
By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
Earlier this month, two 

mass shootings took place 
within 14 hours and left 29 
people dead.  

The incidents happened in 
El Paso, Texas, and Day-
ton, Ohio, and immediately 
sparked a conversation 
about red flag gun laws 
across the nation.

Currently, 17 states and 
Washington, D.C., have red 
flag laws, including Florida, 
New York, Connecticut, Illi-
nois, Indiana and California 
— only five states had red 
flag laws before the 2018 
mass shooting at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High 
School in Parkland, Florida.

A red flag gun law is a 
state law that authorizes 
courts to issue a special type 
of protection order, which 
allows police to temporarily 

take away firearms from 
people who are deemed to 
be a danger to themselves or 
to others.

The request to take away a 
person’s firearms can come 
from relatives or friends 

concerned about a loved 
one who owns one or more 
guns and has expressed 
suicidal thoughts or talked 
about shooting someone. 
Authorities can also make 
the request. How long the 

guns are taken away usually 
depends on the circumstanc-
es and can be extended only 
after another court hearing. 
The orders also bar the per-
son they cover from buying 
firearms.

According to data from 
the GunViolenceArchive.
org, there has been 271 mass 
shootings across the U.S. 
in 2019, as of Tuesday. The 
organization defines a mass 
shooting as any incident in 
which at least four people 
were shot, excluding the 
shooter. Six of the record-
ed shootings happened in 
Alabama — seven victims 
were killed.

A red flag law was 
brought up in the Alabama 
Legislature in April. Rep. 
Merika Coleman, D-Bir-
mingham, sponsored the 
Gun Violence Protective 
Order Act, but it was never 
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The Word
He giveth power to the faint; and to 
them that have no might he increaseth 
strength. Even the youths shall faint 
and be weary, and the young men shall 
utterly fall: But they that wait upon the 
Lord shall renew their strength; they 
shall mount up with wings as eagles; 
they shall run, and not be weary; and 
they shall walk, and not faint.

– Isaiah 40:29-31, KJV
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Inside
Anti-Road Rage Act 
takes effect tomorrow

There are two state laws that go into 
effect Sept. 1 that drivers need to 
know.
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Local legislator talks potential of red flag gun law

MetroCreative Connection

A red flag gun law, which would give the State authority to take guns 
away from those deemed a danger to themselves or others, was brought 
up in the Alabama Legislature’s last session.
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By NICKIE SIMPSON

The Reporter
The Marshall County Commission 

developed and approved its Transpor-
tation Plan, as it was tasked to by Gov. 
Kay Ivey’s Rebuild Alabama Act.

During the commission’s work 
session Wednesday, District 4 Com-
missioner Joey Baker said he wanted 
residents to understand the county 
wouldn’t get enough funding from 
Rebuild Alabama’s gas tax to pave 
every road. 

“Everybody out there in the county 
thinks we’ve got all of this extra gas 
tax money for these roads, and every-
body out there’s going to expect their 
road to be paved,” Baker said. “We’re 
not the big winner here. The state is, 
not the county. We just got a piece 
of the pie — a small piece of the pie 
— and we’re going to have to divide 

this up two ways. Or, two districts are 
going to get it, and two are not. We’re 
going to have to split it like that. But, I 
just wanted the people out there in the 
county to know that we’re not going 

to get all of the roads fixed with this 
little bit of money that we’ve got. And 
everybody thinks we’re going to, but 
we’re not. And we’re not going to be 
able to come up here and ask for more 

SPORTS EXTRA
Inside: Friday night football 

scores, notes| C1

YOU MIGHT NEED TO ORDER 
TWO SO YOU WILL HAVE 

SOME FOR THE BIG GAME!

Smoked Pork Tenderloin

256-593-0151
https://www.facebook.com/douglasfoodvalu

Commissioners approve Transportation Plan

The Reporter | Nickie Simpson

With $800,000 projected to be split between District 2 and 3 in 2020, the Marshall County Commis-
sion’s Transportation Plan calls for the paving of Cathedral Caverns Highway (2.5 miles), Browns 
Valley Road (2.95 miles), Cox Gap Road (1.2 miles) and Pleasant Hill Road (1.8 miles).
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