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Though 18-year-olds can join the U.S. 
military and vote, they must now 
wait until age 21 to purchase tobacco.

By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter

The National Weather Ser-

vice of Huntsville confirmed 
Sunday that an EF-2 torna-

do touched down in parts 
of Marshall County includ-

ing Brindlee Mountain on 
Saturday.

The tornado with 120 mph 
winds hit the Union Grove 
Community, significantly 
damaging Brindlee Moun-

tain Schools. 
The Marshall County 

Schools Board of Educa-

tion held a special-called 
meeting Monday after The 
Reporter’s press deadline 
to declare the situation an 
emergency and request as-

sistance from the State. Su-

perintendent Cindy Wigley 
called the result of the storm 
a “devastating loss” but was 
thankful students and school 
staffs were not present.

“While the Jan. 11, 2020, 
EF-2 tornado has left our 
Union Grove Community 
and the Marshall Coun-

ty School System with a 
devastating loss of Brindlee 
Mountain Primary School, 
we are so thankful and 
blessed that our children 
and staff were not at school 

during this tragic event,” 
Wigley said in a statement 
after Saturday’s storm.

“School officials are 
working diligently to make 
adjustments in all three 
schools within the Brindlee 
Mountain School District in 

order to provide the safest 
possible space and accom-

modations for students and 
staff of Brindlee Mountain 

Primary,” she continued. 
“Efforts are being made to 
relocate Brindlee Moun-

tain Primary to the middle 
school building of Brindlee 
Mountain High School, and 
therefore, will be contained 
in a separate building.

“In order to allow time for 
this transition and adjust-
ments of traffic patterns, 
school for all three Brindlee 

Mountain schools, (Prima-

ry, Elementary, and High 
Schools), will be CLOSED 
this week, Jan. 13-17, 2020. 
Extra-curricular activities 
will continue as scheduled. 
All teachers and staff should 
report as directed by lo-

cal school administration. 
All other Marshall County 
Schools will be in session 
and follow their regular 

Saturday 
tornado damages 

local schools, 
causes outages
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Storm devastates 
Marshall County
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The Word
And let us consider one another to provoke 
unto love and to good works:
Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but 
exhorting one another: and so much the 
more, as ye see the day approaching.

– Hebrews 10:24-25, KJV
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Snuffed 
out

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

They may be old enough to 
vote and enlist in the military, 
but 18-year-olds in the U.S. 
will now have to wait an extra 
three years to purchase tobac-

co products after a new law 
upping the age restriction to 
21 went into effect at the end 
of 2019.

President Trump signed a 
defense spending bill Friday, 
Dec. 20, which included a 
provision to raise the federal 
minimum age of sale of to-

bacco products from 18 to 21 
years old.

“It is now illegal for a retail-
er to sell any tobacco product 
– including cigarettes, cigars 
and e-cigarettes – to anyone 
under 21,” the Food and Drug 

Federal age limit on 
tobacco purchase 

raised to 21
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Two men were arrested at 
Walmart in Boaz on Tuesday, 
Jan. 8, as part of a gift card 
scheme that had taken place 
in multiple states.

Boaz Police Chief Josh 
Gaskin said Fubin Qiu, 22, 
of Houston, Texas, and Chen 
Zhen, 22, of Little Neck, 
New York, were found with 

more than 
$90,000 in 
gift cards that 
were load-

ed by using 
stolen infor-

mation.
Gaskin 

said the duo 
had been to 
six states 

and twelve 
Walmart 
stores.

The case 

has been 
turned over 
to the Secret 

Service and 
both will 
be charged 
federally, he 

said.
This is the second gift card 

scheme case the Boaz Police 
Department has seen in the 
last six months. In August, a 
Virginia man named Peishi 
Liu, 29, formerly of China, 
allegedly scammed at least 
two people out of $10,000 in 
one day through a gift card 
scheme. He was charged 

with second-degree theft by 
deception.

“If this guy was getting 
$10,000 in gift cards per day 
by doing this, just imagine 
how many other people are 
being scammed like this,” 
Gaskin told The Reporter 

in August. “Imagine how 
much money people like 
him are stealing every day.”
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Contributed Photos

During Saturday’s storm, Brindlee Mountain Primary School (top) suffered significant damage from an EF-2 
tornado to the back half of the school, including classrooms and the cafeteria. The Potter’s House Church in 
Albertville (bottom, left) had roof damage that led to leaks. Several trees were also blown down, causing power 
outages and blocked roadways. No major injuries or fatalities have been reported.
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Boaz police catch two scammers 

Fubin 
Qiu

Chen 
Zhen

Items being collected for the Arc include: 
Toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, wet wipes, 

baby wipes, bar soap, liquid hand soap, hand sanitizer and lotion. 
Donations for both supply drives can be dropped off at 

The Reporter’s office, located at 

1603 Progress Dr. in Albertville.

The Reporter 
has adopted a United Way project to bring supplies to 

those in need, and this year one of 
our drives includes 

The Marshall County Arc.

256-840-3000United we fight, United we win.


