ren Munsch and Short
Circuit.
Residents and visitors
are invited to come out
to view the classics and
get in on all the fun.

BY GEOFF BELCHER
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A

lthough the
24th annual Cruisin’
the Coast
doesn’t officially begin
in Hancock County until
today, Wednesday, the
Cruisers have already
been burning up Hancock’s highways.
“Somebody made a
comment to me today
that Old Town Bay St.
Louis last night looked
like Cruisin’ was already
happening here, which
is a really good thing,”
Hancock Tourism Director Myrna Green said
Sunday.
That’s great news
for local merchants,
officials said, who have
seen lower-than-usual
business for the past few
months because of the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Although the virus
has thinned out the
crowds a little this year,
there are still more than
6,500 classic vehicles
registered for this year’s
Cruisin’ the Coast.
Green said that
roughly one-third of the
Cruisin’ visitors each
year are not even registered -- they’re just here
to see the cars.
PARTY TIME
Cruisin’ the Coast -billed by its organizers
as “America’s Largest
Block Party” -- officially
began Oct. 4 in Gulf-

CRUISIN’ OLD TOWN
Old Town Bay St.
Louis will host cruisers
from 9-5 p.m. Thursday,
Friday and Saturday,
with live entertainment
beginning at 11 a.m.
each day.
Over in Pass Christian, the downtown area
will also host cruisers
from 9-5 p.m.Thursday,
Friday and Saturday,
with live entertainment
beginning at 11 a.m.
each day.
Courtney Hansen will
appear in downtown
Pass Christian from 10
a.m.-noon on Thursday;
and in Bay St. Louis
from 2-4 p.m.
Other local entertainment is as follows:
The 24th annual Cruisin’ the Coast got under way in Harrison County on Oct. 4, with events scheduled
to begin in Hancock County today, Wednesday, Oct. 7, with the eighth annual Blessing of the Classics
in Diamondhead; and on Thursday in Old Town Bay St. Louis.

port.
Car enthusiasts from
41 states plus Puerto Rico, Canada and
Sweden drive to the
Mississippi Gulf Coast
once a year to showcase
their rides and to cruise
our beautiful 30-mile
stretch of beachside
highway with designated
stops in Bay St. Louis,
Diamondhead, Biloxi,
D’Iberville, Gulfport,
Pass Christian and

Ocean Springs.
BLESSING OF THE CLASSICS
The first Hancock
County venue for this
year’s event opens today, Wednesday, Oct. 7
-- with the eighth annual
Blessing of the Classics
in Diamondhead.
Mark Duffy, founder
and chairman of the
event for the city, said
registered vehicles are
invited to the staging

area on the south side of
Diamondhead beginning
at noon.
At 3 p.m., they will
drive their rides around
a scenic route on Diamondhead Drive East
and Lanai Drive where
they will have their
classic cars blessed by
priests and pastors from
different denominations
Each participating
car owner will receive a
Blessing of the Classics

sports bottle (while supplies last) and a commemorative certificate.
Last year’s Blessing
of the Classics was the
biggest yet, Duffy said:
“The cars just kept
coming and coming.
It seems to be getting
bigger every year.”
The event will
culminate at the area
around Diamondhead
City Hall with live rock
& roll music by Lau-

Wednesday,
October 7
• 2020 Registration
package pick-up, 9 a.m.5 p.m. for all registrations; 2020 Onsite Registration begins; Cruise
Central,
•Diamondhead Blessing of the Classics, 3-6
p.m.

Thursday,

