
F
ifty years ago, on the 
night of Saturday, July 
20, 1969, millions of 

people around the world 
watched in awe as NASA 
astronauts Edwin “Buzz” 
Aldrin and Neil Armstrong 
set foot onto the moon.

The two men’s marvel-
ous steps sent shockwaves 
around the world and 
proved to be “one giant 
leap,” as Armstrong famous-
ly stated it would be. Many 
people from Sand Mountain 
had a hand in putting man 
on the moon, and even more 
were inspired to “shoot for 
the stars” and chase “the 
impossible.”

William Keith Hefner

Inside his Boaz home, 
sitting in front of their black 
and white television with his 
father, Clellan, a 7-year-old 
boy witnessed one of the 
greatest feats accomplished 
by mankind.

It was 1969 and the entire 
world was watching. NA-
SA’s space mission, “Apollo 
11,” was approaching the 
climax of its quest – land-
ing on the moon – and, like 
most others, William Keith 
Hefner was left in awe.

 “The marvel and mys-
tique was what really lured 
me in,” Hefner said. “It was 
hard to comprehend since I 
was only seven at the time. 
But, my dad really helped 
me understand how mon-
umental it was. It sparked 

something with my father, 
and I could really tell it was 
a big deal. I could sense 
something huge was about 
to happen.”

It was, as Neil Armstrong 
said, a moment that ended 
up becoming “… one giant 
leap for mankind,” and a 
life-changing moment that 
forever resonated with Hef-
ner, leading him to, one day, 
work for NASA.

Once he graduated college 
and accpeted an entry-lev-
el position at the Marshall 
Space Flight Center in 
Huntsville in 1984, Hefner’s 

career quickly launched 
into the frontline of several 
groundbreaking projects.

Hefner was first chosen to 
work and lead the Hubble 
Space Telescope and Ob-
servatory program. Hubble 
remains in operation today 
and is used as a vital re-
search tool.

After the telescope’s 
successful launch in 1990, 
Hefner started working on a 
second telescope project in 
1994 – the Chandra X-Ray 
Observatory program. Start-
ing as “team lead,” he was 
later promoted to become 

the program’s manager in 
2002. 

He oversaw the design, 
development, integration, 
testing and launch of the 
telescope, as well as the op-
eration of multiple science 
and technology develop-
ment projects. Chandra was 
launched in 1999 and still 
remains in use today, Hefner 
said.

His role in two of the most 
successful missions of NA-
SA’s space program even-
tually paved the way for 
Hefner to become manager 
of NASA’s Space Launch 

NASA

On Sunday, July 20, 1969, NASA astronaut Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin salutes the American flag while on the moon.

See Leap t Page A5

‘ONE GIANT LEAP’

Volume 64, No. 87

Recycle this paper at the 

Albertville-Boaz Recycling Center 

on Sand Mountain Drive East

M-Sat. 7:30 a.m.–4:30 p.m.

256-891-8298

Obituaries
Kelly Regina (Bonds) Engle 
Darrell “D” Walters
Dusty Lee Nix
Nellie Pauline Green Childress
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The Word
The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness 
thereof; the world, and they that dwell 
therein.

– Psalms 24:1, KJV

Web Poll
What is the biggest problem 
in Marshall County?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Sanders sinks South
Aggies golf star’s match play helps 
North win inaugural All-Star golf 
competition.
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Locals reflect on historic moon landing 50 years later
By TAYLOR BECK and CHIP WARREN

The Reporter

Shanghai Express, a restau-
rant that specializes in Asian 
cuisine, is headed to Boaz.

Boaz Mayor David Dyar 
said the restaurant, owned 
by UT Chung and Hoa Luu, 
would be located at the vacant 
building on U.S. Highway 431 
where Momma Goldberg’s 
Deli was located.

“It’s always exciting for our 
community anytime we can 
get a restaurant,” Dyar said. 

“Whether it’s sit-down, stand-
up, fast-food – we welcome 
everyone.” 

Shanghai Express current-
ly has a location in Gadsden 
and several others across the 
state. It was voted Best Chi-
nese Food Favorite in the 
2018 Gadsden Times Readers’ 
Choice Awards.

In order to lure the restaurant 
to Boaz, the city has proposed 
to grant Shanghai Express an 
appropriation equal to 1.5% 
of the food sales generated 

Shanghai Express rolls to Boaz
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Shanghai Express is coming to Boaz. The restaurant is currently lo-
cated in Gadsden (pictured) and many other areas across the state.

By TAYLOR BECK
The Reporter
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