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Corrections Officer Melissa Suzanne Woodall (right) was presented the Purple Heart by the 
Marshall County Sheriff’s Office after she nearly lost her life last May when she was repeatedly 
stabbed by a female inmate.

Officer who was stabbed receives Purple Heart

See Masks t Page A3

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
The Marshall County Commission vot-

ed against mandating masks while inside 
the county courthouse and county-owned 
buildings. The vote was 2-2 among 
commissioners with Chairman James 
Hutcheson voting “no” to break the tie. 
District 1 Commissioner Ronny Shumate 
and District 3 Commissioner Lee Sims 
voted against the mandate, while Dis-
trict 2 Commissioner Rick Watson and 4 
Commissioner Joey Baker voted in favor 
of it.

“I don’t know if it’s the right thing to 
do, but I know we’ve got to do some-
thing,” Watson said.

The decision came Tuesday morning 
during an emergency meeting, which was 
called specifically to address whether 
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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Brad Stewart never 

imagined his daily snack 
would earn him $5,000. 

Monday morning, 
officials from Five Star 
Foodservice awarded 
Stewart $5,000 as part 
of their summer sweep-
stakes.

“He bought a Star 
Crunch in the micro-mar-
ket at Mueller and his 
name was drawn, au-
tomatically winning 
$5,000,” said James 
Roach, Sr. Retail Manag-
er for Five Star.

“We want to be good 
stewards. We are going to 
surprise him (at Mueller) 
today.”

Employees who pur-
chase a featured item 
during the sweepstakes 
month will be entered 
one time for each eligible 
item purchase using their 
micro-market account.

So far, the company 
has awarded vacations, 
cars, trucks and boats to 
winners throughout the 

company’s service area. 
The next sweepstakes 
prize is a Tesla Model 3, 
Roach said. 

Chattanooga-based 
Five Star has 1,700 mi-
cro-markets in the South-
east in offices, workplac-

es, universities, hospitals 
and industries. Roach 
said many companies 
are replacing cafeterias 

The Reporter | Elizabeth Summers

Brad Stewart holds a ceremonial check Monday he received for winning the summer sweepstakes by 
Five Star Foodservice. The 19-year Mueller employee bought a Star Crunch cookie to enter the contest.

See Remember t Page A5

               See Heart t Page A5

APD remembers 

officer who died 

from COVID
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Former Albertville 

Police officer Juan 
Gomez died Satur-
day from COVID. 

Gomez began his 
law enforcement 
career in Albertville 
nearly 15 years ago. 
He was hired by then 
APD Chief Benny 
Womack and trained 

by now Chief Jamie Smith. 
“We hired him, sent him to the police 

academy and he was here for about four 
years,” Smith said. 

“Everything you have read about Juan 
on Facebook and everywhere holds true 
for us too. He was always willing to do 
what needed to be done and to help folks 
out however he could. He never ques-
tioned why. He just did what needed to be 
done.

Sharing Sand Mountain’S Story Since 1955 WedneSday, auguSt 18, 2021 | 75 centSSandMountainreporter.coM

the reporter
Sand Mountain

The Word
And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall 
keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus.

– Philippians 4:7, KJV

 

Mueller worker wins big

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Marshall County Jail Cor-

rections officer Melissa Su-
zanne Woodall nearly lost her 
life last May when she was re-
peatedly stabbed by a female 
inmate she was moving from 
her cell to a nearby bathroom. 
Were it not for her determi-
nation to live and the heroic 
efforts of five other inmates 
who came to her aid, Woodall 
might not have survived the 
incident. Last Wednesday in 
front of the Marshall Coun-
ty Commission, Sheriff Phil 
Sims presented her with a pur-
ple heart medal to recognize 
her service in going above and 
beyond the call of duty.

“The Purple Heart is award-
ed to employees who suffer 
serious line-of-duty injuries 
caused by the act of an ag-
gressor and which are directly 
related to their law enforce-
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