued to pres-

ent themselves across
Guadalupe
County,
according to the Texas
Department of State Health
Services’ online dashboard.
As of Friday, the state
listed about 1,007 active
cases of COVID-19 in the
county. Probable cases in
Guadalupe County totaled
5,201 and confirmed cases
since the beginning were
listed at 15,176, according
to the DSHS data.
The state said 255 people in Guadalupe County
had died of the disease and
about 19,109 had recovered.
To help Guadalupe
Regional Medical Center
with its fight against the
virus, state officials so far
have sent 20 clinical staff to
the hospital, McCown said.
Hospital personnel continue to supplement staff
with private agency contracted healthcare workers,
she said.
“This COVID-19 surge
of patients has stressed
GRMC systems as we work
diligently to care for the
high volume of critical
care patients with limited
additional staff,” McCown
said. “Please know that we
are here to care for you
but the emergency department wait times and routine communications with
family may be delayed. We
are holding some admitted
patients in the ER as they
await bed availability and
COVID - 7

County combined narcotics unit named best in Texas
Guadalupe County’s narcotics unit was named the
best in the state by the Texas
Narcotic Officers Association.
The association recently
voted the Guadalupe County
Narcotics Task Force its
Narcotics Unit of the Year.
The award was presented
to the leaders of the agencies that make up the unit,
Guadalupe County Sheriff
Arnold Zwicke, Cibolo Police

Department Chief Bryan
Hugghins and Seguin Police
Department Chief Terry
Nichols during the TExas
Narcotics Officers Association
banquet in Galveston,
Guadalupe County Sheriff’s
Narcotics Lt. John Flores said.
The county’s unit is made
up of officers from the sheriff’s office and Seguin’s and
Cibolo’s police departments,
he said. Guadalupe County
Narcotics Task Force is a team
of 13 members with more
than 190 combined years of

experience, Flores said.
It’s more than just men and
women doing the tough job of
ridding the county’s streets of
dangerous drugs, he said.
“The task force also
includes three K-9 officers
as part of the team so there
is never a delay in performing a canine search during a
traffic stop or assisting with a
search warrant,” Flores said.
“These officers and canines
are invaluable to the team.”

Courtesy photo
- Special to the Seguin Gazette

The Guadalupe County
Narcotics Task Force was
named Narcotics Unit of
the Year from the Texas
Narcotic Officers Association on Thursday, Aug.
20, 2021. Accepting the
award for the team are
(from left) Cibolo Police
Chief Bryan Hugghins,
Guadalupe County Sheriff
Arnold Zwicke and Seguin
Police Chief Terry Nichols.
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