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Some say “home is 
where the heart is,” and for  
John Slivka, Ph.D., this 
holds true. 

Albertville City Schools 
approved the retirement of 
the assistant superintendent 
in June, but Slivka plans to 
continue calling Albertville 
his home.

“I’ve been here for near-
ly 34 years,” Slivka said. 
“I don’t see myself leaving 
my home anytime soon.”

Slivka, who was a former 
principal in Birmingham, 
was approached with an 
idea from an old friend that 
would bring him on as a 
consultant in Albertville in 
1985.

“A friend of mine want-
ed to create a city school 
system,” Slivka said. “It 
would break away from 

the county, and we’d create 
something never done 
before. I couldn’t pass that 
up.”

The Reporter | Noah Turner

John Slivka, Ph.D., sits at his desk during one of the final days as Albertville City Schools’ assistant superin-
tendent. He has been with Albertville City Schools since 1985. His last day is Aug. 1.

Albertville assistant superintendent retires
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Slivka says ‘good bye’
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Obituaries
Barbara Jean Kimsey Long
Bonnie Lee Carmack
Ernest Johnson
Jimmy Anthony Gentry
Yasin Escalante Ortiz
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The Word
He hath shewed thee, O man, what is 
good; and what doth the Lord require 
of thee, but to do justly, and to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with thy 
God?

– Micah 6:8, KJV

Web Poll
What do you think of Big Spring Lake 
Kindergarten’s name change to “Albert-
ville Kindergarten and Pre-K?”

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports

Moultrie wins
Guntersville runner wins All-Star cross 
country event.
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Wright called 

to Sardis City 

Council

SARDIS CITY — Keith 
Wright was appointed to the 
Sardis City Council Monday 
night to succeed the late Roy 
Humphries.

Humphries, 88, passed away 
Sunday, June 16. He served as 
a councilman for more than 
19 years. The 
council had 60 
days to fill the 
position. Sardis 
City Mayor 
Russell Amos 
said Hum-
phries’ pres-
ence has been 
missed.

“Humphries 
was a long-time citizen of 
Sardis City,” Amos said. “He 
was an older gentleman that 
cared about this community 
and the people of this com-
munity more than probably 
anybody here. He came on the 
council the same time I did 
and I thought a lot of him. He 
was just a fine gentleman. He 
wasn’t here to stand out; he 
was here to serve.”

Councilman Brian Carnes 
made the motion to appoint 
Keith Wright to Place No. 
3. The council voted 3-0 to 
approve the motion; Council-
man Bobby Pounds abstained. 
Wright will be sworn in at the 
next council meeting sched-
uled for Monday, Aug. 19, at 
6 p.m.

 “Keith has lived here all his 
life, and he’s just one of those 
guys who’s straight as an 
arrow,” Amos said. “He’s not 
real political. He just wants to 

Succeeds the late 
Roy Humphries in 

Place No. 3

Russell

Amos
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Albertville BOE renames Big Spring Lake Kindergarten

Big Spring Lake Kindergarten has 
been renamed “Albertville Kindergar-
ten and Pre-K.”

The Albertville City Schools Board 
of Education approved the name 
change Tuesday night at its regularly 
scheduled meeting.

Changing the name of Evans Ele-
mentary School has also been brought 
up.

Pick up a Saturday, July 20, edi-
tion of The Reporter to learn why the 
board elected to make a change.

Albertville City Schools

Big Spring Lake Kindergarten in Albertville was recently renamed to “Albertville Kindergarten and 
Pre-K.”
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John Slivka, Ph.D., (left) speaks to Albertville Councilman Ray Kennam-
er. Slivka has lived in Albertville for 34 years, and doesn’t plan to leave 
now. 
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