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Navarro board calls for $160M bond
District looks to build new high school, second elementary school, athletics complex in two propositions
Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette
Navarro ISD constituents
will have a couple of choices to
make in November as the district is asking the community
for $160 million to build a new
high school, a second elementary
school and new athletic facilities,
and purchase land.
During a special meeting
Friday night, trustees voted

unanimously to call a bond election for a pair of propositions
to create the new facilities and
expand the district.
The first proposition, set at
$130 million, will give the district
the ability to purchase land, build
a new high school to replace the
current facility, and construct a
new elementary to coincide with
the current campus.
Both the high school and
elementary have seen increas-

COVID19

GRMC gets
help with
rising cases

es in student enrollment,
Superintendent Wendi Russell
said. With nearly two dozen
housing developments underway
— including potential apartment
complexes — both campuses are
expected to see far more students
than they have classroom space
to accommodate, Russell said.
“Having the enrollment now,
just looking at preliminary numbers for this school year, we will
be over capacity at our high

school,” she said. “It has a capacity of 650 and we already have
that many enrolled. Elementary
is sneaking up quickly behind.”
The district began talks about
new facilities three years ago
under the guidance of former
superintendent Dee Carter and
a facilities committee. While
those talks continued, action was
placed on hold during the pandemic, Russell said. However, the
construction of rooftops did not

pause.
The district is also proposing
a second proposition of $30 million for a new athletic complex
that would bring all of the district’s athletic facilities together.

Financial Impact
While $160 million for both
is a high price tag, Russell said it
will not all come at once.
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Flames gut apartment Census shows
county growth
over 10 years
Dalondo Moultrie
The Seguin Gazette
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State of Texas officials
pledged help to area hospitals, which will come in
handy locally as the number of COVID-related visits
rise at Guadalupe Regional
Medical Center.
“Guadalupe
Regional
Medical Center as well
as the San Antonio region
have been experiencing
a surge in the number of
COVID-19 cases for approximately four weeks,” GRMC
Public Information Officer
Elizabeth McCown said
Thursday. “GRMC is currently caring for 31 COVID
patients in addition to our
non-COVID census.”
The hospital’s seven-day
moving average for COVID19 hospitalizations jumped
by 26% over the prior week to
30 per day, she said. GRMC’s
seven-day moving average
for new COVID-19 admissions equaled four per day,
McCown said.
Also increasing by 26%
higher than the previous
week was the hospital’s emergency department visits for
flu or COVID-like illnesses,
she said.
Of the patients hospitalized due to the coronavirus, 96% were unvaccinated or not fully vaccinated,
McCown said. GRMC considers people who are two
weeks out from completion
COVID - 14

While crews from Seguin, New
Braunfels, San Marcos and Marion fire
departments helped, they couldn’t contain the blaze before it spread over the
entire building, causing the roof to collapse.

Population numbers for Seguin grew
a slower than city leaders had expected,
while other Guadalupe County cities experienced greater growth spurts, recently
release U.S. Census Bureau data showed.
Seguin’s population grew by 4,258 people, a 16.9% increase from 25,175 in 2010
to 29,433 2020, Census Bureau website
showed. The numbers weren’t what Mayor
Donna Dodgen expected.
“Actually, no, I expected it to be higher
than that,” she said. “During our COVID
times and the availability of getting to
people and getting a truly accurate count,
maybe it’s a little bit off. Maybe it’s off and
we have more than 30,000, because that’s
what I expected.”
The city will take a look at the numbers
and see if there possibly were errors in
accounting, City Manager Steve Parker
said. Seguin had about a 55% response rate
to the census, which could be problematic,
plus the city experienced a lot of growth
that occurred after April 2020, which could
affect the city’s final population count, he
said.
Seguin would like to have a higher final
number because population size determines where the state and federal government send funds for things like transit
improvements, Community Development
Block Grants, and more, Parker said.
“The higher the number is, the more
money we get,” he said.
Other cities in Guadalupe County and
the county itself saw tremendous growth,
according to census numbers.
Schertz’s population increased from
31,465 in 2010 to 42,002 in 2020, a 33.5%
jump. Cibolo went from 15,349 people in
2010 to 32,276 in 2020, an astronomical
110.3% increase.
Guadalupe County has 41,173 more
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Fireﬁghters continue to extinguish the blaze that destroyed an apartment building on
Thursday, Aug. 12, 2021, in the Summers Bend apartment complex.

Blaze destroys building, displaces 7 families
Felicia Frazar
The Seguin Gazette
Seven Seguin families lost their homes
in a blaze that gutted an apartment building early Thursday morning.
First responders were called about 1:37
a.m. for a reported fire in the 2400 building of the Summers Bend apartment
complex, 1200 E. Walnut St., Seguin Fire
Chief Dale Skinner said.
When they arrived, they found a portion of the bottom floor of one of the
buildings engulfed in flames, Skinner
said. The blaze quickly spread throughout the building, Skinner said.
“We believe it had burned for quite
a while before we had been alerted,” he
said. “It ran the void space between the
floors and quickly got into the attic and
involved the attic.”
Seguin police offers who were nearby
were able to assist the fire department
in quickly evacuating the units and help
with search efforts to assure there was no
one in the apartments, Skinner said.
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Fireﬁghters shoot water on an apartment
building destroyed by ﬁre Thursday, Aug. 12,
2021, in the Summers Bend apartment complex.

Navarro remembers coach, teacher 50 years later
A crowd gathered at the memorial
statue for Ruel Erwin and Norman
Lee on Wednesday just outside of
the Navarro football field.
It was 50 years ago to the day
that Erwin and Lee, whom the field
was named after, died in a tragic
accident.
Their deaths brought the community together that day and the
days after, so it was only right that
again the community would honor

and remember the pair and the legacy they left behind.
“As this community is growing, people are moving in and they
have no idea of what is going, or
why the field is named this,” said
Randall Springs, who orchestrated
the memorial ceremony.
It was the same reason why five
years ago, the community came
together to erect a memorial to the
men — Erwin, the school’s first
head football coach, and Lee, a
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Former Navarro Panthers
Harlon Bridges and Russell Schreiwer share a few
words about Navarro’s ﬁrst
football coach Ruel Erwin
and agriculture teacher
Norman Lee during a ceremony on Wednesday, Aug.
11, 2021, honoring their
deaths 50 years ago.
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