
By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
Thanks to a friendly hot 

dog eating competition 
and a lot of hungry people, 
two local animal groups 
received a $2,000 donation 
Tuesday evening at Bust-
ed Oak Bourbon Society 
(BOBS). 

“The Battle of the Buns” 
took place Friday, Aug. 
13, where two of the bar’s 
gourmet hot dogs, one 
named after Albertville 
Mayor Tracy Honea and 
the other after local busi-

nessman Mike Gentry, 
battled it out to see which 
could sell the most that 
evening. For every  “Ho-
nea Coney” and “Gentry 

Penitentiary” hot dog sold, 
the two namesakes donated 
$2 to the charity of their 
choice: Gentry to MCAA 
and Honea to 2nd Chance. 
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Pictured are (from left): Doug Sherrod, Andrea Barclift, Kay Johnson, 
Albertville Mayor Tracy Honea, Doug McGee, Wanda McGee, Mike Gen-
try and Wendy Sherrod.

‘Battle of  the Buns’

See Park t Page A8

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter
The Sand Mountain 

Park and Amphitheater is 
arguably one of the larg-
est endeavors the City of 
Albertville has ever under-
taken. With nearly 130 acres 
of recreation area including 
multiple baseball, soccer 
and football fields; tennis, 
basketball and sand volley-

ball courts; playgrounds; a 
4-mile walking trail; dog 
park; RV camp site; 7,600-
seat outdoor amphitheater; 
and state-of-the-art sports 
complex complete with 
workout room, indoor 
basketball and racquet ball 
courts and aquatics center, 
there’s nothing else like it 
in north Alabama, let alone 
Sand Mountain. What be-

gan as an $8 million plan to 
repair the pool and basket-
ball court at the old Albert-
ville Rec Center in 2017, 
evolved into a nearly $86 
million complete overhaul 
that will impact the future 
of Marshall County and the 
surrounding areas in terms 
of business, tourism and 
health for years to come.

The Master Plan

Contributed Photos

An overhead view of the old Albertville Parks and Rec center pictured above on the left fades into a current view of the new Sand Mountain Park and 
Amphitheater. 
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Fit for the future
Jail officials 
stand by COVID 
policies following 
nurse departure

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Marshall County Sheriff’s 

Office Assistant Chief Deputy 
Steve Guthrie stands by the 
jail’s COVID-19 record and 
knows officials are following 
all testing and care regulations 
despite calls by a local nurse 
practitioner for more testing 
and treatment for inmates.

Nurse practitioner Robin 
Scott, of Southern Health 
Partners, quit her position 
with the jail Aug. 20 due to an 
ongoing disagreement with 
Marshall County Sheriff Phil 
Sims over COVID safety 
policies. She had requested 
additional medical personnel 
and a dedicated triage clinic 
at the jail and raised concerns 
over testing procedures. She 
pointed to the death of a 
Blount County inmate who 
was being held in the Marshall 
County jail as a catalyst for 
her actions. 

Jeffery Harris, 43, died last 
week. He had been transferred 
to Marshall Medical Center 
South earlier this month from 
the Marshall County Jail after 
getting sick. 
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Fall armyworms making early 
appearance | See A10

The Word
Because that, when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was 
darkened. Professing them-
selves to be wise, they became 
fools.

– Romans 1:21-22, KJV

Obituaries
James W. Ferguson
Wilma Engle
Tom Chambers
Rebecca Jenkins ...

See Page A3

Web Poll
What’s your favorite thing to do at 
SMPA?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.

Index
Announcements .................A2
Obituaries ..........................A3
Arrests ...............................A4
Classifieds .........................A9
Faith ...................................B1
Entertainment ....................B4
Sports ................................C1

 

 

 

Volume 66, No. 69
Weather Forecast
With data from the 
National Weather Service. To

da
y

87°

High Low Precipitation

71° 20% Su
nd

ay

87°

High Low Precipitation

71° 30%

  SINCE 1955                                                                                            Get breaking news updates, manage your subscription, place an advertisement and read the e-edition at SandMountainReporter.com

 

SMPA provides engine for community health, economic impact

INSIDE:  2 Marshall County Schools go remote  |  A5 SPORTS EXTRA:   Game of the Week  |  C2

Follow us 

on social 

media!

Albertville Mayor Tracy 
Honea said when he first 
came into office in 2012, 
discussions regarding upgrad-
ing the Albertville Parks and 
Recreation area were already 
in the works.

“There has been a plan to 
redo the facilities for several 
years. The old facility was 50 
years old, give or take,” he 
said.

In 2015, the city installed 
a new, handicap-accessible 
pavilion that still stands today 
next to the football fields at 
the new park. Beyond that, 
the park in general needed 
upgrades and repairs, not the 
least of which was a costly, 
leaky swimming pool, he 
said. 

That’s why in 2016, a “mas-
ter plan” to do renovate and 
expand the park was intro-
duced with a proposed initial 
budget of $8 million. The city 
council discussed ways of 
funding the project including 
seeking a $10 million bond, 
$2 million of which would 
go toward aesthetic improve-
ments in the downtown area 
and to paving projects. 

However, a few months lat-
er in April 2017, the council 
proposed another, more am-
ple budget of $36 million for 
park renovations along with 
a 1-cent sales tax increase to 
provide the funds. 

“This may seem fast to 

Hot dog eating 
competition raises 
money for 2 local 

nonprofits


