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By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

Drivers along Alabama 75 
will notice construction begin-
ning next week to improve 
safety at the Alabama 68/Hus-
tleville Road intersection.

Alabama Department of 
Transportation Public Infor-
mation Officer Seth Burkett 
announced the changes Tues-
day. 

“Following the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, there will be a 
couple more weeks of work, 
weather permitting, to convert 
this intersection to a Restrict-
ed Crossing U-Turn (RCUT) 

Construction 
begins on AL 75 
intersection to 
improve safety

United Way of Marshall County

Grocery shoppers may have noticed some familiar faces in 
the checkout lines on Tuesday as the United Way of Marshall 
County held its first-ever  “celebrity bagger” event at Food City 
in Albertville. Celebrities included local politicians, business 
leaders, school administrators and community leaders, all who 
volunteered their time and talents to help bag groceries for 
tips and donations. The baggers worked in hour-long shifts 
throughout the day, and  the proceeds from the event went to 
benefit United Way of Marshall County. 

See Murder t Page A5

‘Celebrities’ bag for charity bucks Suspect charged 
with murder of 
Douglas women 
found in ditch

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter

An Albertville woman has 
been charged with murder in 
the Nov. 5 death of Jana Mill-
er Chatman, 32, 
of Douglas.

Albertville 
Police Chief 
Jamie Smith 
said Leslie Kay 
Sims, 39, of 
Alabama 205, 
Albertville, was 
developed as a 
suspect in the 
case in recent days and during 
questioning Wednesday, Sims 
confessed to the killing.

Sims is currently housed 
in the Albertville City Jail 
charged with murder.

Smith said Sims will be 
transported to the Marshall 
County Jail. No bond has 
been set at this time pending 
an initial appearance before a 
Marshall County judge.

“Many hours were put into 
this investigation and our 
detectives did an outstanding 
job,” Smith said.

Smith said the investiga-
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IRON BOWL: Alabama, Auburn 
heading different directions as 

rivalry renews | See A12

‘Drive for the Build’ raises 
funds for Marshall County 

Habitat | See A3

The Word
Therefore judge nothing before 
the time, until the Lord come, 
who both will bring to light the 
hidden things of darkness, and 
will make manifest the coun-
sels of the hearts: and then 
shall every man have praise 
of God.

– 1 Corinthians 4:5, KJV

Obituaries
Carlos Ray Shores
Gaynelle Lusk

See Page A3

Web Poll
Did you go Black Friday shopping?

Vote at twitter.com/smrnews.
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Chairman Hutcheson 
to seek reelection

By DANIEL TAYLOR

The Reporter

Marshall County Com-
mission Chairman James 
Hutcheson has announced 
he will run for reelection 
in 2022, and he hopes his 
track record serving in 
the position will speak for 
itself.

“My platform is going 
to be basically the same 
thing I’ve been doing for 
the county for the last 11 
years,” Hutcheson told The 
Reporter. 

After an unsuccessful 
bid for chairman in 2006, 
Hutcheson took office in 
2010 when the county was 

in poor 
financial 
shape, 
he said. 

“We 
had 
rough-
ly $3 
million 
dollars 
put aside 
... then 
we had a 

tornado come in that did $6 
million-worth of damage. 
We didn’t have enough 
money to pay for it. So it 
really concerned me.”

He said he got to work 
making a 5-year and 10-

year plan to get the county 
back on more solid finan-
cial footing. Since then, the 
General Fund has grown 
five times what it was 
in 2010, to roughly $15 
million, Hutcheson said, all 
without taking a single day 
off in nine years.

The chairman was also 
able to secure funding to 
increase security for the 
county’s schools. 

“We didn’t have any 
school resource officers in 
the schools,” Hutcheson 
said. “We worked out a 
plan to put some temporary 
employees in the school 
and then later on we did a 
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