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By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Local and national unem-

ployment rates continue to 
drop, breaking economic 
records and bringing pros-
perity to local businesses.

The unemployment rate 
in Marshall County was 
2.1% at the end of October, 
the lowest it’s been in near-
ly 10 years, when the Mar-
shall County Economic 
Development Council be-
gan tracking employment 
data, according to president 
and CEO Matt Arnold. 
The rate has dropped from 
3.7% in January. 

“What is so encouraging 
about our low unemploy-

ment rate 
is that in 
Marshall 
County, our 
rate is going 
down while 
our civilian 
labor force 
numbers are 
increasing,” 
Arnold 

said. “If your [labor force] 
numbers are going down 
and the number employed 
remains stagnant, it can 
show a low unemployment 
rate as a false positive.  But 
both our [labor force] and 
employed numbers are on 
the rise.”

The labor force increased 

by 109 in September, from 
44,338 to 44,447, while the 
number of people em-
ployed rose from 43,315 to 
43,533. The rate in DeKalb 
County declined from 
2.5% in August to 2.3% 
by the end of September. 
Alabama’s unemployment 
rate was also the lowest 
it has ever been at 3.0%, 
Arnold said

“It is very encouraging,” 
he said. “It does make 
things difficult for employ-
ers to find workers, but that 
is a good problem to have.”

The national unemploy-
ment rate continues to 
remain low with the U.S. 
Bureau of Labor Statistics 

The Reporter | Taylor Beck

Marshall-DeKalb Electric Cooperative (MDEC), located in Boaz, is putting the finishing touches on its parking 
lot relocation and drive-thru renovation. Its new drive-thru is now open, so members should enter the new 
drive-thru off Walnut Street. Those needing to go inside the building should utilize the parking lot located 
off Walnut Street and continue entering the original front entrance until the new entrance facing Walnut 
Street is opened at a later date. The renovation first began in March with intent to improve safety for MDEC 
customers and improve traffic flow on Alabama Highway 168.
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MDEC wrapping up remodel
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The Word
Who also hath made us able ministers 
of the new testament; not of the letter, 
but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but 
the spirit giveth life.

– 2 Corinthians 3:6, KJV

Web Poll
Will you get a STAR ID?

SandMountainReporter.com

Sports
Player of  the Week

Zach Pyron, of Fyffe, earns Week 10 
honors.
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Pair of Friday wrecks prove fatal
STAFF REPORTS

Two separate car 
accidents claimed the 
lives of a DAR High 
School student and an 
Albertville woman on 
Friday.

In Grant, a two-ve-
hicle crash claimed 
the life of a Marshall 
County teen Friday, 

Nov. 1. 
According to Ala-

bama State Trooper 
Chuck Daniel, the teen 
was driving a 2004 
Mitsubishi Eclipse that 
collided with a 2017 
Freightliner tow truck 
on Simpson Point 
Road. The accident 
happened around 8:45 

a.m. 
The teen, who was 

later identified as Eli 
Spray, was a 17-year-
old student at DAR 
High School. No other 
injuries were reported. 

Spray was a member 
of the Patriots’ football 
team. To honor his 
memory, the school 

chose to retire Spray’s 
jersey, No. 77, during 
halftime against Brin-
dlee Mountain on 
Friday night. Students 
also participated in a 
balloon release.

In Albertville, a wom-
an was killed during 
a single-car accident 
Friday night.

Around 8:30 p.m., 
a 2006 Chrysler 300 
left the roadway and 
reportedly flipped on 
Nixon Chapel Road, 
about five miles south 
of Albertville, accord-
ing to Daniel. 

Judy Ray Ramos, 
39, who was riding in 
the passenger seat, was 

ejected from the vehicle 
and pronounced dead at 
the scene. Daniel said 
Ramos was not wearing 
a seatbelt.

The driver was in-
jured and transported to 
a local hospital, Daniel 
said. The incident is 
still under investiga-
tion.

Deadline for 

STAR ID 

approaches

By NICKIE SIMPSON

The Reporter
Since the deadline to get a 

STAR ID approaches, Gov. 
Kay Ivey encouraged Al-
abama to prepare now for 
October 2020.

According to the Alabama 
Law Enforcement Agency 
(ALEA) website, Ivey and 
ALEA Secretary Hal Taylor, 
on Tuesday, Oct. 1, kicked off 
the countdown to the federal 
deadline requiring a more 
secure identification to fly 
domestically on commercial 
aircraft and to enter military 
bases and certain federal 
facilities. Ivey urged Alabama 
citizens to obtain a STAR 
ID, which stands for “secure, 
trusted and reliable identifica-
tion.” She said it’s fully com-
pliant with the federal REAL 
ID Act of 2005.

“On Oct. 1, 2020, all air 
travelers will need a STAR 
ID for commercial domestic 
flights and to visit certain 
federal facilities,” Ivey said. 
“Those who hold a valid, 
unexpired U.S. passport may 
opt to use it for domestic air 
travel. If there is a chance you 
will need one, I encourage 
you to obtain this more secure 
version of Alabama’s driver 

Governor urges state 

residents not to wait 

till ‘last minute’
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Items being collected for the Arc include: 
Toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant, shampoo, body wash, wet wipes, 

baby wipes, bar soap, liquid hand soap, hand sanitizer and lotion. 
Donations for both supply drives can be dropped off at 

The Reporter’s office, located at 

1603 Progress Dr. in Albertville.

The Reporter 
has adopted a United Way project to bring supplies to 

those in need, and this year one of 
our drives includes 

The Marshall County Arc.

256-840-3000United we fight, United we win.

plus

INTRODUCING ONLINE GROCERY SHOPPING WITH 

FOODLAND FRESH XPRESS

1. LOG ON TO SHOP.GUNTERSVILLEFOODLAND.COM

2. CREATE AN ACCOUNT

3. START SHOPPING

ONCE YOU CHECK OUT, ONE OF OUR PERSONAL 
SHOPPERS WILL BEGIN TO SELECT YOUR ORDER. WHEN 

YOUR ORDER IS COMPLETE, YOU WILL RECEIVE AN 
E-MAIL WITH INSTRUCTIONS ON HOW TO PICK UP YOUR 

GROCERIES!!

QUESTIONS?
GIVE US A CALL AT:
CALL (256)486-8984 GUNTERSVILLE

Weather Forecast
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Unemployment rates continue historic fall

Matt
Arnold
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