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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Gov. Kay Ivey on Tuesday 
announced an extension of 
Alabama’s safer-at-home 
order through July 31. The 
order, in place since May 
1, was set to expire Friday. 
Ivey is extending the order 
as cases of COVID-19 con-
tinue to rise across the state.

“Personal responsibility 
means it is everyone’s re-
sponsibility,” Ivey stated in 
a press conference Tuesday. 
“If we continue going in 
the wrong direction, and 
our hospitals are not able 
to handle the capacity of 
patients, then we’re going 
to reserve the right to come 
back in and reverse course.”

As of Wednesday, there 
are 37,536 confirmed cases 
in the state, with 926 con-
firmed deaths, according to 
the Alabama Department of 

Public Health.
Rep. Kerry Rich, R-Al-

bertville, said he is in 
complete support of Ivey’s 
decision to extend the 

safer-at-home order. How-
ever, he wants to see more 
Alabamians take personal 
responsibility for stopping 
the spread of the virus. 

“In my opinion, you have 
a lot of people who don’t 
want the government to tell 
them what to do,” Rich said. 
“I don’t want that either. But 
in order for that to work, 
people have got to take per-
sonal responsibility.

“When I go out, I don’t 
see more than half the peo-
ple out there — if that many 
— wearing a mask. I just 
don’t see it. 

“People to a large extent 
ignore social distancing. In 
order to kill this virus, you 
have got to take personal 
responsibility. That is the 
key to the whole thing.”

The Centers of Disease 
Control urges residents 
to protect themselves and 
others by:

• Washing hands often 
with soap and water or by 
using a hand sanitizer con-

MetroCreative Connection

Gov. Kay Ivey says stopping the spread of the novel coronavirus is every-
ones  “personal responsiblilty.”
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Are you doing your part?Free supplies 
to all A’ville 

students
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Albertville City School 
System parents rejoice! Gone 
this year is the annual trip 
to the local big box stores in 
search of the required school 
supplies.

All students in grades kin-
dergarten through 12th will 
receive an individualized box 
filled with the required and 
necessary school supplies as 
set by the school system. 

Parents will not have to pay 
for the boxes, nor will they be 
asked for any type of dona-
tion, according to Tim Tid-
more, assistant superintendent 
for federal programs. 

“We are doing this because 
of our large number of fam-

Man injured in motorcycle 
crash identified | See A4

RSVP seeks new executive 
director| See A7

The Word
Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us 
free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.

– Galatians 5:1, KJV

Obituaries
Betty Ann Hill
Debrah Kay Duke
Kenneth Hill
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Local legislators support governor’s decision to 
extend safer-at-home order

There are some days 
where only a steak will do.
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Sand Mountain

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of 
Happiness...”

SEE  Happy Birthday, America!  |  A6

 

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER 

Chuck Ables re-
cently announced he 
would be running for 
reelection as the Town 
of Geraldine’s mayor.

“I would like to 
announce that I am a 
candidate for re-elec-
tion for mayor in the 

Town of 
Geral-
dine,” 
he said. 
“I have 
enjoyed 
the past 
eight 
years as 
mayor 

and the previous 12 
years as a council 
member. I feel like 
we have seen a lot of 
improvements during 
the past 20 years, but 
I also know there is 
still a lot to be done. 

“We started work-
ing toward building a 

sewer system under 
the direction of Mr. 
Billy Smothers when 
he was Mayor and I 
am thankful for his 
foresight. The first 
phase of that project is 
complete and I expect 
that it will be ex-
panded to include the 

entire Town Limits in 
the near future, and 
we will begin to see 
additional businesses 
locate here. We have 
many other projects 
on our agenda that 
will take time and 
money. 

“I would like to 

Chuck
Ables

Ables runs for reelection as Geraldine mayor
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