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Waymon Brown (left) and his wife, Marie, sit together at the edge 
of the Grand Canyon in Arizona in 2008.

Douglas legend celebrates 90 years
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Fire departments 
sue Marshall 

County Revenue 
Commissioner

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
Officials with two Marshall 

County volunteer fire depart-
ments have filed a lawsuit 
against the Marshall Coun-
ty Revenue Commissioner 
claiming fire fees have not 
been properly assessed and 
collected. 

The Georgia Mountain Vol-
unteer Fire Department and 
4-C Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment filed a lawsuit seeking to 
have the assessments, collec-
tion and distribution of fire 
fees done correctly.

Richard Lawson, chairman 
of the board of directors for 
Georgia Mountain VFD, said 
the departments are not asking 
for more money, simply for 
the process to be done the 
right way. 

“We are seeing somewhere 
between 12 percent and 15 
percent error in the assess-
ment, collection and distribu-
tion,” Lawson said. “The big-
gest part of the problem with 
the error is the assessment.”

Over two years, Lawson 
said, the departments have not 
received nearly $36,000.

On Tuesday, Johnson issued 
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The Word
But love ye your enemies, and 
do good, and lend, hoping for 
nothing again; and your reward 
shall be great, and ye shall be 
the children of the Highest: for 
he is kind unto the unthankful 
and to the evil.

– Luke 6:35, KJV
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SPECIAL TO THE REPORTER

Waymon Brown, a longtime 
merchant and civic leader who 
helped spearhead the efforts 
to incorporate the town of 
Douglas, Alabama, is celebrat-
ing his 90th birthday July 24 
with a community reception at 
Rocky Hollow Farms.

Brown, who was born July 
26, 1931, started Brown Hard-
ware in 1960 with his wife, 
Marie. 

They also started Brown 
Appliance in 1972. The 
hardware and appliance stores 
are both still being operated 
by their son Gary and their 
grandsons. Gary also serves 
on the town council. 

Waymon followed his father 
into the well drilling busi-
ness and later into retail. His 
parents, Floyd and Annie Mae 
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The Reporter
Holly Debord entered a 

guilty plea Thursday after-
noon effectively keeping her 
from going to trial on a case 
prosecutors call “particular-
ly disturbing” and “horrific.”

Debord, 37, of Albertville, 
entered a blind guilty plea 
Thursday in front of Judge 
Chris Abel. As part of her 
plea to three charges, Abel 

will decide 
sentencing on 
Sept. 7. 

Debord 
and Van 
Christopher 
Havis, 54, of 
Guntersville, 
were charged 
with sodomy, 
bestiality and 
other charges in January 
2020 after a video shared 

on Facebook 
Messenger 
showed the 
pair assault-
ing an un-
named men-
tally disabled 
man and 
forcing him 
to perform 
sex acts on a 
“domesticated animal.”

Due to the disturbing na-

ture of the case, few details 
have been released publicly.

Debord was later indicted 
on nine charges, including 
two counts of first-degree 
sodomy, bestiality, two 
counts of assault with bodily 
fluids, third-degree assault, 
sexual torture, second-de-
gree kidnapping and at-
tempted murder. 

She entered a guilty plea 
to felony counts of first-de 

‘Horrific’: Guntersville woman 
pleads guilty to sodomy, bestiality
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Firehouse Subs donates rescue equipment

By ELIZABETH SUMMERS

The Reporter
The Albertville Fire Depart-

ment has been named a 2021 
grant recipient by Firehouse 
Subs Public Safety Founda-
tion. Albertville is safer than 
ever thanks to the Foundation 
providing important funding 
in the amount of $28,000. The 
grant was used to purchase 
Hurst cutter, spreader and ram 
for the Albertville Fire De-
partment and will ensure the 
community is safer and better 
prepared for emergencies. The 
equipment is more common-
ly referred to a “The Jaws of 
Life.” Each piece is engraved 
with the foundation’s logo.

“We’re so thankful for the 
support from Firehouse Subs 
Public Safety Foundation 
and our local Firehouse Subs 
restaurant,” said Brent Ennis, 

Deputy Fire Chief. “The Hurst 
EDraulic Tool will help us 
by improving our ability to 
extricate trapped victims from 
vehicles constructed with high 
strength boron steel, and mod-
ern construction methods. 

“As vehicles safety standards 
continue to become more strin-
gent, we will undoubtably en-
counter more situations where 
tool strength and portability is 
a necessity.” 

“It takes a lot of gear to 
ensure the safety of first 
responders and communities 
alike, and we at Firehouse 
Subs Public Safety Foundation 
are honored to help fund some 
of these needs for Albertville 
Fire Department,” said Rob-
in Peters, executive director, 
Firehouse Subs Public Safety 
Foundation. “The Foundation 
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Members of the Albertville Fire and Rescue department and Firehouse Subs 
employees gathered Monday morning to show off newly donated extrication 
equipment from the Firehouse Subs Public Safety Foundation. The equipment 
cost about $28,000 and includes Hurst cutter, spreader and ram.
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