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Local firefighters on scene
Firefighters from across Santa Barbara County 
are helping fight fires in Los Angeles.   CENTRAL COAST, A6

A good clip
Cabrillo girls basketball tops Santa Ynez 
49-30.   SPORTS, B1

MELINDA BURNS
Contributing Writer 

Wasting no time in the new 
year, two members of the Santa 
Barbara County board of supervi-
sors have scheduled a hearing for 
next Tuesday to consider stronger 
odor-control regulations for the 
cannabis greenhouse industry in 
the Carpinteria Valley.

The move by 2nd District Su-
pervisor Laura Capps, of Goleta, 
and 4th District Supervisor Bob 
Nelson, of Orcutt, comes on the 
heels of the Jan. 7 swearing-in of 
1st District Supervisor Roy Lee, 
a former Carpinteria councilman 
who replaces Das Williams, a fel-
low Carpinterian.

Williams played a leading role 
in drafting the county’s permis-
sive cannabis ordinance of 2018, 
opening the door to the wholesale 
conversion of fl ower greenhouses 
into what some residents refer to 
as the “cannabis industrial com-
plex” ringing their small beach 
town.

Capps and Nelson want to 
amend the ordinance to require 
the installation of state-of-the 

art carbon fi ltration technology, 
commonly known as “scrubbers,” 
at each of the 29 cannabis green-

house operations approved by the 
county just beyond the city limits 
of Carpinteria.

Growers would have 12 months 
to comply from the date that the 
board approves the measure, un-
less they apply for an extension to 
allow time for electrical upgrades 
or other “legitimate challenges.”

“We’re fl ipping the script and 
no longer putting the burden on 
neighbors to come to us to try to 
enact change,” Capps said this 
week. “My intention is that the 
board sets the vision for a solu-
tion that fi nally works. Far too 
long, the neighbors of Carpin-
teria have been doing the job of 
government with too much ex-
pense, too much acrimony, too 
much time and litigation. It’s a 
new chapter with cannabis in 
Santa Barbara County.”

As of last fall, county data show 
only seven of 20 cannabis green-
house operations currently under 

VICTORIA EASTWOOD, SAMY MAGDY 
AND JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 

CAIRO — U.S. and Arab 
mediators made significant 
progress overnight toward 
brokering a ceasefire in the 
Israel-Hamas war and the 
release of scores of hostages 
held in the Gaza Strip, but a 
deal hasn’t been reached yet, 
officials said Monday.

Four officials acknowl-
edged that progress has been 
made and said the coming days 
would be critical for ending 
more than 15 months of fight-
ing that has destabilized the 
Middle East. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized 
to discuss the talks.

A U.S. official briefed on the 
negotiations said all sides are 
“closer than we’ve ever been, 
but it could still fall apart.” 
The official declined to pre-
dict the timing of a potential 
agreement because he said it 
is too uncertain, with multi-
ple moving parts still in play.

Two other officials, in-
cluding one associated with 
Hamas, said there were still a 
number of hurdles. On several 
occasions over the past year, 
U.S. leaders have said they 
were on the verge of reaching 
a deal, only to have talks stall.

Another person familiar 

with the talks said there had 
been a breakthrough overnight 
and there was a proposed deal 
on the table. Israeli and Hamas 
negotiators will take it to their 
leaders for final approval, the 
person said.

CHRISTOPHER WEBER, JULIE WATSON 
AND JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A grow-
ing force of fi refi ghters battled 
massive infernos across the 
Los Angeles area on Monday as 
more powerful winds moved in 
and threatened recent progress 
against wildfi res that have de-
stroyed thousands of homes and 
killed at least 24 people.

Planes doused homes and hill-
sides with bright pink fi re-proof 
chemicals, crews prepared to 
pounce on hotspots across the 
region and dozens of water trucks 
rolled in to replenish supplies af-
ter hydrants ran dry last week.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass 
and other o¡  cials have faced crit-
icism over their initial response 
to fi res that began last week. But 
they expressed confi dence Mon-
day that the additional fi refi ght-
ers brought in from around the 
country, as well as from Canada 
and Mexico, would help them turn 
the tide.

“We’re absolutely better pre-
pared,” LA County Fire Chief An-
thony Marrone said when asked 
what will be di¢ erent from a week 
ago, when hurricane-force winds 
propelled multiple fi res across the 
parched, brush-fi lled region that 
hasn’t seen rain in more than eight 
months.

But Marrone warned that the 
strong winds could prevent air-
planes from fi ghting the blazes 
from above, just as they did last 
week. If winds reach 70 mph (112 
kph), “it’s going to be very di¡  cult 
to contain that fi re,” he said.

He urged residents to have pets, 
documents and other important 
items ready in case of evacuations. 
Other fi re o¡  cials advised residents 
in high-risk areas to just leave home 
– and not wait for formal evacua-
tion orders — if they sense danger.

GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 

As the fi re roared down a hillside 
toward their Altadena home, Va-
nessa Prata and her parents hur-
ried to pack their car. They focused 
on saving irreplaceable items, like 
family photographs and a baby doll 
from Vanessa’s childhood.

But they didn’t leave.
Instead, the Pratas have remained 

in their family home of 27 years, 
which is somehow still standing 
amid widespread devastation from 
the Los Angeles wildfi res, even 
as homes just over a block away 
burned. And as residents who did 
fl ee are kept away by police or mil-
itary barricades, Prata and her dad 
have taken it upon themselves to 
check on their neighbors’ homes.

“They’re sitting in these shel-
ters. They’re not sure whether 
their house survived or didn’t 
survive,” Prata said. “Once you 
know what the situation is, you 
have an ability to regroup and see 
what you’re going to do moving 
forward.”

‘WE’RE FLIPPING THE SCRIPT’

Supervisors open ‘new chapter’ 
on cannabis industry regulation

CARL H PERRY, CONTRIBUTED 

The 2025 Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors is poised to preside over a new chapter in cannabis industry regulations. From left to right 
are 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino, 3rd District Supervisor Joan Hartmann, the new chair and 2nd District Supervisor Laura Capps, newly 
sworn-in 1st District Supervisor Roy Lee and 4th District Supervisor Bob Nelson. 

MELINDA BURNS, CONTRIBUTED 

Envinity scrubbers, a state-of-the-art carbon fi ltration technology 
developed in the Netherlands, have been installed at Ever-Bloom, a 
cannabis greenhouse operation on Foothill Road. 

FIRESTORM 2025

Stronger winds 
threaten to 
spread wildfires 
ravaging LA

 Related coverage
Lawsuit challenges utility’s equip-
ment, Page A2; More local fire-
fighters head south, Page A6.

Dad, daughter 
help evacuees 
learn whether 
homes survivedSignificant progress made in ceasefire talks

OHAD ZWIGENBERG 

An Ultra-orthodox Jewish man walks past a gra�  ti that displays 
portraits of hostages held by Hamas in Gaza, in Jerusalem, on Monday.

Please see CANNABIS, Page A5
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Fiery display
Hundreds gather for annual tree burn to end 
Solvang Julefest.   LIFESTYLES, B3

Winning goal
Righetti boys soccer team moves to 10-1-2 
with win over Cabrillo.   SPORTS, B1

LISA ANDRÉ 
landre@syvnews.com 

An environmental study is 
being conducted by the Depart-
ment of the Air Force to explore 
potential impacts of SpaceX’s 
proposed launch program ex-
pansion at Vandenberg Space 
Force Base, and the public is in-
vited to engage in the process. 

The environmental impact 
statement process, according 
to the DAF, will evaluate mod-
ifications to: Space Launch 
Complex (SLC)-6 for Falcon 9 
and Falcon Heavy operations, 
the increase in launches and 
landings at VSFB, and changes 
to related airspace authorized 
by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration.

The report will also examine 
impacts on local wetlands, fl ood-
plains, and historic properties in 

SANTA MARIA TIMES STAFF REPORT

 For the fi rst time in more than 
a decade, Lompoc Valley Med-
ical Center had the fi rst New 
Year baby born in Santa Barbara 
County.

Vandenberg Space Force Base 
residents Miata and Steven Tracy 
celebrated the start of the new 
year with the birth of their baby 
girl – just two minutes after mid-
night on Jan. 1.

Little Say’ora Grace Tracy was 
delivered naturally by Lompoc 
Health OBGYN Dr. Yvonne Wolny, 
weighing 8 pounds, 3 ounces and 
stretching 20 ½ inches.

The Tracys moved to Vanden-
berg in October from Montana. 
They are originally from Mis-
sissippi. Steven was recently 
promoted to sta�  sergeant and is 
with the 741st MMSX, fl ight test 
missile maintenance.

Say’ora was due on Jan. 8, but 
Miata’s water broke on Tuesday 
morning.

“I took a shower after the water 

broke,” Miata explained. “Google 
says the nurses like that. Then we 
called the doctor.”

Her OBGYN, Dr. Rod Huss, 

was not available for the holiday 
birth, but Dr. Wolny stepped in.

Christmas tree pick 
up this week 

The city of Lompoc is o� ering 
to pick up Christmas trees from 
residential customers during the 
second week of January.

The Lompoc Solid Waste Di-
vision will collect and recycle 
Christmas trees from city resi-
dences the week of Jan. 6 to Jan. 
10. The service is free of charge to 
residents.

Solid waste collection custom-
ers should place their trees 3 feet 
away from their refuse containers 
by 7 a.m. on their scheduled trash 
collection day during the week.

Prior to collection, all deco-
rations and tree stands must be 
removed.

Residents who miss the home 
tree collection are still able to 
drop their trees o�  free of charge 
at the Lompoc City Landfi ll, 700 
Avalon St.

Lompoc to recognize 
National Day of 
Mourning 

Lompoc city facilities will be 
closed Thursday, Jan. 9 follow-
ing the death of former President 
Jimmy Carter.

An executive order by Presi-
dent Joe Biden recognizes Jan. 9 
as a national day of mourning in 
honor of Carter.

According to the City, clo-
sures will include Lompoc City 
Hall, the Lompoc Public Library 
and Lompoc recreation facilities. 
Recreation classes scheduled for 
Thursday, Jan. 9 will be canceled.

Utility bill payments can be 
made online during the closure, 
or placed in the utility drop box 
outside Lompoc City Hall and will 
be collected on Jan. 10.

Trash, recycling and greenwaste 
collection will not be a� ected by 
the day of mourning.

Friends of Library 
hosting winter book 
sale 

Friends of the Lompoc Library 
System are hosting a winter book 
sale from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 17 and Saturday Jan. 18 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Lompoc Li-
brary’s Grossman Gallery, 501 E. 
North Ave.

Members of the public are in-
vited to join in and stock up on 
new reading material.

The book sale will feature hard-
back and paperback books, CDs, 
videos, DVDs and audiobooks.

Ahead of the event, a special 
preview sale for members only 
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 16. Membership 
dues can be paid at the door.

For more information about af-
ter-sale items for teachers and non-
profi ts, or to volunteer with the sale, 
contact Beth Dunn at 805-315-8988.

No donations will be accepted 
the week of the book sale, from 
Jan. 13-18.

For more information, visit the 
Friends of the Lompoc Library 
Facebook page @helpingthelom-
poclibrary or contact Donna Di-
mock, at 805-736-3390.

Lompoc teen center 
hosting fundraiser 

The Lompoc Teen Center for 
a second year will host a night of 
musical enjoyment on Saturday, 
Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. at the Flower City 
Ballroom in Lompoc.

“A Night of Jazz + R&B” will 
feature Grammy-nominated R&B 
group DW3, acclaimed trumpeter 
Willie Bradley, and local saxo-
phonist Derick Perry.

A private VIP reception will pre-
cede the main event at 5:45 p.m. 
when VIP guests will enjoy exclu-
sive door prizes, hors d’oeuvres, 

ABOUT TOWN

Lompoc Valley Medical Center welcomes 
first baby of 2025 in Santa Barbara County

CONTRIBUTED 

Luz Tajonar Santiago and Delfi no Moreno Hidalgo, from Santa Maria, 
with new son Jonathan, and sisters Amelia, 6, and Yamilett, 5.

Air Force invites public comment 
on SpaceX launch expansion
Four public meetings 
set, comment period 
ends Jan. 27

SPACEX, CONTRIBUTED 

Vandenberg Guardians and Airmen supported a SpaceX Falcon 9 launch on Dec. 28 at 5:58 p.m. from Space Launch Complex 4E, marking the 51st 
launch and missile test from West Coast Spaceport and Test Range at Vandenberg in 2024.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE, CONTRIBUTED 

An anticipated project timeline for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process launched by the 
Department of the Air Force runs through the Fall of 2024. The agency is exploring the potential impacts of 
SpaceX’s proposed launch program expansion at Vandenberg Space Force Base, and inviting members of the 
public to engage in the process.Please see SPACEX, Page A3

Please see BABY, Page A4 Please see TOWN, Page A4
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JENNIFER BEST
Contributing Writer 

The Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors welcomed 
a new member, honored return-
ing members, and shu�  ed seats 
Monday before taking its fi rst 
actions of the new year. Among 
them: designating Cold Spring 
Canyon Bridge a county historic 
landmark.

The bridge that stretches along 
Highway 154 from post mile 22.95 
to 23.19 near San Marcos Pass was 
completed in 1964. It was de-
signed by the California Division 
of Highways Bridge Department 
as part of an upgrade of seven 
miles of the winding highway.

Historical Landmarks Advisory 
Commission Chair Keith Co� -
man-Grey said the span is “the 
largest steel architectural bridge 
in California, and fi rst major ar-

chitectural structure in the U.S. 
composed of all welded steel 
components. It’s signifi cant for 
its engineering and architectural 
design.”

County Landmark #56 is eli-
gible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, on 
a state level and as a county 
landmark, the commission de-

termined over an eight-month 
process, which included work-
ing with CalTrans District 5 on 
gathering documentation and 
state consent for the designation.

The commission identifi ed the 
bridge as a potential landmark 
in early 2024 and reached out to 
CalTrans District 5 in April to de-
termine whether the agency would 
have any objections to the desig-
nation. Co� man-Grey said not 
only did they not object, but they 
provided detailed reports related 
to the bridge, including a 1994 
report that stated the bridge met 
criterion for such designation.

O�  cial commission talks about 
the designation began in May, 
with nomination in September 
and commission approval in Oc-
tober.

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY NEWS STAFF 
REPORT

C.A.R.E4Paws and other area 
agencies have mobilized their 
services to assist with animal res-
cue e� orts during the Los Angeles 
wildfi res.

The Santa Barbara County 
nonprofi t has partnered with 
Cold Noses Warm Hearts, Meade 
Canine Rescue, ASAP Cats, and 
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Soci-
ety to transfer cats and dogs from 
three Los Angeles shelters to help 
make space for evacuees from the 
L.A. wildfi re evacuation areas.

Santa Ynez Valley Humane So-
ciety & DAWG over the weekend 
made a supply drop to overfi lled 
shelters, comprised of donations 
such as pet food, beds, crates and 
blankets provided by members of 
the local community.

On Monday, C.A.R.E4Paws 
spokeswoman Chantelle Cook 
reported that 15 cats were being 
transported from Baldwin Park 
Shelter to ASAP Cats in Santa 
Barbara. Ten large dogs and one 
puppy were also moved from 
the West L.A. shelter, with three 

transported to Santa Ynez Valley 
Humane Society & DAWG and 
the rest temporarily taken in as 
fosters by C.A.R.E.4Paws.

The agency later reported via 

social media that their smaller 
clinic and Diaz Paws transported 
nine cats and nine dogs from 

JENNIFER BEST
Contributing Writer 

Two years after losing the Sol-
vang City Council District 3 race 
to David Brown by six votes, V. 
Louise Smith was appointed 
Monday to fi ll that position for 
the next two years.

The results of the November 
2024 election created a vacancy 
on the council 
as Brown moved 
into the mayor’s 
seat, leaving the 
council 60 days 
to make an ap-
pointment to fi ll 
that seat or call a 
special election to 
fi ll the vacancy at 
a cost of $30,000 plus consultant 
fees and other internal costs.

At its Nov. 12 meeting, the new-
ly-seated council voted to open 
the position to applicants. Smith 
and Melanie Eckford-Prossor 
heeded the call.

Both applicants were given a 
few minutes to present themselves 
before the council, which also 
heard from local residents, four 
of whom took to the microphone. 
All of the speakers supported 
Smith and her “consistent desire 
to serve,” including: Dan Martin; 
Solvang Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Tracy Beard; Steven Brown; 
and Marybeth Lee.

Council Member Elizabeth 
Orona (District 4) made the mo-
tion to appoint Smith because, 
Orona said, “having run for the 
o�  ce gives the public an opportu-
nity to get to know the candidate 
through a number of forums and 
knocking on doors and publicizing 
what you think.”

Orona also noted that, “while 
Louise, when she ran, did not 
prevail, she immediately raised 
her hand again and volunteered 
to serve on the (Tourism Advisory 
Committee).”

The full council also appointed 
volunteers to committees and 
commission seats including:

- Planning Commission: Jack 
Williams; Aaron Petersen; Bran-
don Sparks-Gillis; William “Bill” 
Zigler; and Kief Adler;

- Design Review Committee: 
Esther Jacobsen Bates; Jennifer 
Johnson; Melissa Bates; Charlene 
Goetz; Richard Boyd; and,

- Measure U Citizens Oversight 
Committee: Adelia Kehoe; and 
Henry Haugse.

FIGHTING FIRES 
With appointments under their 

belts and a full council in action, 
members addressed the Los An-
geles-area wildfi res which have 
destroyed more than 10,000 
structures, damaged thousands of 
others and, to date, have resulted 
in 24 fatalities.

Council Member Mark Infanti 
(District 1) expressed concern that 
“if we had a massive fi re here, I 
don’t know if (the city’s reservoirs) 
would support the fi remen taking 
care of it. That means we’d have 
to pump in through ID1 valves or 
something like that or the State 
Water or something.”

He asked city sta�  to develop 
an emergency plan that ad-
dresses water resources, evacu-
ation routes, and the impacts a 
prolonged drought could have on 
the city’s safety.

“There’s parts of this com-
munity that, if a road is blocked, 
you’re not going to get out of 
town, so we might need to talk 
about Fjord Road again,” Infanti 
said.

Council member Elizabeth 
Orona underscored with more 
urgency the need for action. 

Cold Spring Bridge designated 
county historic landmark

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO, MIKE ELIASON, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Firefi ghters climb back onto Stagecoach Road beneath the Cold Spring Bridge after controlling two small fi res that broke out in this July 2020 photo. 
Cold Spring Bridge was designated a county historic landmark Tuesday by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors.

COURTESY IMAGE 

The Cold Spring Bridge contains 5,094,000 pounds of steel and is as tall 
as a 36-story building. 

Solvang council 
appoints V. 
Louise Smith to 
District 3 seat

COURTESY C.A.R.E.4PAWS 

The C.A.R.E.4Paws team en route to Los Angeles via the agency’s mobile 
clinics to transport cats and dogs from three shelters to help make 
space for animal evacuees in L.A. wildfi re evacuation areas. The e� ort 
is in partnership with Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society & DAWG, ASAP 
Cats, Cold Noses, Warm Hearts and Meade Canine Rescue. 

C.A.R.E4Paws helps clear shelters for evacuees
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Please see COUNCIL, Page A5
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Local firefighters on scene
Firefighters from across Santa Barbara County 
are helping fight fires in Los Angeles.   CENTRAL COAST, A6

A good clip
Cabrillo girls basketball tops Santa Ynez 
49-30.   SPORTS, B1

MELINDA BURNS
Contributing Writer 

Wasting no time in the new 
year, two members of the Santa 
Barbara County board of supervi-
sors have scheduled a hearing for 
next Tuesday to consider stronger 
odor-control regulations for the 
cannabis greenhouse industry in 
the Carpinteria Valley.

The move by 2nd District Su-
pervisor Laura Capps, of Goleta, 
and 4th District Supervisor Bob 
Nelson, of Orcutt, comes on the 
heels of the Jan. 7 swearing-in of 
1st District Supervisor Roy Lee, 
a former Carpinteria councilman 
who replaces Das Williams, a fel-
low Carpinterian.

Williams played a leading role 
in drafting the county’s permis-
sive cannabis ordinance of 2018, 
opening the door to the wholesale 
conversion of fl ower greenhouses 
into what some residents refer to 
as the “cannabis industrial com-
plex” ringing their small beach 
town.

Capps and Nelson want to 
amend the ordinance to require 
the installation of state-of-the 

art carbon fi ltration technology, 
commonly known as “scrubbers,” 
at each of the 29 cannabis green-

house operations approved by the 
county just beyond the city limits 
of Carpinteria.

Growers would have 12 months 
to comply from the date that the 
board approves the measure, un-
less they apply for an extension to 
allow time for electrical upgrades 
or other “legitimate challenges.”

“We’re fl ipping the script and 
no longer putting the burden on 
neighbors to come to us to try to 
enact change,” Capps said this 
week. “My intention is that the 
board sets the vision for a solu-
tion that fi nally works. Far too 
long, the neighbors of Carpin-
teria have been doing the job of 
government with too much ex-
pense, too much acrimony, too 
much time and litigation. It’s a 
new chapter with cannabis in 
Santa Barbara County.”

As of last fall, county data show 
only seven of 20 cannabis green-
house operations currently under 

VICTORIA EASTWOOD, SAMY MAGDY 
AND JOSEF FEDERMAN 
Associated Press 

CAIRO — U.S. and Arab 
mediators made significant 
progress overnight toward 
brokering a ceasefire in the 
Israel-Hamas war and the 
release of scores of hostages 
held in the Gaza Strip, but a 
deal hasn’t been reached yet, 
officials said Monday.

Four officials acknowl-
edged that progress has been 
made and said the coming days 
would be critical for ending 
more than 15 months of fight-
ing that has destabilized the 
Middle East. They spoke on 
condition of anonymity be-
cause they weren’t authorized 
to discuss the talks.

A U.S. official briefed on the 
negotiations said all sides are 
“closer than we’ve ever been, 
but it could still fall apart.” 
The official declined to pre-
dict the timing of a potential 
agreement because he said it 
is too uncertain, with multi-
ple moving parts still in play.

Two other officials, in-
cluding one associated with 
Hamas, said there were still a 
number of hurdles. On several 
occasions over the past year, 
U.S. leaders have said they 
were on the verge of reaching 
a deal, only to have talks stall.

Another person familiar 

with the talks said there had 
been a breakthrough overnight 
and there was a proposed deal 
on the table. Israeli and Hamas 
negotiators will take it to their 
leaders for final approval, the 
person said.

CHRISTOPHER WEBER, JULIE WATSON 
AND JOHN SEEWER 
Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — A grow-
ing force of fi refi ghters battled 
massive infernos across the 
Los Angeles area on Monday as 
more powerful winds moved in 
and threatened recent progress 
against wildfi res that have de-
stroyed thousands of homes and 
killed at least 24 people.

Planes doused homes and hill-
sides with bright pink fi re-proof 
chemicals, crews prepared to 
pounce on hotspots across the 
region and dozens of water trucks 
rolled in to replenish supplies af-
ter hydrants ran dry last week.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen Bass 
and other o¡  cials have faced crit-
icism over their initial response 
to fi res that began last week. But 
they expressed confi dence Mon-
day that the additional fi refi ght-
ers brought in from around the 
country, as well as from Canada 
and Mexico, would help them turn 
the tide.

“We’re absolutely better pre-
pared,” LA County Fire Chief An-
thony Marrone said when asked 
what will be di¢ erent from a week 
ago, when hurricane-force winds 
propelled multiple fi res across the 
parched, brush-fi lled region that 
hasn’t seen rain in more than eight 
months.

But Marrone warned that the 
strong winds could prevent air-
planes from fi ghting the blazes 
from above, just as they did last 
week. If winds reach 70 mph (112 
kph), “it’s going to be very di¡  cult 
to contain that fi re,” he said.

He urged residents to have pets, 
documents and other important 
items ready in case of evacuations. 
Other fi re o¡  cials advised residents 
in high-risk areas to just leave home 
– and not wait for formal evacua-
tion orders — if they sense danger.

GENE JOHNSON 
Associated Press 

As the fi re roared down a hillside 
toward their Altadena home, Va-
nessa Prata and her parents hur-
ried to pack their car. They focused 
on saving irreplaceable items, like 
family photographs and a baby doll 
from Vanessa’s childhood.

But they didn’t leave.
Instead, the Pratas have remained 

in their family home of 27 years, 
which is somehow still standing 
amid widespread devastation from 
the Los Angeles wildfi res, even 
as homes just over a block away 
burned. And as residents who did 
fl ee are kept away by police or mil-
itary barricades, Prata and her dad 
have taken it upon themselves to 
check on their neighbors’ homes.

“They’re sitting in these shel-
ters. They’re not sure whether 
their house survived or didn’t 
survive,” Prata said. “Once you 
know what the situation is, you 
have an ability to regroup and see 
what you’re going to do moving 
forward.”

‘WE’RE FLIPPING THE SCRIPT’

Supervisors open ‘new chapter’ 
on cannabis industry regulation

CARL H PERRY, CONTRIBUTED 

The 2025 Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors is poised to preside over a new chapter in cannabis industry regulations. From left to right 
are 5th District Supervisor Steve Lavagnino, 3rd District Supervisor Joan Hartmann, the new chair and 2nd District Supervisor Laura Capps, newly 
sworn-in 1st District Supervisor Roy Lee and 4th District Supervisor Bob Nelson. 

MELINDA BURNS, CONTRIBUTED 

Envinity scrubbers, a state-of-the-art carbon fi ltration technology 
developed in the Netherlands, have been installed at Ever-Bloom, a 
cannabis greenhouse operation on Foothill Road. 

FIRESTORM 2025

Stronger winds 
threaten to 
spread wildfires 
ravaging LA

 Related coverage
Lawsuit challenges utility’s equip-
ment, Page A2; More local fire-
fighters head south, Page A6.

Dad, daughter 
help evacuees 
learn whether 
homes survivedSignificant progress made in ceasefire talks

OHAD ZWIGENBERG 

An Ultra-orthodox Jewish man walks past a gra�  ti that displays 
portraits of hostages held by Hamas in Gaza, in Jerusalem, on Monday.

Please see CANNABIS, Page A5

Please see CEASEFIRE, Page A3 Please see EVACUEES, Page A5

Please see WILDFIRES, Page A5
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Fiery display
Hundreds gather for annual tree burn to end 
Solvang Julefest.   LIFESTYLES, B3

Winning goal
Righetti boys soccer team moves to 10-1-2 
with win over Cabrillo.   SPORTS, B1

LISA ANDRÉ 
landre@syvnews.com 

An environmental study is 
being conducted by the Depart-
ment of the Air Force to explore 
potential impacts of SpaceX’s 
proposed launch program ex-
pansion at Vandenberg Space 
Force Base, and the public is in-
vited to engage in the process. 

The environmental impact 
statement process, according 
to the DAF, will evaluate mod-
ifications to: Space Launch 
Complex (SLC)-6 for Falcon 9 
and Falcon Heavy operations, 
the increase in launches and 
landings at VSFB, and changes 
to related airspace authorized 
by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration.

The report will also examine 
impacts on local wetlands, fl ood-
plains, and historic properties in 

SANTA MARIA TIMES STAFF REPORT

 For the fi rst time in more than 
a decade, Lompoc Valley Med-
ical Center had the fi rst New 
Year baby born in Santa Barbara 
County.

Vandenberg Space Force Base 
residents Miata and Steven Tracy 
celebrated the start of the new 
year with the birth of their baby 
girl – just two minutes after mid-
night on Jan. 1.

Little Say’ora Grace Tracy was 
delivered naturally by Lompoc 
Health OBGYN Dr. Yvonne Wolny, 
weighing 8 pounds, 3 ounces and 
stretching 20 ½ inches.

The Tracys moved to Vanden-
berg in October from Montana. 
They are originally from Mis-
sissippi. Steven was recently 
promoted to sta�  sergeant and is 
with the 741st MMSX, fl ight test 
missile maintenance.

Say’ora was due on Jan. 8, but 
Miata’s water broke on Tuesday 
morning.

“I took a shower after the water 

broke,” Miata explained. “Google 
says the nurses like that. Then we 
called the doctor.”

Her OBGYN, Dr. Rod Huss, 

was not available for the holiday 
birth, but Dr. Wolny stepped in.

Christmas tree pick 
up this week 

The city of Lompoc is o� ering 
to pick up Christmas trees from 
residential customers during the 
second week of January.

The Lompoc Solid Waste Di-
vision will collect and recycle 
Christmas trees from city resi-
dences the week of Jan. 6 to Jan. 
10. The service is free of charge to 
residents.

Solid waste collection custom-
ers should place their trees 3 feet 
away from their refuse containers 
by 7 a.m. on their scheduled trash 
collection day during the week.

Prior to collection, all deco-
rations and tree stands must be 
removed.

Residents who miss the home 
tree collection are still able to 
drop their trees o�  free of charge 
at the Lompoc City Landfi ll, 700 
Avalon St.

Lompoc to recognize 
National Day of 
Mourning 

Lompoc city facilities will be 
closed Thursday, Jan. 9 follow-
ing the death of former President 
Jimmy Carter.

An executive order by Presi-
dent Joe Biden recognizes Jan. 9 
as a national day of mourning in 
honor of Carter.

According to the City, clo-
sures will include Lompoc City 
Hall, the Lompoc Public Library 
and Lompoc recreation facilities. 
Recreation classes scheduled for 
Thursday, Jan. 9 will be canceled.

Utility bill payments can be 
made online during the closure, 
or placed in the utility drop box 
outside Lompoc City Hall and will 
be collected on Jan. 10.

Trash, recycling and greenwaste 
collection will not be a� ected by 
the day of mourning.

Friends of Library 
hosting winter book 
sale 

Friends of the Lompoc Library 
System are hosting a winter book 
sale from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 
Jan. 17 and Saturday Jan. 18 from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Lompoc Li-
brary’s Grossman Gallery, 501 E. 
North Ave.

Members of the public are in-
vited to join in and stock up on 
new reading material.

The book sale will feature hard-
back and paperback books, CDs, 
videos, DVDs and audiobooks.

Ahead of the event, a special 
preview sale for members only 
will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Jan. 16. Membership 
dues can be paid at the door.

For more information about af-
ter-sale items for teachers and non-
profi ts, or to volunteer with the sale, 
contact Beth Dunn at 805-315-8988.

No donations will be accepted 
the week of the book sale, from 
Jan. 13-18.

For more information, visit the 
Friends of the Lompoc Library 
Facebook page @helpingthelom-
poclibrary or contact Donna Di-
mock, at 805-736-3390.

Lompoc teen center 
hosting fundraiser 

The Lompoc Teen Center for 
a second year will host a night of 
musical enjoyment on Saturday, 
Jan. 18 at 7 p.m. at the Flower City 
Ballroom in Lompoc.

“A Night of Jazz + R&B” will 
feature Grammy-nominated R&B 
group DW3, acclaimed trumpeter 
Willie Bradley, and local saxo-
phonist Derick Perry.

A private VIP reception will pre-
cede the main event at 5:45 p.m. 
when VIP guests will enjoy exclu-
sive door prizes, hors d’oeuvres, 

ABOUT TOWN

Lompoc Valley Medical Center welcomes 
first baby of 2025 in Santa Barbara County

CONTRIBUTED 

Luz Tajonar Santiago and Delfi no Moreno Hidalgo, from Santa Maria, 
with new son Jonathan, and sisters Amelia, 6, and Yamilett, 5.

Air Force invites public comment 
on SpaceX launch expansion
Four public meetings 
set, comment period 
ends Jan. 27

SPACEX, CONTRIBUTED 

Vandenberg Guardians and Airmen supported a SpaceX Falcon 9 launch on Dec. 28 at 5:58 p.m. from Space Launch Complex 4E, marking the 51st 
launch and missile test from West Coast Spaceport and Test Range at Vandenberg in 2024.

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE, CONTRIBUTED 

An anticipated project timeline for an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process launched by the 
Department of the Air Force runs through the Fall of 2024. The agency is exploring the potential impacts of 
SpaceX’s proposed launch program expansion at Vandenberg Space Force Base, and inviting members of the 
public to engage in the process.Please see SPACEX, Page A3

Please see BABY, Page A4 Please see TOWN, Page A4
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JENNIFER BEST
Contributing Writer 

The Santa Barbara County 
Board of Supervisors welcomed 
a new member, honored return-
ing members, and shu�  ed seats 
Monday before taking its fi rst 
actions of the new year. Among 
them: designating Cold Spring 
Canyon Bridge a county historic 
landmark.

The bridge that stretches along 
Highway 154 from post mile 22.95 
to 23.19 near San Marcos Pass was 
completed in 1964. It was de-
signed by the California Division 
of Highways Bridge Department 
as part of an upgrade of seven 
miles of the winding highway.

Historical Landmarks Advisory 
Commission Chair Keith Co� -
man-Grey said the span is “the 
largest steel architectural bridge 
in California, and fi rst major ar-

chitectural structure in the U.S. 
composed of all welded steel 
components. It’s signifi cant for 
its engineering and architectural 
design.”

County Landmark #56 is eli-
gible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, on 
a state level and as a county 
landmark, the commission de-

termined over an eight-month 
process, which included work-
ing with CalTrans District 5 on 
gathering documentation and 
state consent for the designation.

The commission identifi ed the 
bridge as a potential landmark 
in early 2024 and reached out to 
CalTrans District 5 in April to de-
termine whether the agency would 
have any objections to the desig-
nation. Co� man-Grey said not 
only did they not object, but they 
provided detailed reports related 
to the bridge, including a 1994 
report that stated the bridge met 
criterion for such designation.

O�  cial commission talks about 
the designation began in May, 
with nomination in September 
and commission approval in Oc-
tober.

SANTA YNEZ VALLEY NEWS STAFF 
REPORT

C.A.R.E4Paws and other area 
agencies have mobilized their 
services to assist with animal res-
cue e� orts during the Los Angeles 
wildfi res.

The Santa Barbara County 
nonprofi t has partnered with 
Cold Noses Warm Hearts, Meade 
Canine Rescue, ASAP Cats, and 
Santa Ynez Valley Humane Soci-
ety to transfer cats and dogs from 
three Los Angeles shelters to help 
make space for evacuees from the 
L.A. wildfi re evacuation areas.

Santa Ynez Valley Humane So-
ciety & DAWG over the weekend 
made a supply drop to overfi lled 
shelters, comprised of donations 
such as pet food, beds, crates and 
blankets provided by members of 
the local community.

On Monday, C.A.R.E4Paws 
spokeswoman Chantelle Cook 
reported that 15 cats were being 
transported from Baldwin Park 
Shelter to ASAP Cats in Santa 
Barbara. Ten large dogs and one 
puppy were also moved from 
the West L.A. shelter, with three 

transported to Santa Ynez Valley 
Humane Society & DAWG and 
the rest temporarily taken in as 
fosters by C.A.R.E.4Paws.

The agency later reported via 

social media that their smaller 
clinic and Diaz Paws transported 
nine cats and nine dogs from 

JENNIFER BEST
Contributing Writer 

Two years after losing the Sol-
vang City Council District 3 race 
to David Brown by six votes, V. 
Louise Smith was appointed 
Monday to fi ll that position for 
the next two years.

The results of the November 
2024 election created a vacancy 
on the council 
as Brown moved 
into the mayor’s 
seat, leaving the 
council 60 days 
to make an ap-
pointment to fi ll 
that seat or call a 
special election to 
fi ll the vacancy at 
a cost of $30,000 plus consultant 
fees and other internal costs.

At its Nov. 12 meeting, the new-
ly-seated council voted to open 
the position to applicants. Smith 
and Melanie Eckford-Prossor 
heeded the call.

Both applicants were given a 
few minutes to present themselves 
before the council, which also 
heard from local residents, four 
of whom took to the microphone. 
All of the speakers supported 
Smith and her “consistent desire 
to serve,” including: Dan Martin; 
Solvang Chamber of Commerce 
CEO Tracy Beard; Steven Brown; 
and Marybeth Lee.

Council Member Elizabeth 
Orona (District 4) made the mo-
tion to appoint Smith because, 
Orona said, “having run for the 
o�  ce gives the public an opportu-
nity to get to know the candidate 
through a number of forums and 
knocking on doors and publicizing 
what you think.”

Orona also noted that, “while 
Louise, when she ran, did not 
prevail, she immediately raised 
her hand again and volunteered 
to serve on the (Tourism Advisory 
Committee).”

The full council also appointed 
volunteers to committees and 
commission seats including:

- Planning Commission: Jack 
Williams; Aaron Petersen; Bran-
don Sparks-Gillis; William “Bill” 
Zigler; and Kief Adler;

- Design Review Committee: 
Esther Jacobsen Bates; Jennifer 
Johnson; Melissa Bates; Charlene 
Goetz; Richard Boyd; and,

- Measure U Citizens Oversight 
Committee: Adelia Kehoe; and 
Henry Haugse.

FIGHTING FIRES 
With appointments under their 

belts and a full council in action, 
members addressed the Los An-
geles-area wildfi res which have 
destroyed more than 10,000 
structures, damaged thousands of 
others and, to date, have resulted 
in 24 fatalities.

Council Member Mark Infanti 
(District 1) expressed concern that 
“if we had a massive fi re here, I 
don’t know if (the city’s reservoirs) 
would support the fi remen taking 
care of it. That means we’d have 
to pump in through ID1 valves or 
something like that or the State 
Water or something.”

He asked city sta�  to develop 
an emergency plan that ad-
dresses water resources, evacu-
ation routes, and the impacts a 
prolonged drought could have on 
the city’s safety.

“There’s parts of this com-
munity that, if a road is blocked, 
you’re not going to get out of 
town, so we might need to talk 
about Fjord Road again,” Infanti 
said.

Council member Elizabeth 
Orona underscored with more 
urgency the need for action. 

Cold Spring Bridge designated 
county historic landmark

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO, MIKE ELIASON, SANTA BARBARA COUNTY FIRE DEPARTMENT 

Firefi ghters climb back onto Stagecoach Road beneath the Cold Spring Bridge after controlling two small fi res that broke out in this July 2020 photo. 
Cold Spring Bridge was designated a county historic landmark Tuesday by the Santa Barbara County Board of Supervisors.

COURTESY IMAGE 

The Cold Spring Bridge contains 5,094,000 pounds of steel and is as tall 
as a 36-story building. 

Solvang council 
appoints V. 
Louise Smith to 
District 3 seat

COURTESY C.A.R.E.4PAWS 

The C.A.R.E.4Paws team en route to Los Angeles via the agency’s mobile 
clinics to transport cats and dogs from three shelters to help make 
space for animal evacuees in L.A. wildfi re evacuation areas. The e� ort 
is in partnership with Santa Ynez Valley Humane Society & DAWG, ASAP 
Cats, Cold Noses, Warm Hearts and Meade Canine Rescue. 

C.A.R.E4Paws helps clear shelters for evacuees

Please see SHELTERS, Page A5
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Please see COUNCIL, Page A5
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Lompoc	 $25.00            $5.00 
Santa Ynez      $25.00	  $5.00

Death Notice Liner $8.00 
Photo: B/W $20.00 • Color $45.00

Prices include online advertising  



GREATEST REACH on the Central Coast 

ONLINE ADVERTISING RATES 

santamariatimes.com 
Over 115,000 unique visitors 

per month!

lompocrecord.com 
Over 40,000 unique visitors 

per month!

syvnews.com 
Over 24,000 unique visitors 

per month!

Product  	 Pixel Size  	 0-50k 	 51-100k 	 100k+ 
Leaderboard 	 728x90 	  	 $18.00 	 $15.00 	 $10.00 
Billboard  	 970x250 	  	 $18.00 	 $15.00 	 $10.00 
Big Ad 	  	 300x250 	  	 $18.00 	 $15.00 	 $10.00 
Reveal Ad  	 1920x600/800x250 	 $25.00 
Email Blast  	  	  	 $20.00 
 
Event Targeting 	  	  	 $500.00 
 
Target Advertising 	  	 Minimum Per Month     Cost for 1-3 months 
Minimum 150,000 impressions 	 50,000 impressions	 $1500.00  
Minimum 300,000 impressions 	 100,00o impressions		  $3000.00 
Minimum 600,000 impressions 	 200,000 impressions	 $6000.00

1 day - 24 hours  $100 
3 days – 72 hours  $175 

Limited to two posts per day 

FACEBOOK 
POSTS 

Edison (Digital Connection Plus) 
2x3 print w/15k impressions	 $399/mo. 
2x5 print w/20k impressions	 $599/mo. 
3x5 print w/25k impressions	 $699/mo. 
3x10 print w/50k impressions	 $1,299/mo. 
6x10 print w/55k impressions	 $1,999/mo. 
Full pg. print w/100k impressions	 $2,699/mo.
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