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The Boaz 9 Cinema will close at the end of August. However, Franks’ 
Thunder Alley Bowling and the Sand Mountain Drive-In will remain 
open with no changes in service.

Boaz 9 Cinema to close Aug. 31

The Freedom Park Initia-
tive, a group trying to get a 
stand-alone memorial park 
for veterans in Guntersville, 
needs the input of veterans.

 Representatives of the 
DAV and VFW are already 
involved in the group, but 
others are welcome. The per-
son participating on behalf of 
the veterans group should be 
in a position to speak for that 
group in meetings with the 
Freedom Park Initiative.

 Other veterans’ groups who 
want to be involved in the 
project, call Anthony Camp-
bell at 256-264-8908 for more 
information. While the park 
will be located in Gunters-
ville, it is for all veterans.

Group seeks 
vets’ input in 
park project

See Purple Heart t Page A5
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The Reporter 
Citizens of Sardis City 

gathered together last week-
end under the new pavilion 
at Sardis City Park to cele-
brate Independence Day and 
honor fallen veteran Roscoe 
Smith Jr., who was killed 
during World War II.

Before being deployed in 
1944 as a U.S. Marine, Ros-
coe Smith married his high 
school sweetheart, Pauline 
Lonagin, who received his 
Purple Heart medal upon his 
death. Lonagin’s son, local 
resident Rick Morgan, pre-
sented that medal to Roscoe 
Smith’s brother, Jack Smith, 
at the town celebration Sat-
urday, June 26 — 77 years 
to the day after his death.

Morgan said he felt 
compelled to reunite the 
medal with Smith’s family 
after he discovered it locked 
inside a safety deposit box. 
He reached out to Mayor 
Russell Amos, who, after 
tracking down members of 
the Smith family, suggested 
he make the presentation at 

the celebration so the town 
could be a part of it.

“[Morgan] said it was so 
much fun and such a bless-

ing … that the look in Mr. 
Jack’s eyes of heartfelt joy 
was worth more to [him] 
than anything,” Amos said. 

“I think it was meant to be 
that it all happened the way 
it did.”

Adding to the serendipity, 
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Roscoe Smith, center, received a Purple Heart medal on behalf of his late brother, Jack, during the recent Sardis 
City Independence Day celebration. Sardis resident Rick Morgan, right, presented Smith with the medal as  May-
or Russell Amos looks on at the left.
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Remember the fallen
Guntersville 
man charged 
in road rage 

shooting

A Gadsden man died in 
what witnesses are character-
izing as a “road rage” incident 
June 22 in Gadsden. 

Brad Doleys was shot in 
his truck at the intersection 
of Hood Avenue and East 
Meighan Boulevard on June 
22. 

Joseph Edward Burnett, 27, 
of Guntersville, was charged 
this week with capital murder. 
He is accused of intentionally 
causing a death by firing a gun 
into a vehicle. He is current-
ly being held in the Etowah 
County Detention Center with 
no bond. 

According to a release from 
the Gadsden Police Depart-
ment, an altercation occurred 
between two individuals. 

“It is unknown what caused 
the altercation,” said Sgt. Mar-
cus Hill, public information 
officer for GPD. The incident 
remains under investigation, 
he said. 

Anyone with information is 
asked to call Detective Antho-
ny Devine at 256-549-4653.
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Albertville Farmer’s Market to 
give away basket | See A5

Neighbors fly flags for every 
holiday | See A7

The Word
But I say unto you, Love your 
enemies, bless them that curse 
you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and perse-
cute you;

– Matthew 5:44, KJV

Obituaries
Pamela Jean Hayes
James Houston Hardin
J.R. Brown
Edris Goodwin Heard
James Kent Crutcher
Selena Gentry
Charlotte Odom

See Page A3
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Sardis City resident reunites local family with Purple 
Heart medal of relative killed in World War II

Online movie streaming 
services and COVID-19 threw 
the knockout punches to the 
Boaz 9 Cinema. 

Owner Frank Caracci 
said he intends to close his 
9-screen theater at the end of 
August. It is currently the only 
indoor theater in Marshall 
County. 

He also owns the Sand 
Moutain Drive-In and Frank’s 
Thunder Alley Bowling Alley, 
both of which will remain in 
operation as part of his com-
pany, Frank’s Entertainment.

“We have discussed this for 
a long time,” Caracci said by 
phone Thursday. “First with 
the whole pandemic and hav-
ing to be closed for that. We 
still can’t get on our feet. 

INSIDE:  Blood donors needed  |  A3 SPORTS:  Aggies, Pirates participate in 7-on-7  |  B1
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