Mining the Cuyama Groundwater Basin

50,000 700000 ©
® 2
& 40000 Bl wet vear — 500000 @
o Above Normal Year d o
G 30,000 Below Normal Year |—— ©
g I Dry Year 300,000 .
£ 20000 B Critical Year — %
> 10000 100000 £
P L
[] (7]
® 0 100,000 £
£ o
£ o
@ 10,000 -300,000 £
& -20,000 S
< -500,000 @
= -30,000 =
S ©
3 : i
E 40000 700,000 =
< £

-50,000 -900,000 &

5323855383885 83325c2TI22E22388
= o - ™ ™ ™ = = —
2238933331’/ RRERR
Water Year

Over-pumping on farmland has left the Cuyama basin in a state of critical overdraft.
The bars show the yearly deficit in groundwater storage since 1998, even in years of
above-normal rain. The brown line tracks the steady decline in storage overall.

Credit: Cuyama Basin Groundwater Sustainability Agency.



