
SMPA

TLC and Clint Black are scheduled to perform this September at 
Sand Mountain Amphitheater.

SMPA to host big-name headliners

See Inspection t Page A5

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Two local eateries were 

forced to temporarily shut 
down along with more than 
70 other Alabama business-
es after failing recent health 
inspections this summer.

According a list recently 
released by the Alabama 
Department of Public Health, 
the Hardee’s fast food restau-

Local eateries 
temporarily close 
following health 
inspection

See FDA t Page A5

SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

On Monday, the U.S. 
Food and Drug Administra-
tion (FDA) issued its first 
approval of a COVID vac-
cine,  something many vac-
cine holdouts say they’ve 
been waiting for. 

The Pfizer-brand vaccine, 
now to be marketed as 
Comirnaty, has been cleared 
to be prescribed for people 
ages 16 and older to prevent 
COVID-19, but will remain 
under emergency use au-
thorization for children ages 
12-15 and for third doses 
given to the immunocom-
promised.

“The FDA’s approval of 
this vaccine is a milestone 
as we continue to battle 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
While this and other vac-
cines have met the FDA’s 
rigorous, scientific standards 
for emergency use authori-
zation, as the first FDA-ap-
proved COVID-19 vaccine, 
the public can be very confi-
dent that this vaccine meets 
the high standards for safety, 

effectiveness, and manu-
facturing quality the FDA 
requires of an approved 
product,” said Acting FDA 
Commissioner Janet Wood-
cock, M.D. “While millions 

of people have already 
safely received COVID-19 
vaccines, we recognize that 
for some, the FDA approval 
of a vaccine may now instill 
additional confidence to 

get vaccinated. [Monday’s] 
milestone puts us one step 
closer to altering the course 
of this pandemic in the 
U.S.”

The Pfizer vaccine, 
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The Pfizer-brand vaccine, now to be marketed as Comirnaty, has been cleared to be prescribed for people ages 16 
and older to prevent COVID-19, but will remain under emergency use authorization for children ages 12-15 and 
for third doses given to the immunocompromised.
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FDA approves first 
COVID-19 vaccine

Locals plan 
to resurrect 
outlet mall 

in Boaz
By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Luis Reyes and his brother, 

Yonatan, have grand plans to 
resurrect the former VF Outlet 
Mall in Boaz. 

The men envision turning 
the vacant building into a mall 
full of service, entertainment 
and dining options. 

The men have begun gutting 
the entire building, making 
way for a large restaurant, 
pizzeria and taqueria, grand 
salon or party space, insurance 
agents, nail salon and hair 
salons and more. 

“We are ready to start,” Luis 
said. “In the immediate future, 
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The Word

What then? notwithstanding, 
every way, whether in pretence, 
or in truth, Christ is preached; 
and I therein do rejoice, yea, and 
will rejoice.

– Philippians 1:18, KJV

Obituaries
Maryann Chopp
Ralph Battles
Linda Burke
William H. McLeod ... 

See Page A3

Web Poll
Are you more likely to get the COVID 
vaccine now that Pfizer has received 
FDA approval?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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STAFF REPORTS

Summer may be winding 
down, but things are heating 
up at Sand Mountain Amphi-
theater with three big-name 
concerts happening from now 
through the middle of Sep-
tember. Like a blast from the 
past, the amphitheater is set to 
feature two favorite headliners 
from the late 90s/early 2000s, 
Clint Back and TLC.

Originally formed in At-
lanta, Georgia in 1990, TLC 
will be celebrating Crazy-
SexyCool on Sand Mountain 
Friday, Sept. 3 along with 
fellow hip hop group Bone 
Thugs-N-Harmony. Reserved 
seating starts at $50, with gen-
eral admission for the lawn 
section at $35. Doors open at 
6 p.m.

Two weeks later on Friday, 
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Wholesome.

Issues were minor, 
reopened within 
hours, owner says

The Reporter | Elizabeth Summers

The outlet mall may see new life soon.
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