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Jason Fondren (right), of KPS Group, speaks to the Boaz City Council on Tuesday night, May 26, about the 
comprehensive plan he helped draft. The city has not had a comprehensive plan since 1975.
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By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
After nearly a year of 

surveys, community dis-
cussions and brainstorming 
sessions, Boaz’s first com-
prehensive plan since 1975 
has been finalized with the 
assistance of The Kelley 
Group, KPS Group, Inc. 

and Skipper Consulting. 
Now it awaits the approv-
al of the city’s planning 
commission and the city 
council.

Jason Fondren, of KPS 
Group, presented the plan 
during the city council 
meeting Tuesday night. 
He said the purpose of the 

plan was to “set out where 
you want to be 10-15 years 
down the road, identify 
some strategies and prior-
ities to help guide you in 
getting you there, and to 
put into place some poli-
cies and strategies to make 
sure the city is proactive in 
how it uses its 
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Boaz finalizes 
comprehensive plan

Marshall 

County sees 

above-average 

flu season
By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
While COVID-19 has been 

the major health concern for 
the last several months, the 
flu, or influenza, has also been 
making its 
yearly rounds. 

The Center 
for Disease 
Control and 
Prevention es-
timated there 
were between 
39,000,000 
– 56,000,000 
flu illnesses 
this past flu season in Amer-
ica, from October 2019 to 
April 2020. Of those, between 
410,000 - 740,000 people had 
to be hospitalized and 24,000-
62,000 died from the illness. 
The CDC said it derived its 
estimates using mathematical 
models based on laboratory 
observations, which better 
depict the full number of cases 
in the U.S. because influenza 
is not a reportable disease in 
“most areas” of the country.

These estimates would 
potentially rank the 2019-
2020 flu season as the fourth 
highest since 2010. With 
most people practicing social 
distancing and increased san-
itation due to COVID-19, one 
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The Word
Let love be without dissim-
ulation. Abhor that which is 
evil; cleave to that which is 
good. Be kindly affectioned 
one to another with brotherly 
love; in honour preferring one 
another;

– Romans 12:9-10, KJV

Obituaries
Terry Mack Osborn
Jerry Mashburn
Debbie Jones
Willodean Jenkins
Sandra Christine Snead
Mary “Lorene” Hunt ...
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STAFF REPORTS

Mike Matthews has 
announced his intentions to 
qualify and seek a second 
term as a member of the 
Boaz City Council.

Matthews shared the fol-
lowing statement with The 
Reporter:

 “I have been blessed to 
serve this community for 
over 30 years as a teach-
er, principal and your city 
council for the last three and 
one half years.

“During this first term, I 
feel we have accomplished 
our goals of being good 
stewards of the monies pro-
vided us by the City of Boaz 

and at the 
same time 
making good 
progress and 
improve-
ments for 
our city.

“Some of 
the accom-
plishments 
we have 
made are as follows:

1. Paid off some debt that 
was facing us when we took 
office.

2. Made improvements 
with the city general fund 
budget and reserve fund.

3. Made plans and com-
pleted The Old Mill Park 

that our city and neigh-
boring communities have 
utilized.

4. Updated technology 
equipment and budget for 
our library.

5. Purchased and paid for 
a new ambulance and brush 
truck for the fire depart-
ment.

6. Purchased 15 new po-
lice cars.

7. Purchased and paid 
for [more than] $600,000 
of new equipment for our 
street department.

8. Pave 72 streets in Boaz 
with plans to pave all streets 
in the next three to four 
years.

9. With the help of two 
grants, we were able to pur-
chase a new bus and van for 
our senior center.

10. Made plans and are 
in the process of building a 
new state-of-the-art recre-
ation center to hopefully be 
completed in the next year.

11. In the process of 
updating our ordinances 
and zoning regulations as 
well as completing a com-
prehensive plan for the city 
that has not been done since 
1975.

12. We worked with the 
Industrial Board to desig-
nate Advantage Sites, which 
are being marketed to bring 
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INTRODUCING ONLINE GROCERY SHOPPING WITH 

FOODLAND FRESH XPRESS

1. LOG ON TO SHOP.GUNTERSVILLEFOODLAND.COM

2. CREATE AN ACCOUNT

3. START SHOPPING

ONCE YOU CHECK OUT, ONE OF OUR PERSONAL 
SHOPPERS WILL BEGIN TO SELECT YOUR ORDER. WHEN 

YOUR ORDER IS COMPLETE, YOU WILL RECEIVE AN 
E-MAIL WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO PICK UP YOUR 

GROCERIES!!

QUESTIONS?
GIVE US A CALL AT:
CALL (256)486-8984 GUNTERSVILLE

                 

Time To Expand Your Business?
   It’s Time To Talk With Our Lenders.

Discover responsive, experienced service that 
can serve you every step of the way.

pibonline.com                 

rs.

NMLS #466340

Our Friendly 
staff is ready 
to help you 

with all your 
loan needs.

pibmortgage.com

PIB MORTGAGE

PEOPLES INDEPENDENT BANK

Mike
Matthews

Countywide 

alcohol sales 

vote unlikely 

for 2020

By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter
In December, Marshall 

County resident Larry Bodine 
presented 3,200 petitions to 
the county’s commissioners, 
calling for a countywide wet/
dry vote in the 2020 General 
Election.

After County Attorney Clint 
Maze researched the issue, his 
discoveries led to one conclu-
sion at the commission’s latest 
work session: a referendum is 
unlikely for the current elec-
tion cycle.

Alabama law states, “upon 
25% of the number of voters 
in the voting in the last pre-
ceding general election being 
filed with the probate judge of 
the county, the probate judge 
must call an election to 

Awaits approval from planning commission, city council

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

After Marshall County Attorney Clint 
Maze shared his research with the 
county commission, the consensus 
was that chances for a wet/dry vote 
were slim.

Patrick Fain “Pat” Dye
Nov. 6, 1939 – June 1, 2020


