
SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Gov. Kay Ivey and the Alabama 
Department of Public Health issued an 
update Friday to the statewide health 
order to aid in Alabama’s efforts to 
contain the spread of the coronavirus.

Effective Friday, all non-work relat-
ed gatherings of 25 persons or more, 
or non-work related gatherings of any 
size that cannot maintain a consistent 
six-foot distance between persons, are 
prohibited. Employers shall take all 
reasonable steps to meet these stan-
dards for employees and customers.

The updated order also expands the 
availability of child day care in the 
state as long as certain guidelines are 
followed, and includes clarifying lan-
guage regarding senior citizen centers 
and schools.

 “As our state works in overdrive to 
respond to the coronavirus pandemic, 
we are making decisions based on the 
best information we have in the mo-
ment,” Ivey said in a statement. 

“I have no doubt that as this situation 
rapidly unfolds, decisions will need to 
be evaluated and amended.

 “Yesterday’s health order was issued 
to be as comprehensive as possible 
to combat the spread of the virus and 
to ensure the state was doing every-
thing within its authority to protect the 
people of Alabama,” she continued. 
“In order to keep Alabama going, we 

must keep Alabama businesses go-
ing to the best of our abilities. I fully 
support the restrictions of social or 
recreational gatherings of 25 people or 
less and strongly encourage individ-
uals to maintain a six-foot distance. 
However, this order was intended to 
apply to non-work-related gatherings. 
However, employers should take all 

necessary steps to meet these standards 
for employees and customers.

 “Let me be abundantly clear — I 
have no intention of slowing down 
our workforce through unnecessary, 
burdensome regulations. We will only 
be able to mitigate the risk of the virus 
through the efforts of our hardwork-
ing manufacturers that will produce 
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Small businesses across 
Alabama can now get assis-
tance during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Gov. Kay Ivey announced 
Saturday that the state’s 
small businesses negatively 
impacted by the coronavirus 
were eligible for assistance 
under the U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration’s (SBA) 
Economic Injury Disaster 
Loan (EIDL) program.

Ivey said the program 
would help qualified busi-
nesses and non-profit 
organizations recover from 
economic losses tied to the 
abrupt downturn triggered 
by the COVID-19 outbreak.

“Small businesses repre-
sent the backbone of Ala-
bama’s economy, and many 
of them need immediate 
help in these trying times,” 
Ivey said in a statement. 
“My team has worked close-
ly with the SBA in recent 
days to make this economic 
assistance possible. We’re 
all grateful to President 
[Donald] Trump and the 
SBA for responding rapidly 
to the problems faced by 
small businesses in Ala-
bama.”

The EIDL program will 

offer up to $2 million in as-
sistance for an eligible small 
business. Ivey said the loans 
could provide vital econom-
ic support to small busi-
nesses to help overcome the 
temporary loss of revenue 
they are experiencing.

The low-interest loans 
may be used to pay fixed 
debts, payroll, accounts 
payable and other bills that 
can’t be paid because of the 
disaster’s impact.

Businesses must qualify 

for EIDL assistance, she 
said. For more information, 
visit sba.gov.

Greg Canfield, secretary 
of the Alabama Depart-
ment of Commerce, said 
the department’s Office of 
Small Business Advocacy 
has heard from many small 
business owners around 
the state who are being 
squeezed by the sudden 
decline in economic activity 
brought on by the corona-
virus.

“Small businesses are the 
lifeblood of communities all 
across Alabama, employing 
local residents and sustain-
ing economic vitality,” Can-
field stated. “It’s critical that 
small businesses around the 
state remain healthy, and the 
SBA’s disaster loan program 
could prove to be a lifeline 
for many of them.”

Commerce worked with 
the Alabama EMA and the 
Alabama Small Business 
Development Center to 

Office of Gov. Kay Ivey

Gov. Kay Ivey addresses the media during a press conference March 14 about COVID-19. The coronavirus has neg-
atively affected businesses across the state, but Ivey recently announced small businesses were now able to get 
help. Every eligible small business could receive up to $2 million in aid. To apply, go to sba.gov.

Up to $2 million  
in disaster funds 

available

Small businesses get support
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The Word
And the Lord shall be king over 
all the earth: in that day shall 
there be one Lord, and his name 
one.

– Zechariah 14:9, KJV

Eagles volleyball standout 
signs with Coastal | See A11

Albertville STEM Bus 
ready for action | See A3

Doctors 
voice 

concern

By TAYLOR BECK

The Reporter

Local physicians recently 
teamed up to submit a letter 
to The Reporter stating their 
concern about COVID-19 and 
it’s growing impact on the 
local and national economy. 
Among other fears, doctors 
are worried about not having 
enough test kits, results taking 
too long and running out of 
needed equipment such as 
masks and gowns.

The letter stated:
“Reading about events in 

China and Italy, it seems so 
far away.  Six thousand plus 
people have died in those two 
countries as of March 19 from 
a virus we have never heard 
of until recently. This number 
seems low given the number 
of people that live there.  The 
reports of overwhelmed Emer-
gency Departments unable to 
see patients because of high 
volume and hospitals that do 
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Follow us for live 
COVID-19 updates

Governor authorizes activation of 
National Guard ‘should need arise’

STAFF REPORTS

Gov. Kay Ivey announced Friday 
that she has given Adjutant Gen. 
Sheryl Gordon of the Alabama Na-
tional Guard the authority to activate 
up to 100 guardsmen should they be 
needed to help combat COVID-19.

“While there is no immediate need 
for us to deploy our Guard, I have 
given authorization to Adjutant Gen-
eral Sheryl Gordon to be on standby, 
should our first responders and health 
care providers need additional sup-
port,” Ivey said in a statement. “I 
want to ensure Alabamians that our 
National Guard stands ready to be 
part of this team effort to combat this 
invisible enemy.

“My administration has been given 
clear instructions to do everything 
possible to ensure the continuity of 
government while being flexible and 
responsible to the needs of our state. 
I ask for the support of my fellow 
Alabamians as we work through these 
challenging days together.”

There is no determined need for 
formal assistance at this time, nor is 
there a plan for the Guard to operate 
as any type of enforcement of public 
health orders, Ivey said. The action 
strictly serves as a preparedness 
measure, should first responders or 
health care providers need additional 
support. As of Monday morning, Ala-
bama had 167 COVID-19 cases.

Governor clarifies statewide public health order
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Local doctors are worried about a 
shortage in supplies due to COVID-19.
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