
By NICKIE SIMPSON

The Reporter
In 2019, fires were ex-

tinguished, and lives were 
saved thanks to the Albert-
ville Fire Department.

Albertville Fire Depart-
ment Assistant Chief/Fire 
Marshal Jason Beam said 
the AFD ran 479 fire calls 
and 2,689 Emergency 
Medical Services calls, 
as of Dec. 15. He said the 
department had two who 
graduated from paramedic 
school and two who are 
currently attending.

On Good Friday, AFD 
hosted a charity golf tour-
nament to raise money for 
numerous charities around 
the community, Beam said. 

Also, the AFD shared fire 
prevention information to 
more than 6,000 kids with 
community outreach.

“We held an EMT 
School,” Beam said. “We 
did certification classes 
in rope rescue, confined 
space rescue, hazmat tech, 
apparatus operator aerial 
and held a recruit school. 
We had students from 
Marshall, Cullman, Jack-
son, DeKalb, Jefferson, 
Talladega, St. Clair and 
Morgan counties. We also 
had students from Arkan-
sas, California, Florida and 
Mississippi.”

The AFD teamed up with 
the National Fire Protec-
tion Association for Fire 

Prevention Week — which 
was Oct 6-12 —to promote 
this year’s Fire Prevention 
Week campaign, “Not 
Every Hero Wears a Cape. 
Plan and Practice Your 
Escape!” The campaign’s 
goal was to educate people 
about the small but import-
ant actions they can take to 
keep themselves and those 
around them safe.

“Situational awareness is 
a skill people need to use 
wherever they go,” Beam 
said during the campaign. 

To go that extra mile, 
Beam said firefighters went 
to several residents’ homes 
and installed smoke detec-
tors for free if they were in 
need.
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A fire destroyed the children’s building at Lifepoint Ministries in Albertville in February. It was one of 479 fire 
calls the department has responded to in 2019, as of Dec. 15.

Albertville Fire Department looks to build on big year
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The Word
But thanks be to God, which giveth 
us the victory through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

– 1 Corinthians 15:57, KJV

Web Poll
How will you spend the day 
after Christmas?
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Sports
Bowl game winners

The Reporter staff makes its final 
football picks.
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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Boaz firefighters fought 

more flames in 2019 than they 
did in the last two years.

According to the Boaz Fire 
Department’s statistics, first 
responders answered the call 
for 59 fires, as of Dec. 13. 
There were only 42 in 2018 
— 51 in 2017.

The number of rescue and 
emergency medical service 
calls continued its decrease 
from years past, although 
slightly. In 2019, there were 
only 1330 calls, but those 
calls made up more than 72% 
of the total incidents Boaz 
Fire Department responded to. 
There were 1,337 rescue and 
emergency medical service 
calls in 2018 — 1,432 in 
2017.

Looking back on 2019, 
 ahead to 2020

Reflecting on the last 12 
months, Boaz Fire Chief Jeff 
Beck 
said his 
depart-
ment 
has 
been on 
the re-
ceiving 
end of 
much-
needed 
equip-
ment 
and 
price-
less 
support 
of the 
community.

In January, the department 
unveiled its rescue drone 
purchased with a generous do-

Number of fire 
calls increase 

in Boaz
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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Americans throw away 

25% more trash during the 
Thanksgiving to New Year’s 
holiday period than any oth-
er time of year, according to 
Stanford University and use-
less-stuff.com — the extra 
waste amounts to 25 million 
tons of garbage, or about 1 
million extra tons per week.

In order to help the en-
vironment, many people 

will attempt to recycle their 
waste. And, while a consid-
erate idea, Albertville-Boaz 
Recycling Center Executive 
Director Jeannie Courington 
encouraged people to do it 
the right way.

The recycling center, lo-
cated at 311 Sand Mountain 
Dr. in Albertville, accepts a 
variety of wastes, including: 
newspapers; advertising 
inserts (bagged together); 
magazines; junk mail (solic-
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Albertville-Boaz Recycling Center Executive Director Jeannie Courington 
encourages people to do it the right way; know what items are accepted.
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Albertville man to publish 
autobiography | See A3
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In 1947, remember 
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Santa’s Workshop

Northeast Alabama Community 
College hosts Santa Claus.

See Page A5

Nov.-Dec. Land+Lake 
available NOW
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Crossville Fire 
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The Boaz Fire Depart-
ment unveiled its new 
unmanned aircraft 
system (UAS) in January.
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